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orship ro Him. Our worshi:

Lent.nto\y/o,:h)7Hi,..... . ,)v

:norfstfâtes our love for Him and opens rhe rvav for Him to work
*'erfully i'our lives to transform ,, 

"r',d 
our impossibre situations.

.Lr's why it's Godt will that we give thanks anJ pr"ise to Him in
';'y situation' \x4ren we doni do that, rve shut offpossibilities for
-ar rhings God wants to do in our life. §Torship .r. 

"r.r, 
srop or: .rse sorrlerhing that is headed in the wrong direction.

Ihere have been countless rimes in my life as a believer where
-'r'ayed and pral,ed about a problem, p."irirrg God that He cared
out a particular situation and He wa, g.."r.i than what I was fac_
:. Br-lt there came a time when God i-rrrtr,r.t.d my heart that I
rs to conrinue praising Him no mamer what did o. aia not hap_-.. I was ro trust that He had the answer to what *", ,..d.à
..1 the power to change things, and His timing and judgment
-re perfect. I took rhar srance of trust in Him urriil br.rkrhîo,rgh
:.rlly came.

Worship establishes an atmosphere in which God moves power_
'Iri Things happened that I beLieve wourd not have *ithout that,,i,erful dynamic.
Cod requires worship and praise of all of who believe in Him

:.ause He wants us to be sold out to Him one hundred percent.
:rd He does that because He has so much He wants to gir. us and.
r in our lives, and He must be able ro rrusr us with tË bl.rrirrg,
. will receive.

" Ler_the peoples praise you, O God; Iet all the peoples praise you.
,an^th1 eyrth shatl yield her increase; God., our own God, shall bley
God shall bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him,,

)salm 67:5-7). Blessings happen to people who worship Him.\W4rat parent doesnt want their .hildren ro express love and
:,preciation for them without wanring somethi,g? ôod rr"rrts that
,o. Thatt whywe need to -rk. *orrÀp of Him a prioriry ,rot,jurt
irnethi,g we may or may nor remember to clo. It ,,rust t".n-. ,
av of life.

\)7e were created to worship God, ancl *_he n *.c .rre doins rvhat
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TRANSFORMING LOVE,

\\'e \\'ere cï(nted to clo, we more quickly move into other aspects or
our purpose as rvell.

On the day that God delivered David from his enemies, he wor-
shipped God before the victory happened, saying, "The LoRo is zi1

rock and myfortress and my de liuere6 my God, m)t strength, in whom
I will trust; my shield and the horn of my salvarion, my stronghold.I
will call upon the Lono, who is worrhy to be praised; so shall I be

saved from my enemies" (Psalm lB.2-3).
David didn't wait ftr the victory or the answer to praver, or for

everything to rurn out right. He worshipped God until the victon-
happened. \7e need to do the same.

God wants us to worship Him kuishly. "Lauishly" m€dns to go dll
owt, hold nothing back, offerfeely ruith both hands, spdre no expense,

and gtue generousfit withour counting the cost.

V4-ren you worship God in that way, telling Him of your love,

adoration, affection, devotion, passion, respect, awe, and reverence

of Him, great changes are certain to be in you and your life.
V/hen you exalt, cherish, hold dear, revere, and gloriÿ the Lord

for all He has done, you will be filled with His love, joy, peace,

and power as well as compassion and love for others. All of those

things will be infused into you like a life-giving serum. It will de-

termine who you become. It doesnt determine who God made
you to be, but who God made you to be will be more fully real-

ized in a way that will not happen without a heart of lavish worship
for Him.

\Morship will always be your grearesr act of love toward God. And
it will be because of a choice you make. If you choose nor ro praise

and worship God until everything is going the way you wanr it ro
or until your prayers have been answered, you will miss what God
wants to do in your life.

Worship Him at all titnes because He is alway,s-every momenr
of the day-worthy of it. Let His praise continually be in your heart
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rd your mouth. Soon you will not be able to stop yourself from
,rrshipping Him.

There Is Never a Time'§ThenYou Dont
Needto§Torship God

Those wlto do not tuorship God soonforget all He has done.

When the Israelites didnt worship God, they started worship-
'-ng their own ways. They stopped seeking His counsel. And they
r.l that even after God had done many obvious miracles in order to
:c them. They complained and lusted after other things and were

rt thankful for what He had provided for them. So God let them
.rve what they wanted, but there was ân enormous price to pay.

"They soonforgot H^ tuorks; thev did not ruaitfor His counsel,but
..sted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tested God in the des-

,-.r. Anrl He gaue tltem their request, but sent leanness into their soul"
.'salm 106:13-15).

A lean and empty soul will never be satisfied or filled. There u.ii1

:.r.er be enough. It will always be miserable.

Every time we worship God with all of our heart, He filLs ,rLrr

inptiness with Himself. "Oh, that men would give thank-. ro r:r.

-ono for His goodness, and for His wonderful works rc, rh. ::.1-

-;cn ofmen! For He satisfes the longingsoul, andflk rf ,. /',,,, .." '

ith goodness" (Psalm 107:B-9).
tù7e cant ever allow ourselves to get into the situaritrr-r '.. :,:r. ',, i

-licve we don't need ro worship God. \We rru5r rrr'- '

ronlent that nothing can shake u5-*rx1 we don't n-. j L l - , '

e cantfail.\7emustnothaveafalsesenseofsecuri .. ,--l. .- - .:

'c don't need to pour ourselves out before the I c,r: -- r ' '.

.r]lptyourselvesbeforeHiminhumbleworship-.,,\,'r,:..-
re fàr eyen an instant that Godt rules don'r ap-,p1'. :

Thariwhat Daviddid thedayheordered hi. r: ,
je listened to the enemyt lies instead ef 5[pri r:.-
rd thanksgiving to God in worship. "Satan srrr,.-, - -.,
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and moved David to number Israel" (1 Chronicles 21:1). So David

told his leader, Joab, to number the troops. But Joab had the fear

of God in him and triecl to talk David out of doing that because he

knew it would displease the Lord.

Joab pleaded, "'ü7hy then does my lord require this thing? \X/hv

should he be a cause of guilt in Israel?" (1 Chronicles 21:3). But

Davicl rvould not be dissuaded and the üoops were counted.

David's thinking was that the number of his soldiers was what

gave him strength and security. He forgot itwas Godwhowas witlt
them rhat brought him victory.

\7hen David finally recognized his sin against God, his "heart

condemned him" and he mourned because of it (Z Sarnuel 24:10).

He confessed and repented of it before God, but he still had to pay

the consequences, which was a plague that killed seyenty thousand

men (2 Samuel 24:15).

All this happened because he didnt humblyworship God, which

would have softened his heart to hear Gocl's voice, and then he

would not have listened to the voice of the enemy.

David had been the great lavish worshipper, the one who went

all out and gave himself totally to worshipping God, but pricle crept

into his heart. As a result he sufferecl a redttction in the number of
troops he had, the very thing he was most proud of. He paid an

enormolls price-but so did his men, I n-rieht add. This only goes

to show why the Bible says we are to prin' fbr all people who are in

authority over us (1 Timothy 2:2).

David was fully restored to God bec,tLse oi his repentant heart.

He said to God, "You have turned fbr me mv uourning into danc-

ing You have put ofrmy sackcloth and clothe cl nre rvith glaclness, ra

the end that my glory may singprdisa ro littt ,i,irl ,tr.,r be silent. O Lono
my God, I will give thanks to You làro e r" Psalnr .i0:11-12).

David recognized that when thing-' * irc string u'ell he thought

he could not be shaken. He said, "In n.t,, l-ri1-,)Püi-in'I sarid,'I shall

uever be moved"' (Psalm 30:6). 
-Ihis 

ir tL., :ri:l:.Lkc too many of us
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.ke when we fail to see where our help comes fiom and why we
,Lrld look to the Lord at all times (Psalm I2l:1-2).
\Ve have to ask ourselves if there is anything we are counting on

).rve Lrs more than we are relying on God. Are we adding up things
,rder to fortiÿ ourselves instead of adding up what God has clone,

oing, and can do in our lives and thanking Him for that? There is
. er a time when we dont need to worship God. Ifwe think there
ihen we are listening to the wrong voice.

God Blesses ThoseV{ho-§?'orship Him Together

Something powerful happens when we worship God with other
. rpie. This doesn't diminish the worship that happens in our heart
- r\reen us and God alone, but we receive another powerful blessing
.re n we worship corporately with other believers in uniry of spirit
:11 mind. And that blessing doesnt happen any orher rvalr
Much is said in the Bible about the importance ofworshipping

,rh other believers. " Let them exab Him ako in the asse*tb11, of thc
,ple" (Psalml07:32)."My praise shall be of You in the -qrertr il.ison-

;r I will pay mylrows before those who fear Him" (Psalnr ll:15 ).

David told God that he did not wanr ro be in "the asser-r-rblr- ot
ildoers," but he wanted to be in the house of the Lord ro 'pr11;1,1,,-,.

-th the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all Your u.ondrr)rL-s r,. orL..
- tx», I ltaue loued the habitation of Your house, tud yf ,1- p,t,1;,, 1._,.,,,,

t r glory drue lk" (Psalm 26:5,7 -B) . "My foot sran.ls i n an -.,'- :-r -.,..; : :

. the congregation.s I u.till bless the Lono" (Psalm 16:11 .

When we are in the house of the Lord proclair-:.rir:. -r.-r-)- .1:r.

orship to Him, we are in His presence ancl our::.: -,- - :-, . :,-.

--ound. Loving the house of God doesn'r mi.ln .'.. : - 
.

rg, but that we love where God's presencc i: in,, .:..r -- : .:-.-l

' exalted among the people with their praisc :n; .,. :,:' -- , .:
''r'sencedwellswhere Heisworshipped anJ iir,.:-* -

.-'can sensetheawesomepowerofHisprc.-::.: -

, ,rship. [r affects us wirh srrengrh, reiur.,rr r- , -
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, rd, He will manifest H
,,.-e do not fade, nor doe
, fullywhen we don't ha.r

,rar's why we doni jusr p

,r- surTllTlorl His presencc

Vhen we praise Hittt lti
r His presence we are ch.r

and purpose. \ù7e are able to better hear from God. There is great
breakthrough that may not happen otherwise.

Praising Him corporately by lifting up our hands to Him in wor-
ship is an acr of surrender and humiliry (psalm 134:2).lt's like sal.-
ing "\ù7e give up." But we are nor giving up on God. We are giving
up trying to do things without Him. \x/e are surrendering to Him.

'§7hen'§ÿ'e 
Praise God, His presence Dwells with Us

our praise is the most immediate and certain way ro experience
God's presence. Even though God is everywhere, certai* degrees
and manifèstations of His presence are only experienced by Àor.
who express their love for Him through praise and worship-

God dwells in the praises of His people. The Bible , yr,,,yor r*
holy, enthroned in the praises oflsrael" (psalm 22:3). But God doesnt
just visit for the momenrs we are worshipping Him and then He
is gone. He stays dwellingwith us. Jesus said, ,,God 

is Spirit, and
those who taorship Him must tuorship in spirit and trutlt" ç1ànn +:z<).
'when we express our love for God with our worship, we humbly
recognize the truth ofwho He is and who we are in relation to Him,
and we open up to a powerful fresh infusion of the presence of His
Spirit that stays with us.

our reverence for God demonstrates humiliw. A humble heart
ofworship and praise is beautiful to Him. "Ref oice in the Lono, o
you righteousl Forpraise from the upright is beautiful" (psalm 33:1).
The beaury of the Lord beautifies us when'uve rvorship Him. "The
Lono takes pleasure i'His people; He u.ill beautifu the humble with
salvation" (Psalm 149:4).

worship beauttfes us because ns rue loob n God, His beauqtreflects
in tts.

\X/hen you wanr to be closer to Gocl. rhcn "cnrer into His gates
with thanksgiving, a'd into His co.rrs * irh praise" and. "be tÀ"rrk-
ful to Him, and bless His nam.'" ipsal.r 10():+). \x/hen you praise
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.1, He wili manifest His power and love to yor.r. His power and

- do not fade, nor does His presence, but we cannot tap into it
irlly when we dont have praise and worship of Him in our heart.

..r's why we dont just praise Him once and we're done. tù7e do

summon His presence like a genie. We praise Him continually.

',\''hen rue praise Him kuishly, He lauishly gifis ws with His presence.

.1is presence we are changed.

!

1



Prayer of Love

LORO, I worship You for who You are and I praise You

for all You have done in my life. Teach me how to worship

You lavishlywith all that is in me' Help me to gloriÿYour
name in worship always (Psalm 86:12). Your name alone

is exalted, and Your glory is "above the earth and heaveri'

(Psalm 148:13) . Let Your high praise always be in my mouth 
.1

and a two-edged sword in myhand (Psalm 149:6).

Help me to never number my assets as David did to give

glory to anyone or anything other than You as the source

of all my blessings. Show me any place in my life where

I am doing that. I dorit want leanness to creeP into my

soul. I onlywant the firllness oflife and heart thatYou have

for me. Thank You that You satisÿ my hungry sod with

Vo,ii goodress (Psalm lI7:8-9).ThankYou that "in the day

when I cried out, You answered me, and made me bold with

strength in my soul" (Psalm 138:3).

I come before You with thanksgiving and worship only

You. "You are my God, and I will praise You" and exalt You

above all else (Psalm 118:28). I give You all the glory due

You because You are worthy of praise. I worship You in the

beauty of Your holiness (Psalm 29:2).I proclaim that this

is the dayYou have made and I will rejoice and be glad in it
(Psatm t18:24). "Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let

Your glory be above all the earth" (Psalm 57:ll)-
In Jesus' name I pray.

\ü/ord
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and all that is withir

Psr
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Jor

I will sing to the
i will sing praise to mv

May my meditar
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Psai
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tü/ords of Love

Bless the Lono, O mysoul;
and all that is within me, bless His holyname!

Pserrvr 103:1

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life,
mylips shall praiseYou. 

i
Thus I will blessYouwhile I live;

I will lift up myhands inYour narne.

Pseru 63:3-4

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth;

for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

JolaN 4:23

I will sing to the Lono as long as I live;
I will sing praise ro my God while I have nlr.beins.

May my. meditation be sweet to Him;
I will be glad in the Lono.

Psarn 104:33-34

It is good to give thanks to the Lonrl.
and to sing praises to Your name, C) \ Iosr I {ieh,
to declare Your lovingkindness in the rnorniri.

and Your faithfulness even' r'riqhr.

Psernr 92:l-2

T
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Look for §Zays to
Thust Him Completely

1

ove and rrusr go hand in hand.
We show our love for God every rune we deliberarcly put our

ast in Him. The reason we won't be disappointed in doingrÀar i.s
:cl1use t/re /oue of God has been poared oû in our /tearts by rh, Ho/,
,hitwho was given ro us" (Rom ans 5:5).
cod's love poured inro us by the indwering Holy Spirir is Lu-irrir-

re. That's because He is unfailing. His love is nor a some rrmcs-
r.rybe-possibly-perhaps-mighr-happen-comes-and-soes 

kr r i r i
ring. The Holy Spirit poured out in our hearr is consr.rni.

Because God shares Himselfwith us, we can certainii'rilr:: :.irr.
roking for ways to rrust God completely doesnT ,r-.,, .,., : -. r, : :

-',rrch hard to find anl.thing in our lives that requir.s -... -:-. :. ..
.lrt. Everl,thing we do of any worth requires rms, r: t_, ,: .

Èenwearetempredtogiveup-orgivein-jusrr,,i:-::,, . . -.
:ecide we are going to give God our complete rrusi,

You are going to have times in your life r,,hen 1 , ,-. r . : -.
iodinthesituationyouarein.YouCannotdoan.::..:

149
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it, but you can worryyourself sick over it' and tl'r'rt srilLrvont change

anything-except thatyou ll be sick' You must trust that God is the

orriy ro*.. of miracle-working Power you need'

il4y d".rghter-in-law, Paige, had Ewing's Sarcoma' a- serious

hor-r. ."...rlwhen she w", .l"tt"t y"'rs old' She rvas in the hospital

for nearly a year receiving chemotherapy and having multiple sur-

geries to replr." prr,, of her damaged leg and knee bones' Because

io -"rr.t itar.r, her age died of this terrible disease' including kids

,h. kt"* in the hospital, it was a miracle she survived' And there

were no reliable statistics on what the chances were she would ever

be able to have children. There were no guarantees from any doc-

tor about this.

After she and our son were married, we all prayed and prayed

that she would be able to become pregnant' and in two years in a

story that is only heis to tell, she did' After she was expecting' we

,r"rr.d worrying whether every"thing would turn out well for her

and tfiè UaUy. TÈat kind ofworry was beyond what we could handle'

and so in prayer we came to the conclusion that Paige's recovery and

life were lirrr^dy miracles, her pregnancy \ /as a miracle' and God

doesnt do p"rtirl miracles' He does complete miracles' No matter

what we feared, \Me were going to keep praying and trusting Him

all the way through th. delivtry that Paige ând babywould be per-

fectly hejthy *Jhr,r. no complications' And that is exactlywhat

hrpi.n.d. üoth", and daughtà't"" through with no problems'

and we had peace throughout the process'

\7e all have opportrÀities like this where we can make a deci-

sion ,, trust Goi completely in a potentially worrisome situadon'

but we must also ,rk i{i* to show us how to approach each con-

cern in prayer.In other words, we dont walk out into the middle of

orr.ornirg',raffic or jump offa building ffusdng that He will pro-

t..t.rr. J"r,r, Himselfdidnt do that' \7e dont dictate the outcome to

God. \7e ask Him howwe are to pray and then trust Him to answer

in His way and time.
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.rcre are manyways to decide you are going to trust God in the

.ion at hand. Below are just a few of them.

Tiust God to DeliverYou from Danger

,,rd gives us a secret place to dwell that keeps us hidden from

.:r. " He who dwells in the sen'et place of'the Most High shall abide

- r the shadow of theAlmighry. I will say of the Lono, 'He is my

:. and my fortress; my God, in Him I will trust"'(Psalm 91:1-

'. e can hide ourselves in the Lord and trust Him to protect us.

lle key here is dwelling every day with the Lord and staying

..,r the umbrella of His protection by living His way. It pleases

r u.hen we diligently obey Him and deliberately trust Him to

-.ct us.

: t'en in dfficub times, God will preserue lou because you make Him

dwellingplace.
(.-an you think of dmes in your life when angels must have

:.ped in to protect,vou? I remember many times like that. One

-r time was during the first winter after we moved from Califor-

. ro Tênnessee. Back then I thought "ice storm" was a metaphor

an especially cold rain. One day I was venturing out for needed

';eries. I had not yet learned that when the weatherman predicts
' ice storm, you get groceries beforehand for seven to ten davs.

-rr days after the storm things looked melted enough to nre. so I

:rtured forth. As I was driving I did not see a large patcli oi bleck

., I had never erren heard of"black ice" before that day, or iil had 1

rbablythought itwas some kind offrozen Halloween parr', J.r,ri'
, ,r-s fi'om California, after all.

Às I drove slowly down a small incline, I intended to str-': ,.: :::.
rersection where I had the red light. But much to ml jhi'-:- -.r,1

rrainly the shock oftall the other drivers around. in't- ,.' : '

ng I slid right into the intersection and spun out in lL. :.-, ' .- '

; that was moving in both directions on the Cross striri - I - -

re. I had never experienced the sensation of being.rr:--r.. : ,- /
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of control in a car before . Any number of cars could have hit me'

but one particular car headed right toward me' That person obvi-

o.rrly.o,.rld not stop either because black ice covered the intersec-

tion. I braced for impact and prayed, "Jesus, help me"-the shortest

prayer I knew-andthe other driver and I totally missed each other.
' 

I,- sure rhat driver was as surprised as I was that we didnt crash.

It was truly as if an angel stuck out his hand and kept us aPart like an

invisible air bag. I could feel the air berween us-or lack thereof-

that jostled o.r, ."rr. There was no other explanation for it'

In the Bible, it sounds as thoughwe must have at least two angels

who are assigned to Protect us because the word for "angel" is plural'

It says of CJd that; He shall gtue His angels charge ouer )tou' to keep

you i, all your ways. In their hands they shall bear you up' lest you

i"rh yo,r.foot against a stone" (Psalm 91:11-12)' Jesus often referred

to multiple ,tg.1, when He was on earth' I figure that beween^me

and the àther driver, we had ar leasr four angels. I dont know if the

other driver was a believer in the Lord or had been a praying per-

son, but I would think he would have become one in that moment'

My concept of 
.,fervent prayer" was clarified in that instant as well.

'Th. 
poi.tt is, Go<l knows how to protect us from danger and can

do so when we make Him our refuge'

Tiust God to ThkeAwaYYour Fear

The Bible says you dont have to live in fear' Not living in fear

doesnt mean being stupidly fearless' There are things you should

be afraid of, but you don't have to be controlled by fear or make it

a way of life.

For example ,yor. shouldbe afraid to leave the door to your house

open all ,tight b.cause ofwhat could happen to you and your family'

B.r. yo,, cJuld also rrLrst God that if you accidentally left the door

op.rr, H. would answer Your ongoing Prayers for protection and

give you grace for tl-rat mistake'- fir. BIbl. r"yr, "You shall not be afraid of the terrorlsy night,

nor of the arrow tltar llie s b.' clar-, nor of the pestilence thatwalks in

I
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iiness, nor of the clestruction that lavs \\,i1ste at noonday'' (Psalm

i-6). But how do we not be afraid when those kinds of threats are

rround us? The threats of terrorizing acts, of crazy people using

rpons against others, of diseases and plagues, and of destructiye

:es of nature-they are always on our mind. How do we handle
,-sc possible threats to our safety?

David trusted God to hear his prayers and give him relief for his

ubled mind, soul, and body. He said to God, " The troubles ofmlt
, t haue enlargec/; bring me out of my distresses!" (Psalm 25:17).

.r it be that some of our heart problems, and the conditions that
:rg them on, have a lot to do with the way we handle srress in our
:s? Stress is a form offear.

\{y husband and i had a dny, long-haired Chihuahua named
:r-imy who did not handle stress well. Thunder was the most trau-
Lric thing in his life, and at the mere flash oflightning, even before
- thunder sounded, he would shake so violently I thought his

.rking alone might make his heart stop.

Yet if someone left the gate open in the backyard, he would run
.r and down the driveway, across the street, and travel biock after

.ock, exploring this fascinating world and never looking back.

.enk (lod that in His mercy we, or a nice neighbor, were always
.le to get ahold of him before disaster happened.

Sammy was afraid of something he didnt need to be afraid
. but fearless concerning something that was extremely danger-

-is. He was never in any danger from the storm, even though he

- rnained unconvinced of that. But he would leave the safety of his

..r'd in a heartbeat, even though there were animals out in the worid
rat would eat him for lunch and people in big cars rvho r,vould not

- en see him before they ran over him, nor ro menrion unethical
:ople who might steal him.

Sammy developed a heart condition rhar rnanv olthese wpes of
.,rss have in later years. His heart kept enlarging lrnril he u'as about
,,.elve years old. By that time his heart \\'i1s so big ir u'a-s pressing
,gainst his esophagus, causing him to chok. \\ c {rrr t hinr :pecial

t
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, praise in our heart, and u'

supplements and medicines from the veterinarian' but we could

or-,t, ,io* down the progress of his enlarging heart' -ÿe could not

stop it.
'Eu.ry 

thrrrrderstorm brought more and more terror to him' even

though there was no way *t"*o'ld ever. allow him to be hurt by

it. t Ë.ta him through ,""'y storms' but he could not be consoled'

The noise *", orr.r*helmingly frightening for him' and he never

,,opp"d shakingviol",-,tly' Thtd'octor gave us medicine to calm him'

but he became too weak to take it'

One nightrvhen Sammywas old' I tried to hold him through a

thunderstorm, but it went on for hours and he was so sick I knew

that to give him a tranquilizer would surely kill him' I had to be up

"".1y "nd 
trying to calm him did nothing' so I let him stay in our

t"rg" .tor., ïnire he liked to go during storms because there are

no windows and he couldnt "t th" lightning or hear the thunder

as well. The closet was connected to the bathroom' where I left his

bowl of water because he panted so hard and long that I knew he

would be thirsty once the thunder stopped'

.x/hen my husband and I woke up in the morning, we found

that Sammy had died in his sleep during the night in the- same posi-

tion he "l*"y, 
liked to curl up in during storms-in the farthest cor-

ner where he could get away from the door and hide under some

clothes that hung doi"'l to tht floor' \(/e were so sad that we cried for

months over his loss. He had been a loving and faithful friend and

family member, and quite a threatening chief of our securiqv detail'

I wonder ho* -",,y of us shorten our lives a little every day' like

Sammy, as we run h."àlo"g into what we need to fear most' but are

terrified to the point of incapacitation over what we dont need to

fear at all. \7e take on "tt" 
i" our iives that we dont need instead

of taking our stress to the Lord and releasing it into His hands'

And how many dmes do we move without hesitation into some-

thing <lange.o.r, fo, us without checking even once to see what God

thinks about it?
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lX/e knew our precious little Sammy was in no danger from the
,rm, but he could never understand that. Some of us are like that
r. How many of us take medicine to calm our fears when God

ints us to trust Him to protect us? I am not saying that taking
-'dicine is bad, or that people should never take medicine to calm
--ir fears, or that people should immediately get ofi-the medicine

'rv are taking. I am saying that God wants to calm our fears, and

- rnust trust Him enough to let Him do that-even if it begins

re small step at a rime.
lhe Bible says, 'A thousand may fall ar your side, and ten thou-

,nd at your right hand; but it shall nor come near you. ..Because

:t baue made tbe Lon», rulto is my refuge, euen tlte Most High, your
: e//ing place, no evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come

-.rr your dwelling" (Psalm 91:7 ,9-10).
the key n fndingfeedom from fear is making God your duelling

.t ('e.

If ,vou make God the One in whom you pur your total rrusr-
-,,1you take all your cares and needs to Him, walk closelywith Him
.ry day, and seek Him constantly-then He will give you a place

:'shelter in Him. The closer you draw to Him and His kinsdom,
r. more you morre into a place of safery from the storm u.nder the
:rbrella of His protection.

Thust God to Hear andAnswerYour Prayers

Every time you pray yov demonsrrare your love for God by
leclaring your humble dependence on Him.

Jesus said, "§7fien you pray, go into your room, and rvhen t'ou
rave shut your door, ?rdy to your Father who is in tlte seûzt plzca,
nd your Father who sees in secret will reward you openh: (N{at-

hew 6:6).

As we wait on Godfor His dnswer to our ?rd)ETs, He rekes us our
rf our shalcy situation and establishes us on a rock He puts a song
rf praise in our heart, and when people see rhar, üq- * drar*n to

ù\-E
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Him because of it. David said, " I waited patientl .fot' the Lono; arud

He inclined to me, and henrd my cry. He ako brought tne u? out of a

horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set nry feet upon a rock, and

estaltlished m1 st€ps. He has put a new song in my mouth-praise
to our God; many will see it and fear, and will trust in the LoRo"
(Psalm 40:l-3).

Waiting on the Lord afier rue haue prayed is another way rue show

louefor God.

In adoption some places take away the old birth certificate and

give the orphan a new one with their new fathert and mothert
names on it. God does that for us too. tWhen you are born again,

your name is written in the book of life in heaven. God becomes

your heavenly Father. You have a new life. A new identity. You are

not the same old you. So dont keep thinking of yourself as having
the same old identitv.

tü4ren we doni understand that with God a process is going on
as we pray, then we dont have patience to wait for the process. \7e
jump to conclusions about whether God is answering our prayers or
not. 'lhat shows a lack of trust in His abiliry to do a new thing in us.

I am not the same person who never got her prayers answered;

I am a new creation in Christ. I'm not the same person who made

stupid choices; I am a person who has the Spirit of wisdom in me.

I am not the same person who had everything go wrong in her life;
I am a new person who serves the God who makes all things right,

Trust God that He can change anything-iruclud'nglou.

'ùTaiting on God means we are putting our total faith in Him.
It means when we pray we are trustirrg that He hears us and wili
answer in His way and time. It means we are looking to Him and

not losing heart. "Ihe Bible says, "I would have lost heart, unless

I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lono in the

land of the Iiving. Wrtit on rbe Lon»; be ofgood cournge, and He shall

strengthen)tour heart;u,ait,I say, on the Lono!" (Psalm 27:13-14).

When you are tormenred r,r,ith cloubt about whether God is who
He says He is, or if He reallr- cares abour you, or will He really hear

Loob fir W4
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! you, or will He really heel

)Llr prayers, or does He love you enough to rescue and protect you,
reveals a lack of trust in Him. But when you decide to trust Him

: ;rll times, He gives you strength in your heart and the abiliq, to
.rit on Him in the process.

Ihe Bible says that it is because you love God that He hears you
i-rcn you pray. " Because he has set bis loue upon Me, therefore I ruill
,'liuer him; I will set him on high, because he has known My name.
-,; 

shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in
, ub le; I will deliuer him and honor him" (psalm 9t:14-15) .

God doesrit say we will never have problems. He says He will be
:rh us to lift us up and protect us when we go through dilliculties
.{tuse î,ue loue Him.
You express your love for God when you trust Him in all things.

rinking you dont need Him excepr in an emergency or crisis
,res not please Him. You show love for God when you recognize
,Lr.r own weakness and dependence upon Him. It tells God that
,u don't wanr to even rry to make it through a day without Him.
trclaring your dependence upon God, and your love for Him, se rs

,Lrr priorities straight and makes dlsrn ç1s21-not only ro God.
.rr also to you.

Louing and trusting God means not jusT ?rdying tt hett 
-1,0 

r /,i,-c . ; : .1

;lis, but as a way of hfe.

\fhen something bad happens, deliberately tell rour..ii:,, :--:
Lrr hopc in Cod ro hring good our o[ir. Tâke your c\ L. - .

'rration and look ro Him. Dorr'r give up hope. no nr rr:- . -

.ltcome appears to be. Dont let the enemy,t râLlrlr! --r--:, . .

,ubtGodtWord.Say,"Lord,Isurrendermi.litèrr,':, -- . :, .-

ervthing in it-good or bad-knowingYou u il" :::::- _ _

: each situation that is committed to You."
\X4ren we put our expectarion in God knou'in S H: :

:rcl rvait on Him for help, we show our lo-u,e fo: H .:

And in the process of expressing our 1o., t _ .

-:nsformed.
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Prayer of Love

LORO, I put my trust in You. I quiet my soul and wait

forYou to be my defense, and I will not allow myself to be

moved or shaken (Psalm 62:l-2). Reveal any place in my

heart where I am afraid to do that fully. Help me to Put
You first in everything I do-day and night. I pray to You

as David did, "Give heed to the voice of my cry my King

and my God, for to You I will pray. My voice You shall hear

in the morning, O Lono; in the morning I will direct it to

You, and I will look up' (Psalm 5:2-3).ThankYou thatYou

hear myprayers andwill answer.

Help me to alwàys look to You and not focus on my

problems. Teach me to "pray without ceasing" (1 Thessalo-

niansS:17). My soul waits onYou for answers to my pràyers,

becauseYou âre my help and shield (Psalm 33:20).I know

that You will strengthen my heart when I put my hope in

You (Psalm 31:24).I know there is peace to be found in any

trial when I invite Your presence into it. Enable me to keep

prayrng and seeking that peace inYou until I have found it'
Lord, I thank You that Your thoughts toward me "are

more than can be numbered" (Psalm 40:5). I "- constantÿ

grateful that You love me. "Show me Your ways, O Lono;

teach me Your paths...on You I wait all the day'' (Psalm

25.4-5).1 lift my eyes to You for You are my help, and I
know that You will not allow me to fall (Psalm 127:1,3)'

Enable me to put my complete trust in You at all times no

matter what is happening.

InJesus' name I pray.
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:ar fuily. Help me ro pur
:ncl night. I pray to you

'.llce of my cry, my King
',. \ Iv voice You shall hear
norning I will direct it to
l--j r. ThankYou thatyou

'ol 
and not focus on my

r'rLrr ceasing" (1 Thessalo-
.rrr answers to myprayers,
,d Psrrlm 33:20).I know
: '' lr.n I pur my hope in
r-.rce ro be found in any

rro ir. Enable me to keep
\ou until I have found it.
rouqhts toward me "afe

.n +0:5). I am constantly
mr \bur ways, O Lono;
"'.'air all the day'(psalm
\-ou are my help, and I
; ro lall (Psalm I2l:1,3).
-r.r in You at all times no

Ç

\üZords of Love

You will keep him in perfect peace,

whose mind is stayed on \bu,
because he trusts in You.

lsntett26l.3

Tlust in the Lono with all your heart,
and lean not on your own understanding;

in all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct your paths.

Pnovrnes 3:5-6

Give ear, O Lono, ro myprayer;
and attend to rhe voice ofmy supplications.

In the day of my trouble I will call upon you,

forYouwill ans\Mer me.

Psaru 86:6-7

My soul, wait silently for God alone.
for my expectation is from Him.

He only is my rock and my salvation:
He is my. defense; I shall not be mor-ed

Psarna 62:5-G

\W4-ry are you cast down, O mr.sclul:
And why are you disquieted u.ithin :.:rc

Hope in God, for I shall yet praise l{r:
for the help of His counrenan.-,

Ps.crNr42:5
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Lean on
His \ü/isdom Enthusiast ically

=lod is a good God who loves us. §fe must never alrow the bad
-=§t61rrt, thathappen in life to cause us to doubt that and under-

:rine our faith in Him and His infinite wisdom.
\W4ren we go through difficult times, if we stay humble before

:'od and wait on Him to reveal His purpose and pran in our sirr,r:r-
on, it shows we are trtmting in His goodness and relving on FIis inh-

rite wisdom. But when we find ourselves in the mid.lre ot'son.,crhi,,g
:rious in our life and dont lean on Him, too often rhar's br,ce,r.
' e dont comprehend how solid and reliable the ri.isclor-, .,f L, ,.1 i,.

His wisdom is perfect and worthy of our full trusr. lh.r:, r r. _ ., -- ! _

'od's spirit ofwisdom is in us and is perfect and unr...rl::ra. ,r,, - ::, -.,
-'arn to trust Him more than we do.

We musr embrace Godi wisdom and Iearr on ir ,:: -

ro mamer what is happening or how bad thing. g_r,

Tlust God to Always Do the Right Thins
From the story of Job it's clear we cannor ;_-,,,.-., --- _: ..

,-h:rt God allows or is doing in our life-ar l.i:: .

tôl
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Him to explain His aoion
and listen, God would spea

in his sufferingwithout req
have a humble attitude row

Job didhave a humble a

The truth is, even good 
1

cate and an aduersary.

Jesus is our aduocarc.

Satan is our aduersary.

We battle our adversary I

Jobt suffering was Satant
fi rst destroyed Job's possessii

still ruorshipped God. "Job ar
and hefell to the ground and
h'om my mother's womb, ar
qave, and the Lono has tatr

LoRD"'(Job 1:20-21).

In all that happenedJob
:L,orshipped Him!

Then Satan attacked Job',
. irtued to worship God. In the
t,od.

Jobt wife advised, "Do \.o
r,od and diel" (Job 2:9). Bu
:he ftrolish women speaks. SÉ
i,tll rue not accept aduersi4,?'

Job 2:10).

Jobt wife lacked understa
ion, so instead of comfortin

:Decred him. ButJob did not,
. r.isread, he cursed the day he

Job said, "§7hy is light giv
re bitter of soul, who long fi

human thinking. But He is sovereign, all-knowing, and all-powerful'

so we cân trust Him to do the right thing all the time'

Some people may see the book ofJob as only about God's judg-

ment, but it's about His merry. God's mercy and love forJob is evi-

dent in His preservarion and resroration ofJob's life. You may think,

as I have, I would rather not go through whatJob did and justforego

the later blessings.I wouldnt want to lose my children even if I were

to have more larer. But this story is not about whether we would be

willing to have all our children killed and lose werything. It's about

*h.ther *. would still trust in God and His infinite wisdom if our

wor$ fears came uPon us.

It has been my experience, and from my knowledge of God's

\[ord, that we will have suffering in our lifetime, and it's far better

ro rrusr in tlle wisdom of God in these times than to blame Him for

whatever we have to endure.

Godt love can be found in our suffering as well as our bless-

ings. "You have heard of the perseuerance ofJob and seen the.end

i"i."dàd by the Lord-that the Lord is ueTy cornpassionate and nter-

ciful" (James 5:11). Godwas not beadng up onJob' His love forJob

,r.rr., *"r,.r.d, just as His love for us t:rever wavers' \7e must cling

to this truth, especiallywhen we are in the deepest pain of our life.

Jobt friends--El iphaz,Bildad, andZnphat-toldJob he was suÊ

fering because he had sinned. They said people who sin are punished,

so obviously Job was being punished. They thought a persotis ma-

terial blessings were evidence ofGodt favor, and punishment was only'

in thislife and not beyond their earttrly lives. Jobt response to his three

friendswas anger ar rhem for accusinghim instead ofcomfortinghim.

Job had not sinned. God said so.

God called Job "a blameless and upright man' (Job 1:8)' This

proves that we should all be careful about any rush to judgment over

the reason for anot}er believer's suffering.

Another person-Elihu-told Job that God was greater than

man, and man did not have the right to question Him or require

à
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,ing all the time. I
[ob as onlv about God's jud6l
mercy and love for Job is er{
rn ofJobt life. You -rv rhin{
h utbatJob did and juxforql
6e my children even if I werd
:about whether *. *odd {
nd lose everyrhing. Itt aborrl
rd His infinire wisdom ifoul

rm my knowledge of God's

lr lifetime, and it's far berrer

iinres than to blame Him for

f,:":i,,;x:'.i^'i.olf
's uery compassionate and fl
rg up on Job. His love forfl
ilever wavers. tVe must clir.l
rhe deepest pain of our lifel
Zophar-told Job he was sul

frïï.i,j":ï::iïH
lor, and punishment was onll
ves. Job's response to his thrrc{
im i nstead ofcom forring hi{

pright man" (Job 1:8). This
rr an1.1lr5h to judgment over
ng.

that God was greater than
to question Him or require

Lean on His Wisdon Enrlrr*itz:ricdlly tô3

.im to explain His actions. He said that if we would be humble
rcl listen, Godwould speak to us. He saidJob needed to trust God
his suffering without requiring an explanation, and he needed to

.r-e a humble attitude toward God in the situation.

.lob didhavea humble attitude toward God. God said that.
The truth is, even good people are tested. \7e each have an acluo-

.-r and an aduersaty.

fesus is our aduocate.

Satan is our aduersary.

We battle our adve rsary by standing with our advocare in prayer.
Jobt suffering was Satan's idea. God allowed it (Job 2:3-6) . Satan

'r destroyedJobt possessions and then killed his children ,buJob
,'l worshipped God. "Job arose, rore his robe, and shaved his head;
',d hefell to the ground and worshiped.And he said: 'Naked I came
)rn my mother's womb, and naked shall I rerurn rhere. The Lono

- ,,,-e, and the Lono has taken away; blessed be the name of the
,no"'(Job 1:20-21).

In all that happened Job did not sin. He never faulte d God. He
,':hipped Him!
'llren 

Satan attacked Jobt body with painful boils. Brr.fob cott-
. rrecl to worship God.In the midst of his agony, Job did nor blarne
id"

Job's wife advised, "Do you still hold àst to r.our inresrin-l CLrr.e

-,c1and die!" (Job 2:9).Buthe said ro her, "'\'ou s;=,eal ,r_r ,-rrc ,rf
: fbolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accepr good.t.,,;;- C,,,: .,,.,,
.il/we not accept aduersity?'In all this Job did nor -sin 

.,,, i:i-. l:, _-:,
h 2:10).

Job's wife lacked understanding or faith in Go.l rr r:r.r. ::.. :..-
,n. so insread of comforting her husband :hc T L..r. . _ ,.- . .. -

..:ctedhim. ButJobdidnotcurseGodasSatant:.*r.'.: ., -

, sread, he cursed the day he was born and long.c - : : _

fob said, "V{hy is light given to him who is in :: .. , :. .. . _ -

re bitter of soul, who long for death, but ir cltre : ._ -
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are now in Christ, the
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Reverence for Go

There are rwo differen
:lte ruorld and the wisdott
berween the two perfècrl,

Godi wisdo,n i, rhe ,

' ncssagc ofJesus' sufferi rr :
:ion seems foolish ro unb
,ar.ed by whatJesus accor
..rower of God (1 Corindr
.hc wisdom of the wise" b
.now Him (1 Corinthian

3:20-21). He wondered why God didnt allo§' hin ro die as a way

to end his agony.

Then Job said words we all pray we u.ill ner.er have câuse to say.

"My sighing comes before I eat, and my groanings Pour out-like

*^t r.'Forihe thing I greatly feared has come uPon me' and ruhat I
d.readed has happened to me" (Jols 3:24-25) '

The truth for us is that even if our own greatest fear comes upon

us, and the very thing we dread happens, God will still make a way

through it and bring restoration to us' The key is to trust and not

bla-e God or become angry/ at Him' if we trust God in His wis-

dom to always do the right thing, we will be touched by His heal-

ing and restorative hand.
-.when 

God finally answeredJob out of awhirlwind, He did not

explainJob's suffering excePt to say thatJob was not meant to know

why. He was to undàrstand that God cared about Job and his life'

and that the suffering God allowed brought Job to the end of him-

self so he could find everything in the Lord'

Gocl reprimandedJob's fi'iends, saying they didnt speak the right

thing to Jot and they had ro repenr for that. He said to Eliphaz, "My

*."À is aroused against vou and your rwo friends, for you have not

spoken of Me *h"t it right, as My servant Job has" (Jol: 42:7) ' God

"...p,..1Job's 
faithfulness and instructed him to pray for Eliphaz,

Bildad, andZophar (Job 42:B)'

Itwas*h.rrlobhad,prayedforh;sfaltblessfiendsthatGod
restored a1l he had lost-sons and daughters, grandchildren' and

possessions. 
.,The Lono gave Job rwice as much as he had before"

iJoU +z,to). Job had to pray for those who hacl given bad counsel

and caused him more grief'

]ob proved that he would not tllrn away from God in a time of

adversiry, as satan said he would, but Job's suffering was directly from

the devil. Before you let,vourself be worried about the devil's Power

to destroy, remember that Jesus defèated satan and all the powers of

hell. At the mention of lesus' name, and the proclamation that you

TRANSFORMING LO\'E
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'. now in Christ, the enemy has to flee. 
-Ihe 

key is to quickly rec-

:nize the enemyt attack and resist his iies and temptations.
\W4ren the suffering was over, all of Job's brothers, sisrers, and

--quaintances came and ate with him in his house and comforted
r-n. The Lord blessed the latter days of Job more rhan his begin-

-ng, and he had serren sons and three daughters, exactly what he
rcl lost before (Job 42:10-13). Job lived 140 years and saw his chil-
::rr and grandchildren for four generations (42:16). God gave Job
i onderful and abundant life of total restoration.
The love of God is powerfully shown in Jobt amazing story. Job

.or-rght his life was over and he looked forward to dying, but God
,.i abundant life ahead for him. Jobt love of God caused him to
rr turn away from God but toward Him, trusting in His wisdom.

Could you or I have trusted God after losing all of our children,
. of our possessions, ancl our health? Yes, we could, but only if we
,iil total love and üust for Godt unfailing love, compassionate
ercy, and infinite wisdom. If God in His wisdom, understandir-rs,
r.l lcrowledge founded the earth and the heavens, He can susrain

, rhrough anl.thing if we continue to worship Him and not f,rult
-1r-n, love Him and not blame Him, and lean on His wisdom and
,r the wisdom of the world (see Proverbs 3:19-20).

Reverence for God Is'§7here Our'§Tisdom Begins

There are two different kinds ofwisdom. There is rhe r. .-.,,.r', ,

': worldandthe ruisdom of God. \7e need to keep rl-rc ,,1i,:r:r-

-'nveen the two perfectly clear in our mind at all times.
God's wisdom is the opposite of the world's. For .:,,.,-:r-: :

r.ssage ofJesus' suffering on the cross and His n'rir,,.clr- --: . :: ..

rn seems foolish to unbelievers, but to those oi,-rs',.,:. - . . -

.l-ed by what Jesus accomplished on the cross. \\ i ::r- : -

,,»ver of God (1 Corinthians 1:18). God sar.s rf i.rr H- . -

re rvisdom of the wise" because the wisdorn oirh:, .., -'

irow Him (1 Corinthians 1:19-21). Jesus is Lrorh ::.. .
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arrr. the wiscromof God, and that is why the world does not recog-

nize Him. Earthly wisdom will come to nothing' but godly wis-

dom lasts forever.

§7e cannot d"epend on earthly wisdom' Paul said' "Your faith

should not be i.t th" wisdom of *tt but in the power of God"

(1 corinthians 2:5)' ' t not the world's' we can-
§flhenwe d"ePend on God's wisdom anc

not go wrong. Ilvery time we seek God and ask His Spirit of wis-

dom to guide us, we are on solid ground' \7e cân say' "I will bless

the Lono who has given me tot""tl; my heart also instructs me in

,i. 
"ufr, 

seasons' i"h"ut set the Lonp alwavs before me; because He

t;;.ô right hand I shall not be moved" (Psalm 167-B)'

The Bible says, " i'' f'o' of the Lord' is the beginning of w.isdom;

a good understandi;;;'"t il tho'" Yh: 
dt His commandments"

(Psalm 111:10). Havi'fi reverence for God is the first step in receiv-

irf,fr. *trao- of Coi, which is imparted to you by His indwelling

,r3Ç sotrn. That doesnt mean yot' kno* everything God knows'

It means you will ha" godly *i'do*.yot' would not have without

Him. It means yot' *itil'"* the wisdom to trust in God's infinite

wisdom in Your life'

Tiue wisdom comes from God" The Bible says"'LenEh of days

is in her right hancl, in her left hand riches and honor'Her wâys are

ways of pleasanrn,u, and all her paths dre Peace' She is a tee of life to

those who take hold of her' 
^nd' 

hoppy are alL ruho retain hei' (Ptov'

e rbs 3:16-18) ' lrc *indom God git"s us brings long life 
' 
abundance'

contentment, strength' peace' and happiness'

V4ren we h,"t ;ïi;isdom' -t *"1k "ftly' 
sleep soundly' and

live unafraid. vr. ri",,..onfidence knor,vi'g God wi[ keep us from

harm ifwe 
"r. 

*ir. .nough to seek Him lor everything' wise enough

to hear His voice of *i'io- speaking to our soui' rvise enough to

do the right thing' "Keep 
'ott'-td 

ttisdon' and discreti on' ' 'then yow

ru i ll w a Lk s aÿ l7 in y ou' *)y' an<l v o r t t'fà o r t L' i I I t ru t stum b le'\4ten you

lie down,Tou wil/ not be ,

uil/ be su,eef' (Proverbs ,i
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t,t;lls ,77's psnce. She is a tree of kfe rc

l,,i,oP), d.re all uho retain hei' (Pror'

gir es us brings long life , abundance,

n.i happiness.

r. r.'e rvalk safely, sleep soundly, and

ce l,-rrorving God will keep us from

:k Hirn for everl"thing, wise enough

ea}.ing to our soul, wise enough to

1 rvisdom and discretion...then you

',otr,.foot will ruot stumble.\/hen you
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tt down, you ruill not be afiaid\ ves, you rvill lie down and your sleep

ill be sweel' (Proverbs 3:21,23-24).

That same chapter says that when we walkwith wisdom, we dont
rilve to " be afraid of sudden terror, r,or of trouble from the wicked

lren it comes;for the Lono ruill be your conf.dence, andwill keep yottr
, it t Jiom b eing caughl' (verses 25 -26) . How often have we seen disas-

.r happen to people who did not seek wisdom from God before

,rey made an important decision? That doesnt have to happen.

'W4rat a comfort 6[21i5-nsl having to be afraid of sudden ter-

,r or attacks of evil people-because God will protect us when we

:.u1 on His wisdom and we trust the Spirit of wisdom within us.

' hen we live in the fear of the Lord, reverencing Him and fearing

' hat life would be without Him, we dwell safely and securely r.vith-

Lrr having to live in fear of evil (see Proverbs 1:33).

God wants you to seek wisdom, understanding, and discern-

rr-nt iust as you would search for a great treasure (see Proverbs 2:1).

Ie u.ants you to " incline your edr to wisdom, and applvyour heart to

.nderstanding," for only "then will you understand the fear of the

. L.,RD, and find the knowledge of God" (Proverbs 2:2,5).

This means we need to be enthusiastically sold out to the Lor.1

,-, that there is nothing in us not dedicated to and og'necl bi- Hrnr.

',-hen we have so much love and reverence for God rhat *.e rre hc.-

.1nt to do anything that would cause Him anlr dltp1-,.tLtrc. th.':-t '', ;
rr beginning to get it. \7e are beginning to underrt,rtt,l ',' r.ri ::r.

-.ar of the Lord is all about. It's loving and reverencins H,l i-. .:.::.-
rq on His unfailing wisdom-both torurtrdu s .rn.l :,, '1'r-,''-: i---
' ansforms us into awise personwho makes s is- .1,::-,., .-..



Prayef of Love

LORO, I love that Your wisdom is erernal, true, and.

always perfect. Help me to seek out and depend on Your
wisdom every day. Holy Spirit of wisdom, fill me afresh

withYourwisdom so that I can always hearYourwise coun-
sel spoken to my heart. I depend on Your counsel at all
times. Têach me to value every day with You so that I may
gain a heart of wisdom (Psalm 90:12).

I knowthatYou bless the nationwho proclaimsYou are

Lord and who'seeks Your wisdom-the people You ]rave
chosen for Your own inheritance (Psalm 33:11-12). Thank
You that Your counsel stands forever (Psalm 33:11). I am
grieved at how my nation has §ectedYour godlywisdom.
Bring us back to You, I pray. Only in You can we ever find
the wisdom to make right decisions. I know that man, in
the arrogance of his own wisdom, comes to destruction.
But when \Me trust in Your wisdom, we ca$ see our life
change for the better.

I praise and worship You. And I thank You that rever-

encing You is where Your wisdom in me begins. Help me
to always love and value You far above all else . I seek Your
wisdom above earthly wisdom, for I know that those who
do that are blessed. I dont want to be like those who "hared

knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lono" for
they could not enjoy Your presence and did not ger their
prayers answered (Proverbs l:28-29). As for me, I lean

totally, enthusiastically, and unwaveringly on Your wisdom
because I love and trust You. Make me to be a wise person.

InJesus' name I pray.
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tüZords of Love

The fear of the Lono is the beginning ofknowledge,
but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Pnovnnss 1:7

\X/hen wisdom enters your hearr,

and knowledge is pleasant toyour soul,

discretion will preserve you; understandingwill keep you,
to deliver you from the way of evil.

Pnownss 2:10-L2

The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom,
and his tongue talks ofjustice.

The law ofhis God is in his heart;

none ofhis steps shall slide.

Pslr.*r 37230-31

The Lono gives wisdom; from His moutl-i

come knowledge and understandinq;
He stores up sound wisdom for the uprishr:
He is a shield to those who walk upriql-Lrh.

Pnovnnss 2:6-7

Wisdom is better than rubies, and a1i rh.- rhlr--.
one may desire cannot be compared r. ilr -r.:.

Pnovsnns 8:11
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