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HowVill Others
Know I Am God's?

1

e ,,
§t must grieve God's heart to see His children fighting over small

E things instead of rejoicing over big things. \7e fight over things

that divide instead of rejoicing together over the things that unite

us, such as the miracle ofJesus' birtl, death, and resurrection, and

His unconditional love, mercy, and grace toward us.

People cant even agree on the Holy Spirit. There is probably

more disagreement on that very subject in the body of Christ than

any other because of two extremes-people who cant even say the

words "Holy Spirit," and others who allow themselves to get crazy,

scary, and weird in the name of the Holy Spirit. Is it a coincidence

that those two extremes least exempliÿ the love of God?

Those who can barely acknowledge that the Holy Spirit exists

dont allow Him to pour His peace, comfort, and love into them.

They dont want Him interrupting their plans for theirlife. Those at

the other extreme are so into themselues and their experience thatthe
last thing they are thinking about is how to show the love of God

toward others.

Both camps love their experience more than they love God.

I know that may sound harsh, but I have seen these extremes a
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number of times in various places and, believe me, I do nor sense

the love of God or the presence of üe Holy Spirit in either one. I
sense a morrement of the flesh.

The same is true for those who are loveless, selÊproclaimed critics
ofother Christians. I am not talking about those who speak the truth
into anothert life because they deeply love that person and want the
best for them. Dont worry ifyou are wondering if thar is you. Those
people will not be reading a book on love because the love of God is
not what t}rey are inreresred in. They are interested in bringing other
people down and not building them up in the things of God.

A ploy of the enemy is to divide believers and pit them agâinst
one another. Imagine ifwe in the body of Christ were so united that
we could pray in unity for wharever God put on our hearts. Think
ofwhat could be accomplished.

Love Other Believers asJesus Loves Us

Jesus said, 'A new commandrnent I give to yolr, thatyow loue one

ûnother; as I haue loued you.. .By this all will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one anorher" (John 13:34-35). That
means our loye for other believers will be the main characteristic in
u.s that demonstrates who it is we belong to and who we love and
serve. It will be distinctive and defining when we consistently dem-
onstrate the love ofJesus to one another.

The love of Jesus was sacrifcial and unconditional and unfail-
ing and not like any other love. His love in us causes us ro resolve

our differences and stop separaring ourselves from other believers

because of nitpicky issues, prickly criticism, and gossipy defamation
of character that are the opposite of Christ's love for us.

Jesus wants us to bear fi'uit that lasts. Part of that is becoming
His disciple and assisting in bringing other people to a knowledge
of Him as rheir Savior.

Ve believers are all members of the bodv of Christ. .W4rat affects

one affects us all. tù7e irll need one anorher. 7he key is to loue others

as He loues us. Love like tl-rar i-s not jusr a chance feeling. It's a choice
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n-e make that causes us to act our oi lo. e ftrrt kirld of love is some-

rhing you sellse in a Person even ii ther- don't do anvthing specifi-

cally for you. It is the way they dre.

People uill bnoru that we are His b-1 otrr lot'e -fàr one another.tW4ren

rve show love for one another by being in unin'-not in allegiance to

à man, but in our common allegiance to Jesus-this will draw more

people to Him than anything else. This love for one another and

unity of spirit require humiliry. That means we are not only hum-

ble before God, but humble with one another.

Our loue and humili4t are shotan in the ruorcls ue sP€/lk. 'ü[hat we

speak has to line up with what we have in our heart. t{/hen we show

our love for God and for others with our words, that blesses God.

Humiliy, is recognizing how clearl\ pathetic our liues would be with-

out the Lord.

Paul told the Corinthians how they were to live as believers. "I

plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that

.you all speak the same thing, andthat there be no diuisions (lmong)/ou,

6u that you be perÿctly joined' togethrr in the same mind and in the

same judgmenf' (l Corinthians 1:10).

Does that mean we all agree on everything and every detail of our

lives? No, it means we agree on whom we serve as Lord and what

He requires of us.

David said, "How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to

dwell together in unityl" (Psalm 133:1). One of the ways we dwell

in unity is to work things out togethel-1s sssk the Lord and the

counsel of other strong and knowledgeable believers.

Part of loving others is being able to drop a matter. Let it go.

Cut your losses and move on. We all have to do that at one time or

another. Prayer is the greatest unifier of all. \ù7hat could happen if
we believers started praying for one another in different denomi-

nations, difrerent cultures, and different areas so that church pride,

denomination pride, and culturaland racial pride no longer existed?

Think what God could do in His people if all "we're right and every-

one else is wrong" pride were elir-ninated.
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David was set upon by false accusers who deceitfully aftacked

him with words of hatred. The worst part \Mas that these were people

he had loved, and they rewarded him with evil for good. But what

did David do in the face of all that? He prayed. He said, "They have

also surrounded me with words of hatred, and fought against me

without a cause. In returnfor rny hue they are m! dccusers, but I giue

myselfn prayei' (Psalm 109:3-4).

He prayed instead of reacting. He went to God instead of try-

ing to get even.
\ÿhat a lesson we can learn from that. Because we have the con-

fidence of knowing God loves us, we can sây, "The Lono is on my

side; I will not f."r. \Xrh"t can man do to me?...It is better to tr,rrt

in the Lono than to put confidence in man" (Psalm 118:6,8). God

is on your side and He knows the truth.
One of the most heafibreaking things is when a belieuerhutts

you. If you both love God and He loves each of you, how do you

reconcile this? You *,rit ptry for that person and for yourself Pray

that if you are wrong, God will show you. But if the other person

is wron$, pray that God will reveal it to him and he will acknowl-

edge it. The best thing would be to pray together trusting that God

knows how to do what it takes to reconcile this breach.

Love Unbelievers the'§?'ayGod Loves Us

Our love extended toward unbelievers will make it known to

them that we dont just love our own) and that is what makes us

unique. \7e love those who are not like us instead of rejecting them

as everyone else tends to do.

The thing that keeps more people-fr0ru receiuing the Lord are belieuers

tuho speak and act toward theru tuithout the loue of God in their heats.

That is what kept me fiom receiving the Lord sooner than I did.

It wasnt until I was faced rvith the true love of God in believers that

the walls came down around tnr- heart. Because of their pral'ers for

me to see the light, the blindness fèll fror-n mv eyes. Only God's love

breaks down barriers like rhar. \lcrc human love cannot'
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Pray for yourself to live in a wa\- thir.t th.- 1..,', I oiGod cân be seen

-1r you. And prav for unbelievers to se e rhc rrurh ,rLrout that. Jesus

.aid, "The wodd cânnot hate you, bui it l'L,ites \le because I testiÿ

'rf it that its works are evil" (John 7:I). \iani people in the world

late Christians because we dre believers ir-r fesus. But we must loYe

rhem as well. Pray that whatever is obstructing people from seeing

rhe truth about God's love andJesus'sacrifice rvill be brought down.
\X/e forfeit all God has for us when we don't love others. ]esus

said people will know us by our love for one another. But do they?

Do people know that about you? Do they know that about me?

t hope so. I pray so. Let's pray together that people will know us

by our love for one another and also our love for those who don't

know Him.

Jesus said, "Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice" (John

18:37). That means we can hear God speak to our heart because we

have His Spirit of truth in us. As a result, we can be led by God in

showing love to others.

Jesus said of us as believers that we will be known by our love-
not by our rules and laws. Jesus did not come to judge. He came

to save and set free. Our judgment on the unbelieving world has

turned them offto the love of Christ because they dont see it exhib-

ited or extended. That's a shame. \[e need to change that perception,

one person at a time if not more . Let's pray we will be known by our

love for one another as believers and for our love toward ot-her peo-

ple who do not know tÂe l,ord. Yet!

The Bible says we are to "pursue love" (1 Corinthians 14:1) and

let all we do be done with love (1 Corinthians 16:14). \fle dont just

pursue it and do it for ourselves, but for others. That's the onlyway

people will know whose we are.

People are drawn to those who love them. Ifyou want your rela-

tionships to be transformed in the best way possible, ask God how

you can better communicate His love in you to them.

I

lo.,,e cannot.



Prayer of Love

LOnO, Your'ü/ord says that it is good and pleasant for all
of us who love You to live together in unity (Psalm 133:1).

And that we should love one another, for when we love You
and love others, ir shows that we truly knout You (1 John
4:7).F{elp me to be a loving uniter and not a divider. Help
me to be a peacemaker, a bridge maker, and a unifier.

Teach me to speakwords tÀat lift up and bring love arrd

peace-words that ediÿand cause people to loveYou more.
Enable me to speak only that which is true, righteous, and
godly. Keep me from being a negative complainer. Your
Vord says that godly speech brings a long, good life (Psalm

34:12-13). Help me to speak the truth about what consri-
tutes a long, good life for others. Enable me ro communi-

.çate Your love to them in every \May possible." I pray I will be known for my love for You and for other
people (John 13:35).I pray üat even unbelievers will know
me by my love expressed to them in kindness and thought-
fi.rlness. I pray they will be attracted to You because of it.
Gach me how to "pursue l6ys"-n61 only to receive it, but
to look to You for the opportunities You have opened to me
to show it to others (1 Corinthians 14:1). Têach me how to
pray to that end so I can extendYour love to those who are

dividers. Enable me ro love others with a pure heart (1 Peter

l:22).
In Jesus' name I pray.
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tü/ords of Love

You, brethren, have been called to libern'; only do not use

liberry as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love

serve one another. For all the lau'is fulfiiled in one word,

even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself,"

Geranrer.ls 5:13-14

Above all these things put on love,

which is the bond of perfection.

CorossraNs3-14

May the Lord make you increase and abound in love

to one another and to all.

l TisBssALoNreNs 3:12

\7alk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,

bearingwith one another in love, endeavoring to keep

the uniry of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

EpHBsreNs 4:1-3

Above all things have fervent love for one another,

for "love will cover a multitude of sins."

1lhrsn4:8

241



in

Isnt It Selfish
to Learn to Love Myself?

ÈÀj\ .ji ost of us are way too hard on ourselves. \7e beat ourselves
F Èt *; up for everything we see that disappoinrs us. Vomen, espe-
cially, are critical of themselves. But God doesnt like that. He wanrs
us to love the person He made us to be. He desires that we appre-
ciate how wonderfully made we are, and so we should love all that
our body, soul, and mind are able to do. He doesnt wânr us criticiz-
ing ourselves for what we think we cannot do or be.

I remember hearirrg a doctor talk about going to a foreign coun-
try to help sick children there. Many were deformed because they
came from the wombs of malnourished mothers who didnt have
enough to eat when they were pregnant. The next time he wenr ro
that country as a missionary, he took surgeons with him who could
perform correcrive procedures on the little deformed faces of those
children. He said thev didnt have mirrors there so they had never
really seen themselves and did.'t know what they looked like. They
only knew the reaction of orhers to them. Thatb hard to imagine,
isnt it? \whatwould it be like ro ne\.er have seen our own re{lection?
Most of us have been looking ar ollrselves in a mirror since we first
saw our parents or sibling: .fu it.
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These linle children \^/ere allowed to see themselves in a mirror
before their surgery and it was disturbing to them. But when they

saw themselves after theywere healed from their surgery theywere

very pleased. Th.y liked what was reflected back. Their confidence

and joy grew as people responded positively to them.

Too often we dont like what we see in the mirror because we

have compared ourselves to picture-perfect images we've seen in
the media. But God doesnt want us to do that. He wants us to see

His beatty in ourselves. He wants us to see ourselves the way He
does. He wants us to let go of our critical attitude and see oulselves

through His eyes oflove.
tÿhen we receive the Lord and His Spirit is in us, God begins

a spiritual surgery that reconstructs and repairs all the disfiguring
things that have happened to us and the damage that has occurred

because of the destroying effects of sin in our life. Ifwe can ruly see

the results, wewill bepleased, because His Spirit in us is beautifying.
.$esus said that we should love God with all our hèart, soul, mind,

and strength. He said this is the first commandment (Mark 12:30).
"And the second, like it, is this: 'You shall bue your neigltbor as yourself '
There is no other commandment greater than these" (Mark 12:31).

These are the two greatest commandments, yet how many of us do

not love ourselves? In fact, we are mean to ourselves when we criti-
cize who we think we are and dorit appreciate who God made us to
be. \We dorit have a proper measure bywhich to determine howwell
we are loving others.

Let me tell you a few things about you.

First of all, you were created in God's image. So were your mom
and dad, and that's why you resemble them too. \[/hen you receive

Jesus, you dre d nelr creation. You have a new self, and from t-hen on
you must stop trying to prop up your old self

You are tbe dwelling plzce of God's Holy Spirit and you belong to

God.You were bought at â steep price, so you must gloriÿ God
in your body and spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Your body is the

I
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temple of the Holy Spirit, and that's ri'hr-ir should be valued and
loved. Dont do any.thing to grieve Hin.r-including criticizing His
dwelling place.

One of the grearesr gifts God gives us is His Spirit living in us.
\X1e should cherish that gift and also love rhe temple He has given
us. You have the Spirit of the one, rrue, living, holy God of the uni-
verse dwelling in you, so refuse to be negative abour yourself He
doesnt like that.

Paul said that a person should nor 'think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to thinksoberly, as God has dealt to each
one a measure of âith' (Romans I2:3).Thatmeans we don't judge
ourselves on the basis ofwhat we accomplish or have made ourselues

to be, but rather we value ourselves with regard to who God made
us to be, what He is doing in us, and how He is enabling us to ful-
fill our purpose.

Stop Saying Bad Things AboutYourself
\(/e want the words we speak to always be pleasing to God, and

that includes the words \ re say about ourselves. David prayed,"Let
the uords ofrny mouth andthe meditation ofmy beart be acceptabb in
Your sight, O Lono, my strength and my Redeemer" (Psalm 19:14).

He was talking about allo{hiswords. That includes the words we
say and the thoughts we have in our heart about ourselves.

If you are always beating up on yourself in the thoughts you
think and the words you speak, how does thar please and gloriÿ
God? How is He blessed when you criticize His creation, ofwhich
you are an importanr parr? Paul said, "If anyone defiles the tem-
ple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy,
which temple you are" (1 Corinthians 3:17). Strong words ro con-
sider. Dont let your thoughts and words defile rhe dwelling place of
the One who loves you best.

L used to be guilty of saying bad things about myselfl Because of
the terrible words my mother often spoke ro me, I grew up thinking
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the worst about who I was. I was often told I was worthless and
would never arnount to anyrhing. I was never told I had âny posi-
tive attributes or that I was good ar anfhing. I was never encour-
aged that I could be or do anything at all. In fact, I was discouraged
and made to feel hopeless about my life.

I was not in a family of encouragers. They only ridiculed. But I
had an aunt who made me feel as though I mattered in this world
and I was not an imposition. Even so, I still ended up hating every-
thing about myself and my life. The bad commenrs are always eas-

ier to believe. So I carried that selÊhatred for years. It only starteà ro
heal once I received the Lord and He began to love me into whole-
ness. Once I was finally free ofthe selÊhatred, I still felt as ifl would
always have to suffer for everyrhing I did wrong in life. Ir was never
easy. It was always a struggle. And I compared my life with the lives
of other people. Their lives seemed remarkably easy by comparison.

It took a time of healing and learning about Godt love for me,
and that helped me ro see the truth. I saw that we all àake choices
every day, and when we cltoose to live in God's bue, and cltoose to
show our loue for Him, it affects every other choice-esp ecially the
cltoice to loue who God rnadr u to be.

No one has everything. It may seem as if some people do, but
they dont. So we cant set our eyes on those who we think have so

much more than we do and critically compare our lives with theirs.
\We dont know the whole story. Only God does.

I was extremely sick with both of my pregnancies, the second
one even worse than the first. I was in bed most of the dme for the
second one, too sick to do anything. In the hours I spent there, I
often heard the beautifirl lady next door out with her perfect win
babies-a boy and a girl-*rat she had adopted, never having a
sick or painful day at all. I allowed myself to become envious of her,
comparing our situarions and wanting hers and nor mine. I couldnt
understand why I, a believer, had to suffer so much, and she, a non-
believer, did not have to suffer at all. I was so sick I couldnt even
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read or watch television. That meant I wasnt reading the Bible either.

Only when a friend would come over occasionally and read the

§7ord of God to me did I have thatwonderfrrl comfort.

After my baby was born, my neighbor brought her son over in

a twin stroller to show me. Her daughter was at home. She told

me that the little girl had severe disabilities, and theywere going to

have to move out of their home and closer to the hospital, where

her daughter could receive the therapy she would need for the rest

ofher life. I was shocked and heatbroken for her.

After they left I cried and repented before God for my envy and

lack of appreciation for what He had grTen me. I was extremely

embarrassed that I had allowed such awful thoughts. I was embar-

rassed before myself and before God. Itt very embarrassing to tell

you this even now. I still deeply regret my attitude of ungratefulness

to God. It pains me to think of it. I vowed I would never again be

ungrateful for what God has given me, no matter the situation- I
would never again so diminish His love for me in myheart or limit
my love and praise of Him. I thank God for every miserable and

painfut moment of my pregnancies, and I would go through it all

again to have my children. I thank God every day for them. God's

merry and love toward me is beyond what I deserve and always has

been.

No matter what someone else has that we think we are missing,

we dont walk in their shoes. §7e should love them and be happy for

them. And we should also love who God made us to be and the life

He has given us. No matter how much we think we have suffered,

there are others who have suffered more. No matter how bad we

have it, there are others who have it far worse.

§[e have to get up every day and thank God that we woke up

alive-no matter how bad we feel that day. 
-We have to thank God

for what we can do instead of complaining before Him about what

we think we cant do. And every time we thank God for something

we can do, lett pray {or someone we know of who is unable to do
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what they want to do. That is how we love others, and it will change

our perspective on everything.

Stop Thinking Bad Thoughts AboutYour Life

If you find that you are constantÿ thinking critical thoughts

about your life, ask God to help you find your hope in Him. If
something needs to be changed and you have the ability to change

it, do so. But if there is nothingyou can do to effect a needed change,

then ask God to do the impossible. lay the situation at His feet. Ask

Him to help you see all the good things about your life and thank

Him for them. fuk Him to help you see your life and your future

from His perspective. Ask Him to change what needs to be changed.

He is probablywaiting for you to come to Him for His help. He may

want the ch einges louwant even more than you do, but He is waiting

onyouto depend on Him.And the reason He is doingthat is because

He wants to take you to places you cannot get to without Him.
God has blessings for your life you cannot even imagine right

now, bugHe may be waiting for you to be perfected in love. That is,

often Godwaits to bless us untilwe bless others in thewayHe\Mants

us to-ay showing love to them that comes from His heart to ours.

There are great blessings ahead for us when we learn to love others

as He wants us to. Even those who are hard to love. And the oPpo-

site is also true. §fle shut offblessings God wants to give us because

we have failed to love others. This is a.very big issue with Him, and

too many of us do not even realize it.

Dont worry. \ühen you come to TruÜ love and appreciate who

God madeyou to be, youwont be filledwith pride. Youwont focus

intenseÿ on yourself. And you wont be envious of others. That's

because you dont need to be. You are you and that is good. You dont
need to be anyone else.

Loving yourself and your life doesnt by *y means indicate that

you think you're better than anyone else. It means you appreciate

the good things about yourself and the life God has given you. You
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realize you and your life are a work in progress, and you anticipate
great things ahead. You dont compare yourself to anyone else, and
you dont compare your life to anyone elset.

No matterwhatyourpasthas been-you mayeven feel unloved,
unlovable, or unwanted as I did-God sees you as valuable, with
great purpose and gifts He has put in you to use for His glory. But
you have to be free of the past. It does not define yor today. God
defines you. His Spirit in you defines you. Jesus defined you as being
worth dying for in order to give you eternal life with Him. So do not
judge yourself by your past. Yesterday is go!e. Today is a new day.

Just because things happened a certain way iri the past doesnt mean
they will happen that way today- Do not limit what God wants to
do in and through you today and in the future.

You do have to forgive anyone who rejected you or made you feel

unloved. And you must forgiïe yourself for not being allyou expect
yôurself to be. Stop dwelling on what you think you shouldbe, and
start dwelling on all you canbe in the Lord. Stop focusing on what
you are not and concentrar" o, *ho yo u arr. God'slove hbàrates you
to be all He created you to be. His love has set you free ofyour own
selÊimposed limits. His love releasesyou.It doesnt control you. But
you have to open up to His love fully and receive it every day. §flhen
you criticizryourseif instead of believing what God says about you,
you are not frrlly receiüng His love.

Each morning recognize that God has given you this day. Say,

"This is the day the Lono has made. [I] will rejoice and be glad in it"
(Psalm ll8:24). And when good things happen, say, "This was rhe
Lono's doing; it is marvelous in [myJ eyes" (Psalm ll8:23)..ÿhen
bad things happen, say, "Praise You, Lord, thatYou are in charge of
my life, and because You love me, You will work things out for good."

Think ofJesus and how He was rejected, yet He fulfilled a grear
and magnificenr purpose. "The stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornersrone" (Psalm 718:22).

I have been rejected and am now fulfilling Godt purpose for my
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lirè. iil ha.l ended my life, as I once attempted to do, I would never

har-e kn.r..'r'L u'hat God had planned for me. The same is true foryou.

Don'r s,rbor.rge u.l-iat He is doing in your life by not loving yourselfl

That doesn'r mean \rou are "in love" with yourself, which is prideful
and narcissistic. Jesus said to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Mark

12:31). That means yolr must love who God made you to be in order

to love your neighbor well. There is a connection berween loving

others and loving yourself lt's healthy to love who you are and to

appreciate the life God has given you to live for Him. It frees you up

to fully express your love for others God puts in your life and heart.
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r.i .irrempred to do, I would never

neighbor as yourself,, (Mark
God made you ro be in order

Prayer of Love
T
LORD, thank You thatYou love me and thatyou made
me for Your purposes. Help me ro appreciate all you have
put in me. Enable me ro recognize the gifts you have given
me to be used for Your glory. Enable me to see the good
that I m nor seeing, and to reject the selÊcriticism I focus
on. Gach me ro love You more agrd appreciate who you
made me to be so I can express love to others with greater
freedom. Keep. me from holding back from others because
I am selÊconscious.

I confess any feelings I have about my life that are neg-
ative and critical. You are in charge of my life, and I trust
You to bring good into it. Give me wisdom to see the great
things You have pur in me and my life that will be used for
Your glory. Help me to love others as you have taught me to
love myself-that is, with great appreciation foryourwork
in me and in them. I know that when I"love you, myself
and others that this is the fulfillment of the law (Romans
13:10). I do not want to short-circuit tÀat in any way.

Help me to "pursue righteousness, godliness, âith, love,
patience, and gentleness" because they are beautiful in your
eyes and pleasing ro You (l Tmothy 6:11). Lord, you are
beautifirl and wonderful and lovely and attractive and desir-
able. Let all that You are shine through all that I am. Help
me to love myself in a way that doesnt say, "I am great,,, but
rather says, "You are great! And You are in me making me
more likeYouevery day."

InJesus'name I pray.

connecrion between loving
to love who you are and to

.,-, live for Him. It frees you up
,,, .,.1 purs in your life and hearr.
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'ü/ords of Love

He who gets wisdom loves his own soul;

hewho keeps understandingwill find good.

PnovsRBs 19:8

Put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

CorossuNs3:14

Just as you presented your members as slaves

of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more

lawlessness, so noïv Present your members as slaves

of righteousness for holiness.

RorvLqNs 6:19

Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith,

.;:' love, peace with those who call on the Lord

out ofa Pure heart.

2Ttuorsv2z22

He who would love life and see good days,

let him refrain his tongue from evil,

and his lips from speaking deceit.

l Pmnn3:10
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tü/hat If I'm tlnable to Bear, Believe,

Hope, and Endure All Things?

Ë ."rrt put up with this anymore'" "I cant bear it any longer'"

E 
;t aoi, believe it's wer going to happen." "I dont believe things

will ever change." "I have lost hopethat this person will ever.le any

different." "Vhrt I have hoped for is too long in coming'" "I cant

endure another minute of this." "I just cant keep going on this way'"

Have you ever found yourself saying or thinking these kinds of

thoughts about anyone or any situation? I know I have' More times

throi care to admit. But that was backwhen I was trying to do life

in my strength and not reÿing totally on God'

GodistÀ. orly one who can give us the strength and starnina 
.to

bear up under the weight we are carrying' He is the only one who

gilr., .r, thefaithto believe for important things once we decide to

Ir,rrt in Hirn. He isthe only one who gives us bope whenwe put our

hope and expectationsin Him.Ë/e is the only one who sustains us

*iih prrrrurrdnce sowe czln endure what we are facing'

The Bible says the kind of love we need to have is the kind that
,,bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all

things" (t Corinthian s 73:7). But we cant do these things on our

3
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own. In fact, we \Mere not created to do them by ourselves' Our

shoulders were nor built to carry this load. God knows whether

we have a heart that is surrendered enough to Him to rely on His

enablement.

After Jesus was resurrected and ascended into heaven, He sent

the Holy spirit to those who believed in Him. Jesus said, "\rhen the

Helpercomes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the spirit

"fi"th uho proceedsfiom the Father, He will testiÿ of Me" (John

iSrZ6.The Holy Sp iritis ow helperandcomforter.Heis ou counselor

and teacher. He helps us to do what we cannot do on our own' He

is the one who enables ts to bear, belieue, hope, and endure ùl things.r

Love BearsAllThings

\7hat does it mean to bear all things? It means to uphold the

things God has called you to sustain. He has not called you to

b."r-.*ryone's every burden-all your family members, friends'

acquaintances, coworkers, and people you hear about' You cant do

it. ôod doesrlt *ant you trying to be God to other people"He-by

the power of His Holy Spirit in you-will hetp you to bear all the

things He has called you to do. He has not called you to be Santa

Claus to everyone.

God calls us to bear one anorhert burdens, and one of thp best

ways ro do this is in prayer. Heartfelt prâyer'thât lifts the concerns

of others for whom you sense a burden ro pray is always Godt will.

\7e have all heard people say, wel[ all I can do is pray. But the truth

is, that is actually th e bestthingyou can do. You should always start

there and then do the other things He is leading you to do. \)rhen

you lift up your concerns about others to God in prayer, ask Him

what Hewtnts you to do.

§7e dont need to get crazy about this. If we see a child about to

run into the street where cârs are driving by, we dont have to pray first

to see ifwe should reach out and grab her. God has given us a brain,

good sense, and thewisdom to make an immediate call on tlat.
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Other words and phrases for "ba,ii"' ,i: rtsec/ in this context are stf-
fer, put up with, overlook, lend supporr. rnaintain, sustain, uphold,
undergird, bolster up, shore up, prop up. spare no effort, to go all

out, endeayor to do onet best, sustain. maintain, back up, under-

gird the foundation of,, cradle, and cushion.

Ask God to show you where 1'ou might be trying to do any of
these things on your own. You may be surprised at what He shows

you and how He can enable you to do what He calls you to do with-
out stress.

Love Believes All Thirgs

Believing all things means believing for the best in other peo-

ple. Believing that God has a great pla n for theirlife, as well as yours.

Believing that God will work things out for their good, and yours

also. Believing that God will answer your prayers for them, along

with those prayed for yourself It means you do not expectthe worst
for others or for yourself Nor do you suspect theworst in them.

Other ruord.s andphrasesfor "belieue" as it is used in tltis context dre

expect, conclude, be inclined to *rink the best of someone, believe

the best in, have confidence in, give the benefit of the doubt, give

credence to, trust, assured, reliance on, acceptance, suspension of
disbelief, confidence in, and sureness. 

"

Only God can help us do all these things, especiallywith regard

to believing for the best in people as a sign of our love for them.

Love HopesAllThings

To hope all things means we put our hope in the Lord. And
because of that we have hope that He is working in the lives of the

people for whom we pray. It means we dont give up on people and
write them off. For the worst offenders, we release them to God
and ask Him to work in their heart and bring them to their knees

before Him. \)7hen we do that, we are assured that He will do what
is right for them.

H
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Hope is one of the three things that last, along with faith and

love, "but the greatest of these is loue" (i Corinthians 13:13). In the

end, when we are with the Lord in heaven, we will no longer need

faith because faithwill become sight. §Tewill no longer need hope

because all our hope will be frrlfilled. But we will always have lwe,
because God ls love and we will be with Him.

Other utords andphrasesfor "hope" are cheerfrrl expectation, state

of expectancy, anticipation, likelihood, probability, presumption,
certainty, put one's trust in, anticipate, envision, looking forwar{
to, long awaited, expected, promised, and imminent.

All this means you cheerfirlly expect the best in people and can

predict a good future for them. It means you have reason to believe

that the best is yet to come because you have prayed for them. You

anticipate good things from them, and you are on the lookout for
good things in them and for them.

fukÇpd to giveyou the hope in Him you need for the seemingly

hopelesi situations and people you see around you. He will do that
by putting the lasting hope in your heart that you need.

Love EnduresAllThings

Before I say anything else, let's get something straight. Èndur-
ing all things does not mean you allow someone to abuse you. A
woman does not allow herself to be huft, mistreated, beaten, or
damaged by her husband or potential future husband. And you do

not allow anyone to violate you in any wary. Ever. That is not of the

Lord. It is never His will for you. And anyone who tells you oüer-
wise is aligned with wil, and you need to remove yourselffrom that
person immediately.

Enduring all things means you âre willing to go the extra mile
with someone. You are persisting in the situation, and you are

summoning your most patient self to go the distance to see them
through their difficult situation.

What If Im Unable to

Other u.,ords and phm.

persist, carry on, keep or
tinue, abide, hold on, sr

long, love through, and :

You cannot be er,enr

God enables you ro be t

brings into your life.

James said, "\X/e corLr

He is talking abour e ndu
we dont give up and en

because ofthe chance rh,

do what God is callins u



NG LOVE

rhar lasr, alonoô with fairh and
I Corinthians 13:13 In the

l-i|. en, we nowill longer need
u.i11 no longer need hope

3lr \ve will always have love.
llim.
;h eerful expectation, state
nro babiliry presumpdon.

- l\-i-sion, looking forward
inrminent.

.re best in people and can
,u haye reason to believe

:..,,'e prayed for rhem. you
-l are on the lookout for

need for the seemingly
r-ou. Hewill do that

rlat you need.

straight. Endur-
to abuse you. A

::lsrreated, beaten, or
--Lrsband. And you do

- ;r, Thar is not of the
-,, ho tells you orher_

r-or-rrselffrom that

:, qo the exua mile
srruation, and you afe

- ,ranCe tO see them

lVhat If Im [Jnable to Bear, B;i:, | : -: ; : : : I;irlrtrc A// Things? 251

Otherruordsandpbras«foï"eitoltr;.:,.,-j..ri,i //-iedfjerertr€persevere,
persist, cany on, keep on, keep tn ing. kcep, r1p the good work, con-
tinue, abide, hold on, stay rhe course . go rhe distance, prevail, last
long, love through, and stand the tesr of rime.

You cannor be everything to all people. you can only be what
God enables you ro be for the people He puts on your heart and
brings into your life.

James said, "We counr them blessed who endure,, (James 5:11).
He is talking about enduring until the coming ofthe Lord. It means
we dont give up and end it all. or withdraw from loving others
because of the chance they will only disappoint us. \7e conrinue to
do what God is calling us to do and love orhers as He is leading us.



Prayer of Love

LOno, help me to bear all things when it comes to lov-

ingothers. I knowYouwill not call me to go beyondwhat I
am able to bear because it isYouwho sustains me. Uphold

me so I have strength to help others and standwith them as

they go through trials. Help me to belieue all drings by sus-

pending any disbelief I have in me regarding others. IfI can-

not believe for the best in them, I can believe fot Yourbest

for them. Help me to encourage them as You have encouÈ

aged me.

Lord, help me to hope all things for odrers because my

hope for them is in You. Just as I never suspend my hope

in You, help me to not lose hope for other people either'

Teach me to nôt write people offwho have disappointed

me, orwho seem to never resPond to the hopeYou have for

drem. I have courage knowingYou will strengthert my heart

because my hope is inYou (Psalm 3l.24).

l,ord, enable me to endure the things You have called

me to do as a sign of love for others. Help me to persevere

in prayer for them and encourage them to stay trlre"to the

promisesYou have given them inYour§7ord. Enable me to

keep going and trying again after someone has §ectedYour
love andmine. Strengthen me to go the distancewith those

whomYou have instructed me to do so. I dont want to be

a person who only endures for a while (Mamhew 13:21)'I

want to stay the course with You so I can stay the course

with others to whomYou lead me to revealYour love. Tlans-

form a[ my relationships as a result of Your giving me the

abiliryto do all this.

In Jesus' name I pray.
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§7ords of Love

Consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners

against Himself, lest yor-r become weary and

discouraged in your souls.

HreREsrs 12:3

Sanctiÿ the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready

to give a defense to everyone who ask§you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.

1 PrrBn 3:15

\7e also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation
produces perseyerance; and perseverance, character;

and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint,

because the love of God has Èeen poured out in our hearts

by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

RorvreNs 5:3-5

After he had patiently endured,"he obtained the promise

HsnRrrv's 6:15

\(/hatever things you ask in prayer,

believing, you will receive.

Mlnrla.r:rv2lz22
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How Can I Show Love
in Every Situation?

I

§ oveneverfails.

L Thatt what it says in the love chapter.

But we have seen human love toward us fail. Fail to materialize.

Fail to go the distance. Fail to believe for the best in us. Fail to be

kind. -Weie 
seen our own love toward others fail at times too.

Only God'slove never fails.

In order for our lor,re to never fail, it needs to be established on
God's love first. His love in us never fails because His Spirit of love

is in us. And He never fails because Èe cant fail to be who He is. So

it's our job to see to it that we draw close to Hirn every day in prayer

and worship and in reading His love lefter to us.

§7e also have to ask God to guide us in all things-especially per-

taining to showing love to others. Itb not that we need to ask God
ifwe are to show His love. \7e must inquire of Him wltattheloving
thing to do is in each situation and each person or group ofpeople.

First of all, you can show love in everysituation simply by ask-

ing God to help yotr not show a lack of love in any possible way.

(Remember chapter 17 about revealing a lack of love?) In some
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places that alone would be a grear restimony ro the greatness of God,
not to mention a shock to those who are not used to that.

Let the Holy Spirit LeadYou to Do God's sÿ'ill
Jesus said doing God's will was like food to Him (seeJôhn 4:34).

It must become like that for us as well. §7hen we demonsrrare our
love for God by doing His will, it feeds ourbody,mind, soul, and
spirit too. It edifies us in ways that nothing else can.

Not long ago I made a decision to hetp a friend. I knew she
needed my assisrance, and the Holy Spirit would not let me igErore
that fact. I was exhausted from many demands and deadlin.rLd
important obligations to others I needed to be doing. So I had good
reasons not to help. But she was alone, with no one else to assist her
in her move ro a ne\ / place, and I was physically and mentally able
to do it. AII the people who said theywould help her did not show
up. §/ho wanrs to help someone move, right?

I knew rhis would take hours and it would be exhausting-and I
am nüt a young person. But neither is she. And it was a longer drive
for me than I wanted to make alone at night at that time in mylife.
My list of reasons for not doing it was long.

Before rhar encounter I had with God in the love chapter of the
Bible and He convicted me about asking Him how He wànted me
to show His love ro orhers, I would not have even asked Him about
this. My mind would have already been made up. But on this day I
asked the Lordwhat I should do-because the commitments I had
made to other people had to be considered as well-and the Holy
Spirit impressed clearly upon my heart that the loving thing would
be to help her. I asked God to give me the energy, sramina, and phys-
ical ability to do what I needed to do. §7hen I headed out in mr car,
I felt God with me all the way. \X/hen I got to her house, my friend
was overwhelmed by all that needed to be done, but because I was
being assisted by the Holy Spirit, I had great clarity on how this
p§ect could be done quickly and efficiendy. And God gave me

Hou,
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strength and a clear mind that surprised me-a rare thing for me
at that time of night.

Four hours later we finished what needed to be done. The most
amazingthing was that on my drive home I had more srrength and
eners/ than when I started. That was a miracle from God! I had cho-
sen to showlove according to His leading, and I felt His presence in
greâter measure than I had ever felt it before.

Olympic runner Eric Liddell would not nrn in the Olympics
on a Sunday because he was a strong Christian, and he obeyed God
by calling the l,ord's day holy-the Sabbath, a day of rest dedicated
to God. ln Chariots of Fire, a film about his life, he said of God,

"§7hen I run I feel His pleasure." He felt Goôt pleasure whenever
he ran because he was doing God's will, and his love for God was

his prioriry.
I felt that same thing when I chose to show Godk love over my

own convenience and help a lady move. I chose to ignore the cries of
my flesh saying, "I cant do this! I am too old, too tired, too pressed

for dme." But I came out tJre better for it. I found strength from the
l61d-s11sngth I absoluteÿ did nor have without His enablement.
And I gained a friend for life.

God enables us to do things ute could neuer d.o witbout Hirn utheru

ute choose to do them in loue-tbe loue He puts in our Leartfor otbers.

Dont Assume You Know God's'§7'ill in Every Situation

Showing love to others doesrt't mean we get ro play God and
try to meet every person's needs. That's dangerous and definitely
not God's will. My husband and I learned our lesson well about
that when we were trying to help someone without the leading of
the Holy Spirit. §7e thought, Iti ahaay good to help sorneone in need,

right?Wronq! \7e cannot always make a judgmenr as ro what a per-
sont actual need is withoutknowing the facts. And onlyGodknows
the whole story.

One time we helped out someone by giving him money ro pay

r ro the greamess ofGod,
or used to that.

Do God's§7ill

i ro Him (seeJohn 4:34),
:r-n \\.e demonstrate our
,,' E,odr mind, soul, and
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his mortgage that month because irwas wayoverdue and he did not
have the funds. It turned out that we should have given the màn.y
to his wife because he used it to buy drugs. §7e didnt even know he

was using drugs. Blut she did, and she would have told us ifwe had
asked. But we didnt ask. And we didnt seek God about it. \7e didnt
pray first. §7e didnt ask t-he man any questions. We assumed God
wouldwant us to do this. Butwe were dradutrong.

\X/hen his wife later told us what happened, we were shocked and
grieved. That man later learned a hard ls55sn-x âll that needed
to happen in order to bring him to his senses and get help-a fall
we delayed for at least a month because we enabledhim to keep his
o"#x";!r;ff);sàlo)sin,, 

aorseekingGod. 3

Sometimes the most loving thing is the hardest to do. Thatt
because what may seem to yor.r is the best thing may actually notbe
the best for that person at that time. The moneywe gave would have

been better used to geç that man some help. \Me absolutely must be

led by the Holy Spirit in every situation.
God decides ulto, Hedecides when. Hedecides horaWe dorit.

Thatb ,ühy *. need to ask Him for His leading. \Wë are nor sup-
posed to try and be someone's savior and rush in to meet their every
need so that they never have to seek God for anything. \X/hen we
do that, we rob them of knowing God as their Provider, Protector,

and Deliverer.

\(/e must always remain God's instrument and remember that
we work for His f"-ily business. \7e dont run things. §7e donT go
offon our o\ivn trying to rescue and fix everyone. \7e cannot do that
anyway. \7e dorit have supernatural power and unlimited resources

without the Lord. And He only lets us partake ofthose according to
His utillandnot our own.

In a nutshell, God loves us. But we choose to open up to His loue

in order to fully receiue it. Those who do not acknowledge God as
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.ckrowledge God as

the Father, the Son, and the Hoÿ Spirit-all personifications of
His love for us--cannot receive His love in the depth He has for

us. But once we do receive Godt love and walk with Him, we cdn'

not kee? ourselaesfom showingour loaefor Him. As we express our

love for Him, He fills us with more of His divine nature. The more

we become partabers of His diuine nd.ture, the more we sow seeds of
His love into others, according n His leading. The rewards are great

when we love others because then our path will be "like the shining

sun, that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day'' (Proverbs 4:18).

Our love for others is not manifested in order to attractpeople

to ourselves; it is to attract them to God. And that is where this ulti
mately should lead. You love people engugh to care about where

they spend eternity. You love them enough to not want them to

spend eternity forever separated from God.

God warns us in His §7ord that the day of reckoning will come.

And we see that all signs indicate the world is quickly headed in that

direction now. The day and time have been extended to give people

the opportunity to make the right choice as to what side they are on.
\Me will either choose God or His enemy during our lifetime. And
by not making any choice at all, we have chosen the enemyt side.

Going to heaven to dwell in eternity with the one true God is

onlysecuredbypeoplewho make the choice to receive the onlyOne
who has paid the price for us to secure our place in heaven and have

our name written in the Lamb's Bobk of Life. \7e must love others

enough to pray they will make the right decision. And then show

them how to do that.

Paul said, "Do you not know that those who run in a race all run,

but one receives dre prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.

And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things.

Now they do it to obtain a perishable crowll, but we for an imper-

ishable crowri' (1 Corinthian s 9:24-25).
Run it to win it.
Showing loue to dnother person medns ue dre not to withhold good
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J)'oin rl,o:r to ruhom it is due when it is in our poaer to giue it (Prov-

erbs 3:f=). "Do not say to your neighbor,'Go, and come back,

and tomorrorv I will give it,' when you have it with you" (Prov-

erbs 3:28). It means we are to show love in every situation because

we haue ir. When the Lord opens up an opportunity to tell some-

one the reason for the hope within you, do it in love. Tâke the time
to look that person in the eye and smile. Let them know you see

them-and that they are not invisible to you, they are valuable.

And you will reap blessings on earth and rewards in heaven that
will last for eterniq,.

Showing love to others will not only transfo fm lour life, but it
will transform your relationships with others aswell.
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Prayer of Love

LOn», fill my heart so frrll of Your love that it overfows

to others. Enable me to show Your love in every situation.
I depend on You for guidance with that. Lead me byYour
Holy Spirit to make decisions regarding what is always

pleasing to You. I dorit want to interfere with what You are

doing in another's life. I dont want to move in the flesh, but
instead be led byYour Spirit in all I do and say.

Têach me to not only love others with my words but
also with my actions. -When.onilone I know has experi-

enced loss, help me to not only pray for them but also do
something to help them recover. I know there is a time for
grief and we should not interfere with that, but when grief
becomes prolonged to the point ofphysical and emotional
paralysis, I pray You would enable me to help that person

walk through it and get to the other side.

Gach me to love others with the love in my heart that
comes from You. I know that "the mouth of the righteous
brings forth wisdom" and "the lips of the righteous know
what is acceptable" (Proverbs 10:31-32). Help me to know
words that are wise and acceptable at all times. I know that
"in the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he who
restrains his lips is wise," so rnake my words to be valu-
able and ediÿing to others and never meaningless (Prov-

erbs 10:19-20). I knowthât can onlyhappen byYour Spirit
of love working in and through me.

As I learn to love others in ways that please You, enable

me to be consistent so all my relationships will be trans-
formed and will gloriÿ You.

InJesus' name I pray.
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§7ords of Love
speakirtg rt,

May our LordJesus Christ Himself, and our God
and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting

consolation and good hope by grace, comfort your hearts

and establish you in every good word and work.

2 ThsssALoNrANs 2:16-17

The ways ofman are before the eyes of the Lono,
and He ponders all his paths.

Pnovpnss 5:21

1

God has not given us a spirit of fear,

but ofpower and oflove and of a sound mind.

2Ttmorsvl:7

God's Holv Spirir r. .

How comfortinq rc, L,

Spirit in everv arci .,i

Beloved author -Sror:r.

been read by r-nil1i,rr-,

wants you to he;rr H1,

and spirit. Hos'Hr .

God you yean-r fbr. :i:
fulfillment of God'. p

My love be with you all in Christ Jesus

I ConrNrHmNsl6:24

Now abide faith, hope, love, these three;

but the greatest of these is love.

l ConrNmrreNs 13:13
. be üansforme<

. discern Godb 
1

o receive the inh

. live out Godt'
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;omfort your hearts

',i,rrd and work.
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Jesus.
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.:- !oLrnd mind.
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"Vhenyou clear$ recognize His uoice

speaking to your heart, your life tuill neuer be the sarue. "
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God! Holy Spirit is as close as your next breath-what an amazinggsft.
How comfoning to be able to walk in the power and presence of the Holy
Spirit in eÿery areaofyour life.

Beloved author Stormie Omartian [as written books on prayer that have

been read by millions. Now she focuses on the Holy Spirit and how He
\Mants you to hear His gende leading when He speala to your hearr, soul,

and spirit. How He \Mants ro help you enrer inro r}e relationship with
God you yearn for, the wholeness and freedom God has for you, and the
fulfillment of God's promises to you. FIow He u)dnts to lead you to

. be transformed in your emotions and character

. discern Gocl's guidance, blessings, and protection

. receive the inheritance laid up for you as God's child

. live out Godt will for your life

. have a iife that you cânnor possibly live without Him

As you trust in the Holy Spirit and His great love for you, you will be filled
with His rnind, knowledge, ancl lr,isdom. You will grasp a vision for the
special calling on your life, and vou rvill sense His guidance in the way

you should go.

; :' cs of the Lono,
:-, :arhs.
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