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Leave the
\üZorld of His Enemy Entirely

3

_a 
t, .

_' od i enemy is our enemy. And our enemy is Godi enemy.

. r'es from 112i.

When we welcome evil into our lives in any way, we welcome
'i enemy of God, and we need the power, wisdom, guidance, and
.lp of the Holy Spirit in order to separare ourselves completely
rm that realm. That doesnt mean we should isolate ourselves from
'-ryone who doesnt believe the way we do. k means we dont give

re enemy an opening inro our mind and life in anyway.
§7e're never allowed to have one foot in God's kingdom and the

:her in the realm of darkness.

|esus said, "The ruler of this world is coming, and he has noth-
'g in Me" (John 14:30). This means that because Jesus was sinless,

'atan had no authority over Him. If we surrender nothing of our

'-es 
to the enemy and everything to Jesus, the enemy has no aurhor-

.1'over us either.

God wants us to live in the worlcl, but we are nor to align our
cart with the world's system. Thatt because it is opposed to God's
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kingdom and rule and all that God is and does. As much as it is up
to us, we must choose to allow only godly and faith-filled people,

who live in Godt ffuth, to be the influencers inour lives.

David satd,"My eyes shall be on the faithful ofthe land, that they

may druell utith rnd' (Psalm 101:6). §7e, too, should not spend the
majority of our time with those who might infuence us to pick up
any of the enemy's ways.

If we align our heart with euilinanyway, it will come back upon
us in some negative consequence. But ifwe express love for God by
resisting euilin our lives, God will be our defender.

Ask God to DeliverYou from Evil

Jesus taught us to prây, " Deliuer usfrom tlte euil one.'

David prayed, "Deliaer me, O Lon»,fom euil men; preserve me

from violent men, who plan evil things in their hearts...who have

purposed to make my steps stumble" (Psalm 140:l-2,4).
\(/e, too, must often pray, "Deliver us from eyil" and "protect us

from evil men." That's because the enemy of Godwillattack each one

of us. Jesus knew that, and itt why He taught us to pray the way He
did. I always pray that my children will be delivered from evil as well,

because the enemy will try to entice them.
Too many people are in denial about whether we have a spiri-

tualenemywho opposes us. And bad things happen in peoplet lives

who are either ignorant of the enemy and his tacrics, or they have

chosen to deny his existence. \Thatever their belief about that, ir's

not working.

Jesus teaches us to pray that the plans of the enemy will not suc-

ceed in our life.

\7e show our love for God by praying against euil. David prayed.
"Still my prayer is against tbe deeds of the wicked" (Psalm 141:5). We

can pray for things and we c.rn pray against things. Make it a habit
to pray against the encroachment of evil into your life and the lives

ofyour loved ones.
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.lcsus destroyed the power of evil bv His death and resurrecion.
.r evil is still here. The Bible assures us that evii will not triumph
,'r us as long as we resist it. We must tdke authoritl oyer it in Jesus'
:.ne and refuse to align ourselves with it. God did not say, "prerend
- clevil doesn'r exist and he will {lee." He said, " Resistthe devil and
, n'ill flee from you" (James 4:7). Do I believe a demon is behind
,r'v bush? No, but I believe coundess demons are in too many
,;es and too many people.
the enemy is not everpvhere, although some days it may seem
:hough that is true. That's what the enemy wanrs us ro rhink.
: truth is, only God is omnipresent. However, the enemy will
''i.here he is invited to be. God will be where 11r is invited to be,

'tell, but in far greater power than the enemy. \(/e must be care-
who and what our thoughts, words, and actions invite into our

Because Jesus delivered us from evil and its power, that means
.l has no power over us-if we choose nor to buy into it. \X/e

- people in the news who sell their souls to the dark side and are
'. arded with worldly enricements, but their eternal future *.i11 be
:h the dark side as well.
We are not allowed to forget that fact.
\Ve must choose ro rurn away from even any hint of rhe dark

Ir and live in the lightwithJesus because our furure depe r-rd: ,. :.r .i,

Love God byKeepingYour Heart
Separate from the 

-§ÿ'orld

\Ve are all in a spiritual war berween God and Hi, -i...:- . -..
' J sooner we recognize that, the sooner \^/e can be a.-.1: .- r -. : -- : . :

rliors God wanrs us to be. ln this spirirual rr.rr. 1-r. . -

. battle the enemy. But we must first clearlr. m,rke :r-- -- . -
, io whar aligns us with the enemy and what does :: : - , -.

:rcir sorrows shall be multiplied who hasren -u:-- ,
,'srrlm 16:4). Those rubofolloru afier the enen11 t. : .

I
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\7e show love for God by separating ourselves from an1'thing

that separates us from Him. \W/hen we do that' God delivers us oLrt

of th" gr"rp of the enemyt hands' "You who loue the Lono' hate euil!

H. p."i"*"s the souls of His saints; He deliuers them out of the hand

ofthe wiched" (Psalm 97:10).

Evil constantly plots against us, and we must remember at all times

to turn to God forl h.lp to win the battles we are in with the enemy'

God preparesus for battle . He teaches us how to do battle against our

spirituJ enemy. He deliuers us fromoLrr enemy ar,.d giues us uictoty'

God not onlywants us to resist the enemy and defend ourselves

against all evil pi"rrr, b.rt He also wants us to go on the offensiue and

pi"y fo, the destruction of the enemys plans before he attempts to

execute them.

David said, "ft is Gocl who arms me uith stength' and' makes m1

way petÿct...I have pursued my enemies and overtaken them; nei-

,n.. aià I turn back again till they were destroyed" (Psalm lB,32'37) '

God arms ur and. hebs us in battle by enablingus to do what we can'

z'tot do without Him.

God protects usfom our eruem)tand teacl'tes zzs to pray through the

attacks àg^i.rrt us. He wants us to not give up until our enemy is

d.feated. E ren when our enemy surrounds us' we can still call upon

the Lord, and His name alone can deliver us'

We must seParâte ourselves lrom those who reject God and His

ways. The psalmist said, "My soul has dwelt too long with one who

h",., p.".." (Psalm 120:6). Do you often feel like that?

Tl-,. ..r.-y.ren disguises himself as a rype of quasi-believer' That

is how cults are fo.*à. Their beliefs seem hind of right' or mostb

right, or could. be right. And'they appeal especially to those who want

to'b" tho.rght of as the most right' Be suspicious of any grouP Prom-

ising they llone have special revelation from God that no one else

hrr,-o, tÉat only th.y h^,r. true revelation from God' Cults are built

and establish.à on these kinds of claims, and the people in them

become blinded to the truth'
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"'Ve all can be enticed into the worid of the enemy that way ifwe
rot diligent to keep our heart clean before the Lord. Remember,
lrart is deceitful aboue all things" (Jeremiah 17:9). God said He

-- c]res our heart and tesrs our mind and rewards us according to
rt He finds (Jeremiah 17:10). There are those whop retend to l:e
,J-or think they are good when they are not-and God knows

: rrurh about that.
Sometimes we are tested by God to see ifwe will join the wicked
,'n they seem ro be winning. For example, when the people
und us serving evil are the popular ones, will we forsake God

-1 align ourselves with them? \7e must never be weak in resisting
, Every time we are faced with a choice, we musr make the right
- .{rrd each day our choices musr be clear. "Thelonn tesrs the

- ,ieous, but the wicked and the one who loves violence His sour
:s" (Psalm 1l:5).

l,od tests those He loves. \7e show love for God by passing each

\üZhen we do as the Bible says and love the Lord with all of our
.:art, soul, and strength, rhen we wont fall for the lure ofthe enemy
:rd will pass the test of whether we will resist him or nor (Deuter-
nomy6:5).

\Me have a choice every day as to what or who we Iift up our
ruls to. §7ill ir be an idol or will it be the Lord? David sa;d, 

.fo
ru, O Lono, I lift up my soul. O my God, I trust in you; let rne
r be ashamed; let not my enernies triumph ouer meu (psalm 25:l-2)-
hen we lift our soul to any form of idol, our enemy alwars
iumphs.

Loving God means sepârating ourselves from rhe worldi ralue
stem and instead valuing the things of God above an dse. It *e:-os
tening for the voice of God over all other voices--indu.tri.,g ùe
ice of our own selÊinterest.
Ask God frequently to show you if there i, *y idol in ruul li.È
whichyou have lifted up your soul. you maybe *rprioJ ariniur
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He shows you. Even judging ourselves bv the .r'orld's image of how

we should look or act can become an idol to us.

The Bible says we are not to "give place to the devil" (Ephesians

4:27) .For example, if we truly love God, we will not look at things

that are ungodly and opposed to His ways. §7hen we do, it wounds

oar sPirit and grieves His.If we fill our thoughts with the things of
God, we will keep ourselves from allowing evil in. David said, "1

will set nothing utiched before my qtes; I hate the work of those who
fall away; it shall not cling to me. A peruerse heart shall depart/iom
me;Iwill, not knowwickedness" (Psalm l0l:3-4).§7e must learn to
say the same thing.

Even though David did at one point allow himself to think and

view what was evil, it grieved him so painfully that he repented

before God and paid an enormous price for his lack ofjudgment.
§7e have to make a conscious and ongoing effort to depart from

all evil and do the right thing. Ask God to showyou if there is any-

thing in your life with which you have aligned your heart and from

which you need to separate yourself, There is great freedom and

reliefwhen you do.

God never takes away our right to make bad choices. §7e have to
choose to turn from liüng life on our own terms to living life on Hil

Dont Be OverwhelmedVhen Eül Prospers

\X/e all see evil proliferating in the world every day. And just when

we thinkweïe seen it all, something even more unimaginably hor-
rific happens.'§ÿe observe ruthless people benefiting from bad deeds

and we wonder, Hota long will euil reign and profit?

David saw the same thing happening in his time and said, 'Do

notliet because of euildoers, nor be enuious of the taorbers of iniquity.

For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the

green herb" (Psalm 37:l-2).lsrit it comforting to know there will
be an end to the evil u,e see? That's why we must nerrer covet their

profits.
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. .,t-rhe ruorkers of iniqtri:
::. qrass, and wither as the
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''dre wonder why the wicked flourish, but the Bible says it is so
, rvill be destroyed forever (Psali;-r 92:7). Godgives them a chance

-rLrn back to Him, but when they refuse it is clear where they
.rd. God's enemies willbe destroyed because He is all-powerful,
: s,ill not be mocked, and He always has the last word (Psalm

. -q\

Instead of fretting oyer evil, here are some things we can do until
. \Yorkers of evil are desüoyed:

<t " Tiust in the Lono, and do good; dwell in the land, and
feed on His faithfulness" (Psalm 37:3).

<> "Delightyourself also in the Lono, and He shall give you
the desires of your hearr" (Psalm 37:4).

<l "Commit lour rud! to the Lono, trust also in Him, and
He shall bring it to pass. He shall bring forth your righ-
teousness as the lighr, and your justice as the noonday'
(Psalm 37:5-6).

4l "Rest in the Lono, and tuaitpatientlyfor Him; do notfret
because of him who prospers in his way, because of the

man who brings wicked schemes ro pass" (Psalm 37:7.
<l "Ceasefiom anger, and lbrsake wrarh; do not fret-it

only causes harm" (Psalm 37:B).

ltt easy to let ourselves be overwhelmed by hou, evil is prosp.er-
-q today, but ifwe choose instead to trust in the Lord. dc, go.',.1 rn.1

. Light ourselves in Him, commit our lives to Hir-r-r. r.sr .ud ,,,..irl

rriently for Him, and not let ourselves be consur-ned u irh -ir:. :.,,, -

ili live with our mind, emotions, deepest thoughrs. airtr :,.:::.-...-l

,:lf focused entirely on the Lord and loving Him .r irh el. ,--: :: -.,. .

In these days that are becoming more and nri,re c'.:. --:., . : ::-

-ioser to God. Proclaim Him as your Lord. Rccc,sr-.r-. .... . . . -.

r vour life and world that would not exist u'irho u: H . .r- . : - :
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"You are my Lord, my goodness is nothing âPart from You" (Psalm

16:2). Enjoy God's p.Jple' 'As for the saints who are on the earth'

they are,h..r..l1.rr, o.t",, in whom is all my delight" (Psalm 16:3)'

Doni covet what evil people acquire' 'A little that a righteous

man has is better than the ricÀes of manywicked" (Psalm 37:16)'

You have more important things to do'

God Has DeliveredYou from Fear of the Enemy

One of the reasons we have an enemy is becduseweare the Lord's'

That's whywe can not only ask God to deliver us from the enemyt

evil plans, but also ,o k .p t" from eventh efenrof theenem):' David

prayed, "Preserue *7 tl|, 7,0* feal of tle eneml' Hidl me from the
-secr€t 

Plots of the ruicked" (Psalm 64:l-2) '

D*id kt.* *ho was on his side' He said' "If it had not been

the Lono who was on our side, when men rose up against us' then

thev would have swallowed us alive' when their wrath was kindled

"g"ir.r, 
us; then the waters would have overwhelmed Ûs' the stre/l'm

',ioul"l harc gone ou€r oxt'r soLtl" (Psalm 124:2-4)-

You nee<l to know who is on your side too' It should never be

that the fear of the enemy overwhelms your soul' If it does' seek reÊ

uge in the Lord. 
--_-1

Remember this: God is all-powerful' He cannot create anything

that is more Powerful than F{t it' ftt impossible' Dont.be tricked

by dumb quesdons about such things asked by people who want to

,rr"t . ct rirtians look stupid. The enemy is nowhere near as Power-

ful as God and never wi[ te' The enemy's Power comes only by peo-

ple believing his lies instead of Godi *uth'

Becausewe love God, we choose to serve Himandnot the enemy'

David said, "The Lono is my light and my salvation; whom shall I

fear? Tbe Lon» is tbe strengt'h of my l'ft; of wbom shall I bl.alia;dl"

Thougb tnt drTny *o7 'nio*p 
agains-t me' lny heart shall 

:o,!-ièo"
though war may ri,J"g"i"'tLe' in this I will be conÊdent" (Psalm

27:1,3).
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r is ,r11my delight" (Psaln-r 1C-:-l

Juire. 'A little that a righreo-
:rrrrvrvicked" (Psalm 37:16 .

trr clo.

)m Fear ofthe Enemy

rÊrv is because weare the Lorc :

, , .l.lir .'r' us lrom rhe enem'. ,

-:. rhe fear,cfthe enemy. Dar:;
-',,',e enern!. Hide mefom ri.:
,-t .

-. Hc said, "If it had nor be.:-

r :ran rose up against us, the:.
','. htn their wrath was kindlec

i'. . .r\ envhelmed us, tlte strert,,:
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:r: ','rrLrr soul. If it does, seek re:-

tul He cannot create anlthing
's impossible. Dont be tricked

s a:ked bypeoplewho wanr ro
remv is nowhere near as power-
:mris power comes onlybypeo-
n'uth.

o sen.e Him and not the enemr'.

nd m1. salvation; whom shall I
ite, of whom sball I be afiaid?...
tt ,71€, m! heart shall not fear;
his I u.ill be confident" (Psalm

i)avid knew God would hide and protect hirn.

the enemy wiil always try to stoP eYer)''thing the Lord wants

--o in you and in your life. Dont be afraid. Hide yourself in the

. J in prayer, worship, and in His Word. If the attack on you is big,

rr blessing on the other side of it will surely be big as well. The

.Llenges you face moving into the promised land of where God
-,rding you will work in you the faith and strength to thrive in it.

.r' rveakest moments can precede God's greatest work in our lives.

-.:c times of enemy attackwill only increase your trust in the Lord

-i the peace He gives you.

God'§fil ProtectYou from the Purveyors of Evil

f esus triumphed over the enemy. Now the power in you is greater

..n the power of evil.

Yes, there have been evil things done by people who called

:qrselves Christians-such as in the Holocaust and slavery-but
rse were not Christians. They we re not people who received Jesus

.1 all that He did on the cross, and were filled with the Spirit of
:clom, comfort, and love that Jesus gives those who love Him.
.cv dicl not love God above all else and seek to be led by Him
:rv day.

Not even closel
'lhe people who did those things were not empowered and

roved by the love of God. The fragrance and beauq' of the Lord

.rs rlot in them. They were lovers of themselves and pun'er-ors of
il. They sold their hearts to the enemy of God and His t-,rvs ancL

-'n ed the enemy and themselves entirely. There is no ercltse or jus-

ircation for it that erren remotely aligns itselfu'ith Clod in .11r\-\\ i:l\'.

. is in stark and brutal opposition to all that Gocl is. \\'hat tl'rct .1i.1

, ugly and has the stench of evil.

Godly people are motivated by God's love ii-r ri h.rt ih.. .j, , E','il

-':ople reveal themselves by their lack of love .

You can always tell the people who are standirs , ':: .'- --:--:-.: - :--

T

E
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of straw in their beliefs-who have left God out of their "religiot-ts

by the way they attack God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit' They vil-

iÿ believers, they mock God, and they turn all their efforts toward

destroying Godt name and His people. Not all religions are the

same. you cant lump them all rogerher and say they are all bad or all

good. That reveals the immense ignorance of those who do that' Bur

you can look around you, and ifyou see that a person, or a grouP

of people, is trying to destroy those who dont believe the way ther-

do, then you will understand that thev âre on shaky ground in their

belief system. They know it, and that's why they have to destror.

those who are nor with them. You see that cruelw in dictators and

leaders of false religions.

Check out those who try to destroy all knowledge of God. \7hen

you identifv such people who do that, they are always godless' Thel'

are sewing the evil.

People who serve rhe dark side have to eliminate those who serve

in the iight. \ü4ren yolr see people trying to eliminate anyone who

disagrees or opposes them, that is a sign they are serving evil by con-

juring up a lie for their own benefit.Th.y believe that in order for

them to rule and prevail, they must eliminate the truth.

Just as the law of gravity is true everywhere, so are God's laws'

Natural laws are set up by God, and His laws are rrue in every coun-

try and town. It is alwa,vs wrong to violate any of His laws and com-

mands because consequences are built into them. If you see people

rejecting God's laws as stated in the Bible, they are not of God'

God created you with a will, and you must make choices as

to who you will and will not selve. \)(4rether vou think so or not'

you will serve rhe dark forces of evil if you are not deliberately and

actively serving the Lord. Not believing in the Lord puts you in an

unbelieving fog' You dont see an1'thir-rg straight' You are in{luenced

most by the loudest voice defving God.

But ifyou love and serve God, ancl erpress vour love for Him by

-pàrating yourself from irll
- r',tver and action, \rou are I

'ughr offby the enenrr in

. God. Being conrmitted

'rtnation only He can gir.
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rrating yourself from all evil and resisring the advance^of evil in

,., ,rà 
".tion, 

yoLt are Protected' You do not need to fear being

:ght offby the enemy i" ""y 
*'i'r'vhen ,vou are already solcl out

,,od. Being commitied only to God invites the personal trans-

:Iation onlY He can give You'
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Prayer of Love

LOno, help me to express my love for You by separat-

ing myself completely from anything that is not pleasing to

You. If the enemy of my soul has anything in me, reveal it to

me no\À/ so I can be free of all infuence he may have in my

life. If I have attached my heart or thoughts to his ways-
or have been drawn away from Your kingdom-5hsv7 ms

so I can repent of it and come back to You and under Your

protective covering.

Enable me to stand süong in resisting the enemy so he

will flee from me. I will not look to any person to be my

savior "for the help of man is useless" if not led by Yotr

(Psalm108:12). Againstthe enemy, no one can dowhatYou

do. That's why my eyes are always on You (Psalm 25:15)'

Thank You, Jesus, that You have defeated the enemy and

put him underYour feet. Help me to take up the shield of

faith in You that protects me from enemy attack (Ephe-

sians 6:16). "ForYour righteousness' sake bring my soul out

d'f trouble. In Your mercy cut offmy enemies, anü destroy

all those who affiict my soul; for I amYour servant" (Psalm

143:11-12).

Help me to resist all temptation to live as those who

serve the enemy. 'ü7hen tempted, I will worship You

because praise invites Your presence in a powerfi'rl way and

the enemy hâtes it. ThankYou that You are on my side and

I need not fearwhat man can do to me (Psalm 118:6)' Thank

You that Your commandments "make me wiser than my

enemies" (Psalm 119:98). ThankYou that no weaPon of the

enemy formed against me will prosper (Isaiah 54:17) '

In Jesus' name I Pray.
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\7ords of Love
\W{hen the enemy comes in like a flood,

the Spirit of the Lono will lift up a standard against him.

IsareH 59:19

By this I know rhat You are well pleased witJr me,

because my enemy does not triumph over me.

As for me, You uphold me in my integriry and set me
before Your face forever.

Pseru 4l:ll-12

\(/hatever is born of God overcomes thê world.
And this is the victory that has overcome the world-
our faith. §7ho is he who overcomes the world, but he

who believes thatJesus is the Son of God?

lJonN 5:4-5

For yet a little while and the wicked shall be no more .

But the meek shall inherit the earth, and shali deliehr

themselves in the abundance of peace.

Pserna 37:10-ll

\ü/hen I cry out to You, then my enemies u,ill rr-rrn 1.,.:..

this I know, because God is for me.

Pseru 56:9
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Long for His §7ill and His
Presence Continuously

omething happens ro our mind, soul, and spirit when we come
.jto the point where we nor only long for a deeper level of rela-

ronship with God but know we cant live without it. \7e finallv
,'alize that only He can fill the empry space in us and don't u'ant ro

'. .1ste any more ofour time looking in other places. \(/e cone to rhc
:ird olourselves and doni want to live one moment oursicle oiHi,

ill. \7eïe already tried that and prorren ro ourselves ir doesr-i r .,., c,rk,

Oncewe've made that major decision to go deeper u irh th: i-, ,:.i

,ncl there is no turning back, our lives will never be rh. .ilt:. '',,..

:,low too much to question His absolute imporrrncc ir- , *- ...
At this point there are rwo things you musr }'rave:

1. Theknowledge thatyouarelivingin rhe cenr-.,:,-, -,
2.The sense that you are in His presence .

Having this knowledge and sense everl dar r. .:... --

.oul. It feeds you with a fullness only He can gr',: . :
, ,ve God enough ro wanr His presence lrrJ 1-..-; - -

,r all rimes, irs because we understand rhlr.: . . -
:hen we are not as close to Him as r,r,e can b..
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TR{NSFORMINC LOVE

-§ÿ'e 
Showlove for Godbylongingto Be

in His Perfect'W'ill

Life on earth is short. Forever is a long time. That's whywe must

desire nothing beyond Godt will for us. And we should settle for

nothing less either.

God is a Godwho can be known.
That means His utill can be known as well.

Jesus said, "Myfood is to do thewill ofHimwho sentMe" (John

4:34) . Like Jesus, we must long for Godt will to be done in our lives

just as we long for food. Our love for God is shown by our desire to

live in His will, and knowing that cloing His will is more satisÿing

than anything else.

\7e show love for God by looking to Him for direction and not

presuming we knowwhat His will is concerning the certain specifics

of our lives. tü/e all know from His \7ord that He doesnt wânt us to

lie, steal, or commit murder. This is true for everyone. But does He

want us to quit our job and move to another land? He might want

louto do that, but that may not be Godt will for everyone else. You

must know His will about that for you.
\X/hen you need to know the will of God about vour life speciÊ

ically, the only way to understand it is to pray, pray, prav. And then

pray with other pe ople whose walk with God is deep and true, who

love God more than anything else.

'ü4ren we do not live in God's will, or we have stepped outside of
it, it's not so much that God slaps r-rs dolvn as punishment but that

we have forfeited the blessings that were ours if lve were iz God's

will. Living outside the boundaries of God's will bv not living in a

way that pleases Him exposes us to the verv consequences we want

to avoid.

Thatt whywe must draw near to God and seek to know His rvill

every day. We must search His Word lor it ancl \\'e must pray for it.

Too often people wait to seek God's u-il1 until son-rething terri-

ble happens-such as a tragedy or calamin: C)r it mav take a severe

LongJàr His \

Jifficulqy to wake us up r
God's perfect wiil, whe re ,

uod become weak. intil.i
Lrecause He is merciful irn

,)ul waylvard slipping er.

and humble heart, He fi
protective umbrella of Hr

We can't presume tu ki,
lfim.

Presu mprion is har i n

one that is not accuratc.

because you think i,ou a

but it's not correct. Presu

because we believe sonre 11

have confidence thar a cci
tÿhen 

Jerusalem Èil r

carried away captive. Tht
that they would have cle ;

to Egypt or stay where rl-r,

Jeremiah said, "I u'iL1 
1

\-our words, and it shall bc.

declare it to you. I ri,ill ke.1

But even though ]ere r:

days to receive the ansu'cr

stay in Jerusalem.
However, the Israelire

they were going to Eg'r'pr

to know Godt will or rl'Lc

Either way, it was a terribl
Because they did nor r-
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destiny; therefore her colla
(Lamentadons 1:9).
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: God's will for everyone else. You
'i'o11.

;ill of God about your life specil-
ii is ro pray, pray, prav. And then
i ri ith God is deep and üue, who

i1l. or we have stepped outside of
LL. dox,n as punishment but thar
rr \\'ere ours if we were iz God's

s oi Godt will by not living in a

r rhe r.ery consequences we wanr

o God and seek to know His wil.l
,rd fbr it and we must pray for ir.
Codt will undl somerhing terri-
calarnity. Or it may take a severe

,1i{Ëculry to wake us up ro the fact that we have slidden away from
,odt perfect will, where we once were. \7e have let our heart toward
lod becomeweak, insipid, timid, roxic, variable, or indifferenr. Bur
.recause He is merciful and loves us, the moment we turn back from
,ur wa)'ward slipping away and seek Him with a truly repentant
,nd humble heart, He forgives us and receives us back under the

r)rotective umbrella of His perfect will.
We canT presume to knoru God's will in all things without asking

lim.
Presumption is having an attitude toward something or some-

,ne that is not accurate. It is failing to listen for a word from God
.recause you think you already know what His direction will be,
.Lrt it's not correct. Presumption leads us to haye false confidence
recausewe believe somerhing to be true that doesnt reallyexist. Ve
,.rve confidence rhat a cerrain thing is Godb will when it really isni.

tü4len 
Jerusalem fell to its enemy, many of the Israelites rvere

-.rrried away captive. Those who were left asked Jeremiah to pra\
hat they would have clear direction as to whether ther. should go

. r Egypt or stay where they were.

Jeremiah said, "I will pray to the Lono your God according ro
rlurwords, and it shall be, thatwhatever the LoRD ansu'ers lou. I r. r11

-icclare it to you. I will keep nothing back from lou ( Ie riniah + ' :-
But even though Jeremiah had favor with God. ir s:iL1 :,. ,-,". r-:r

-1.1\'s to receive the answer from Him, which u.a-s rh... r:.'. '.. i:r ..

,ray in Jerusalem.
However, the lsraelires had already mad. Llf ::.-.::' :. :. '

they were going to Egypt no marrer what. They eirÀer presumed
to know God's will or they didnt care what His will was for üem
Either way, it was a terrible choice.

Because they did not wait on God for F1à direcdon" üe people
rvere destroyed. It is said ofJerusalem that "she did not m§&" it€r
drstiny; therefore her collapse was awesome; she h:d no comforrer
,Lamentations 1:9).
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speak of it in prayer. Bu
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.rfflicted"' (Psalm 116:11)

rruth about himself anc

It's best to prav' "Lot

is what I waut to see hal

,r'ant what Youwant."

I have known lrrien.

llot even ask people to

These people clidnt consider their destinv because they didnt

care about what God wanted' They wanted what they wanted

instead. And thev **tJ it right tÉen' \Waiting on God for the

ânswer was not in their mind at that point'

Far too *rrly of tt'-h"" ao"" thinis ofwhich it can be said that

we did not consider our destiny when we did them' How many

times in your life h""fu tlottt 
'o*tthingwithout 

trulythinking

through the consequ#t'i Not many ifyou reliedon God's wisdoru

and. leading",-,d yoo'otght the bnowl"dge of iHis perÿct w'ill--But

I'm talking ab ,,' t'1""n"t' Before you ùt* to value God's Word

and His wisdom and His wilr. How many do-overs wourd you like

to have ifyou had a time machi'e? I can think of so many things in

my life that it's scary' Thank God for His mercy that causes us to rise

above our mistakes and lack of judgment' Thank God that He can

make things right, healed' o' tt"o'ld' V/here would we be without

His redemPtion and restoration?

The way to have ' l'ft 
*nhottt those kinds of regrets is to live in

His will and refuse ,o tt . any other way. .w4ren youïe hada big gLllp

of what it's like to n:otbei"'God"'will' and the taste is so bitter that

;;;;"t," do anything to avoid having to drink from that cuP ever

again, then you *ill dJ*h^tever it takes to never be outside God's

will-even for a moment.

'We Show Love for God by Making the Right Choices

While it's true you can read God's tü/ord to Ênd out what His will

is concerning most of your life' there are choices you must make'

and you need to ht;;'ftt.n God specifically regarding them' \(e

cannot assume *" k"o* His will *itho" hearing from Him and

getting His peace about it' \(/e can't assume God will do things a

certain *"y b.t"t"" that's what He d'id in the Pâst' We cant try to

force God into a box of our design. \(/e cannot presume to know

what He is saying x'ithout 
"'ki'-'g 

Hl* what His will is in that par-

ticular situation'
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rc ro Ênd outwhat His will
r ;hoices you mlrst make.
icJv regarding them. We
ur hearing from Him and
un; God will do things a

n :he past. §7e cani try to
'.innot presume to knorn,

ri;r lfis will is in that par-

God wants us to walk with Him. kee p our eyes on Him, listen

rr His voice leading us, and seek to knor'v His will every moment'

ie doesnt want us running offon our own, thinking we have Him

.1 figured out and we know as much as He does, so we dont need to

-reckwith Him anymore. And He definitely doesntwant us doing

hat the Israelites did-deciding to do what we want to do regard-

::ss ofwhat Godwants.

Not considering our destiny has disastrous consequences'

\7e must have a heart that truly listens for God to speak His will

r us. Andwe cânnot have selective hearing-onlyhearing as much

.s we want to hear and when we are ready to hear it.

IVot listening to God ruill always cost tls, and the price tuill always

,. too high.

Jesus said, "I have come down from heaven, not to do MY own

lll, but the witl of Him who sent Me" (John 6:38) . Even Jesus sought

,od in order to do His heavenly Father's will.
1ü/e show love for God bv longing for His will. But that means

reing completely honest with Him. If we come to Him with less

.}-ran perfect motiyes, we will wonder why He doesnt answer our

-rfayers.

Some people believe if you say any'thing negatiYe about r-our-

'elf it is a sign of unbelief' Therefore you cannot salr "1'nt sick" or

Iln afraid," or "I'm sad." To do so would be giving i1 1() i1-c1';11 111

.peak of it in prayer. But I say if you doni speak the truth in Lrrrl\'cr'

. ou dont really give God a chance to answer. Tl-ren it is.l t;:' tl"rt:S

ir. The psalmist said, "I believed, therefore I spoke. 'l trt'rl s:-'l:"
,ril1icted"' (Psalm 116:10). Because he believed in Go'l' ir- ':'"'. :'r-

rruth about himself and his afiliction.

lr's best to pray. "Lord' this is what is hapl'a11111 ' 1 ' -

is what I want to see happen in this situation. L'lir tll ':: . -':- - . .":

-,r'antwhat Youwant."

Ihaveknownfriendswhodiedfrorntheir:lL::.-..-...'.-
not even ask people to Pray for them hrc.tlt'i :- '

,rlVF_
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Longfot

confess thel'rvere sick. Godt healing is an act of His mercy upon us
It's nor something we make happen because of our great faîth. Gori
decides whom He heals and when it's our rime to die. v/e have to ler
God be God and nor üy ro make things happen without His power.

God's will is not all about us. He has things He wanrs ,oldo i.,
this world, and He wanrs to use each of us as His instruments to do
them. He doesnt need us. He can do what He does by Himselfl bur
He chooses rc pdrtner u.,ith us to do His wilr on earth. §7e cannor
fulfill our calling ifwe are not first of all seeking His will for our life.

You have to be honest when you seek to know God,s will about
a specific thing thatt personal ro you. Têll Him how you feel about
it, but let Him know you want what Hewantsmore than anything
else. 'ÿhen you seek His will for every part of your life, you will be
amazed at what doors open up for you ro do His will for others.

.§ÿ'e 
Showlove for God bylongingfor His presence

\X/e must develop a passion for the presence of God. \ÿe do that
by growing into a passion for Jesus, a passion for His Spirit in us, a
passion ro selve and please God, and a passion for His \7ord.

Once you sense Godt presence in your life, you will long for it
every day. You will always desire to live in rhat peaceful place . .x/hen
you long for His presence more than an1,.thing.lr., yo., wont want
to go back to living any other way. Anything less is no longer accepr-
able. You will be hopelessly addicted to His presence , 

".rd 
hop.frily

you will never recoyer from it.
Moses warned the Israelites nor ro go into the promised Land,

whlch the Lord had promised to rhem, because it was too rate. They
had already failed to trust God when He asked them to go in ear-
lier. They had their chance and the, rotariv blew it. But.row they
werepresumingthiswas whar God still *.arnted them to do without
checkingwith Him first.

Moses said, "\{/hy do you rransgr.ess tl-re command of the Lono?
For this will not succeed" (Numbcrs 1+:.ii ). He warned them that

rcr- would be defeate

.,.luith them(Nomb
lhe Israelites had I

-k ollrairh and rheir

:r our lives than to 1or

Moses said, "You sJ

.r.rvfrom rhe Lom..
3Lrr they ignored wha
ts a result, their enenr
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.rLrove all else, and u.e

Êrrr when we subnriL ,

'rf His Spirit in us ever
utporu(rs us tu do rl,r ,'
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God is not like a ser-r

in prayer, will appear a

Claus, nor is He a di.,r
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;r life. you will long for ir
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*ring else, you wont wanr
ng less is no longer accepr-

is presence, and hopefulli-

, into the Promised Land"

cause itwas too late. Ther
: asked them to go in ear-

lh blew it. But now rher-

nred them to do withour

Le command ofthe Loru:
,i . lfe warned them thar

:}-reywor-rld be defeated by their enemies becduse the Lord was ruo /on-

ler with them (Ntmbers14:42),

The Israelites had lost Godt presence with them because of their
eck of faith and their disobedience. Can there be anything sadder

.n our lives than to lose the presence of God once we have it?

Moses said, "You shall fall by the sword; because you have rurned
.rrvay fiom the l.ono, the Lord will not be with yazz" (Numbe rsl4:43).
3ut they ignored what Moses said and did what they wanted to do.
'\s a result, their enemies arracked them and drove them away.

We lose the closeness ofGodt presence when we dont seek Him
,bove all else, and we violate His ways by living outside of His wlll.
-iut when we submit our spirit to Him and welcome a fresh sense

riHis Spirit in us every dav, and seek His guidance in all things, l1r
;ttpouers us to do the right thing.

God does not promise us a conrinual rose garden, nor does He
:.1\,our lives will always be a living hell. He says we will have trials,

-rut we can find joy and peace in the midst of them as we seek His

-rresence in the situation we are in.
There is a movemenr out in Christendom among reactionar-

es to the prosperity gospel. The supporters of the prosperi6, gos-
',el believe a person can claim anyrhing they want and God rvill
;ive it to them. The reactionaries to that belief svsrem h;1\-e qone

:o the other extreme and claim there is a misery and sutlèrins So5-
.,c1, as if that is all we can ever hope for on earth. It has be come he r-
-sy to them that anyone could ever find happiness or jo-,' rhrs .r.le
,rf heaven. I dont believe in either of these exrrenles. .inul ne i:lrr
.hould you. I doni see the case for either side in the Biblc. (,,..r gr., c.

:rappiness andalso zrllows suffering for His pLrrposl.\. \nc :, ., .,.,.r:-
,ve will never experience one or the other is \\-rong, Ir s -i.,. -r -.:...r:
tlod in a box and dictating to Him what He c.rn r r ..rr'.r-. : ,--,

Cod is not like a genie who. when you sn.rf ..ô.r- . . : l
rn praye! will appear and make everythinq rishr H. -: . \, ' ..

L,laus, nor is He a dictator. He is the God oilL,\: --:..-: --

I
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.IRANSFORMING LOVE Longfor His \\'t

who wants us to PLlt our trust in Him' God wants us to seek Him

intenselrt long for Him deeply, Pollr out our love for Him in praise

and worship lavishly, devour His word like food for our soul, and

stop tryingio conrrol what He does in our lives. itt the least we can

do considering all He has done for us'

Living in God's Presence BringsYou intolôur Destiny

Jesus instructed us to first seek Godt kingdom, and then we will

have everything we need (Matthew 6: 33)' In other words' seek God

in prayer rtd in His \X/ord and refuse to worry about the future'

That doesnt mean dont think about planning for the future' or

workingfor the future; it means we do what God asks and trust

Himfor the future.

seeking Gotlfrst will aluays put us in the correct position and aim

us in the ight direction t0 moue into thefuture God hasfor us'

God says the future He has for us is good'

Making God a prioriry by letting Him know every day how

much yo.r r-t."d Him, and that you are keeping your eyes on Him;

"nd 
yo., are walking with Him through every step of your life' will

keep you on the path that leads to the future He has for you'

You must decide to rrust Him and "be anxious for nothing, but

in euerytbing by prayer and supplication, uith rhanksgiuing let your

,.q,r.r,, be made known to God" (Philippians 4:6)'The promise

here i, that when y,ou release the situation you are concerned about

into God's hands in praveq then"the peace of God' which surPdss€s

all understanding,willguard your hearts and rninds through Christ

Jesus" (Philippians 4:7).-ÿ/hat a wonderful promise to us' \7e get

peace in exchange for praying and trusting God'

He will show us the right way to go, but we have to be looking to

Him to see what that is. God savs, "I rvill instruct )'ou and teach you

in tl,re way you should go; I uill gtide 1sy with L[7 r7r" (Psalm 32:B).

\x4ren our son was a child, he had to be clearly disciplined in

order for him to do the right thing. \x/ith our daughter, all my

i-rusband or I had to do u',r

rook care of the matter. Tl-r

ilur reaction was. Our son

see that. He was busy doir

rime. He had to be taughr r

\7e, too, must be lookl
do. That means having a se ;

rurning to Him to see iiri'i
\\'ant to be like a wild horsr
hridle. \ù/e want ro be scn:i

a lot of grief ifwe do thar b,

trust in God, and we are qll

Thatk good enough rc.r.

God cannot tnalee clt,t;i,1

Him to do so.
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\L, LOVE

m. God wants us to seek Him
'olrr our love for Him in Praise

brd iike food for our soul, and

in our lives. It's the least we can

rgs You into llour DestinY

oJ's kingdom, and then we will

r-.:-1j). In otherwords, seekGod

iuse to worry about the future'

)ü Plûnning for the future, or

.'< do rvhat God asks and trust

its itt the correct position and aim

i.e -firtttre God has for us'

u. ls good.

dnq Him know every daY how

u are keeping Your eYes on Him'

:ouqh every steP of Your life, will

rhe future He has for You'

and ''be arxious for nothing, but

uiott, with thanlesgiuing let Your
- Philippians 4:6). The Promise

iruadon you âre concerned about

" rl,e ?eace of God, which surPasses

hearts and minds through Christ

r. onderful Promise to us' \7e get

1 rrusting God.

ro go, but we have to be looking to

, 
'' f ii ill instruct you and teach you

:rir{c -i'ottwith My eyd' (Psalm32:8)'

Le had to be clearlY disciPlined in

hing. \With our daughter, ail mY

I
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husband or I had to do was give her a look of disapproval and that

took care of the mafter. Thatt because she was looking to see what

our reâction was. Our son was not even thinking about looking to

see rhar. He was busy doing whar seemed like a good idea at the

time. He had to be taught to look to us for guidance'

\(/e, too, must be looking to God for His approval of what we

do. That means having a sensitive heart toward Him and frequently

turning to Him to see if what \Me are doing pleases Him' \7e dont

,u*, rà be [ke awild horse that cannor be tamedwithout a bit and

bridle. §7e want to be sensitive to the Lord. -ü7e will save ourselves

a lot of grief ifwe do that because -.rry r,r,Êounds those of us who

uust in God, ând we are guaranteed to have joy (Psalm 32:9'11) '

That's good enough reason for me. \7hat about you?

God cannot rr-take changes in us that lnst unless rue Are loohing to

Him to do so.
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Prayer of Love

LO nO, I long to do Your will at aII times. Doing Your will
is food for my mind, soul, and spirit that gives me strength

and peace. I dont ever want to be outside of Your perfect

will for my life, so help me to always look to You for guid-

ance and counsel. LordJesus, I knowYou did not seekYour

own will on earth, but the will of Your Father who sentYou

(John 5:3}).Enable me to fully submit my will to our heav-l

enly Father as well. Lord, I prayYou will always fill me with

the knowledge of Your perfectwill (Colossians 1:9).

You are life to me, and I cannot live without sensingYour

presence in my life. "I spread out my hands to You; my soul

longs forYoulikê athirstyland' (Psalm 143:6).I knowthat
"the upright shall dwell in Your presence" (Psalm 140:13).

F{êlp me to do the right thing so that I dont lose that sense

of Your presence. I am grateful You never leave or forsake

me because Your Spirit dwells within me, but I dorit want

to do anything to grieve Your Spirit in me or to lose my

sense ofcloseness to You.

Lord, I know there is a connection between living in

Your perfect will and sensing Your presence in my life. I
know You are everywhere, but the closeness of Your pres-

ence is only felt by those who draw close to You and seek

to do Your will. Enable me to never sacrifice the closeness

of Your presence because ofwanting things myway instead

of Yours. I know that in Your presence is restoration and

transformation. Help me to totallysubmit mylife toYou.

In Jesus' name I pray.

\70
The world is p.r,

but he who does

Do not be

what *
E

Do not b. ,

but be transforme ,'

that you mal/ pro'i
and;

l

Not even.one .''

shall enre r

but he who does r

\

As the deer p

so pants n

My soul thirsrs
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'Love

: .r11 times. DoingYour will
:irir rhat gives me strength

be outside of Your perfect

',i.:r-s look to You for guid-
nou-You did not seekYour
I \iru.r Father who sent You
,rbmit mvwill to ourheav-

rbr: u-ill always fill mewith
rl1 ,Colossians 1:9).

,: lii'e u.ithout sensingYour

: nr-'' hands toYou; mysoul
Ps.rlm 143:6). I know that

!r.sence" (Psalm 140:13).

rhar I dont lose that sense

'Ic,u never leave or forsake

:rhin me, but I dont want
:lrnt in me or to lose my

recrion between living in
.,lir presence in my life. I
:l- closeness of Your pres-

l:1., close to You and seek

<.. cr sacrifi.ce the closeness

ring things myway instead

rrisence is restoration and

il-, submit my life to You.

\fords of Love

The world is passing away, and the lust of it;
but he who does the will of God abides forever,

LJor.N2:17

Do not be unwise, but understand
what thewill of the Lord i.s.

EpnrsmNs 5:17

Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing ofyour mind,

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable

and perfect will of God.

RouaNs 12:2

Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord,"
shall enter the kingdom ofheaven,

but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.

MarrlawT:21

fu the deer pants for the water brooks.

so pants my soul for You, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the livir-rg Go.i.

Psarlr 42:l-2
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