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SECOND CHOICE,

Choose to Express
Your Love for God
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Love \)fho He Is
§flholeheartedly

1

he second major decision you musr make_after the firsr major
decision to receiueGod's love-is to roue God. consistentry. w,t -

-Li doubt. \With everything that is in you. No fingers .rorr.d. No;'ping your toes in the shallow end but instead prirnging fulr force
,ro rhe deepest part of the ocean of God,s affection À, àr.

wten you underst,tnd who Gocl is ancl hoa *urt ui irn !or-,tt/ yott open ltour heart tu receiue His loue_then 70, ,nrro, hi$ br,,rtu in louefor Hitn. Itjust happens.-Ihe 
amazing thing is that rhe more your love for Him grows,

;re more you rviil forget about who vou ihirrkyouare ancl b"!rr, ,o
r-rderstand wh olHe madeyou to be. God wants you ro love Him so

'',ch rhar you walk closely enough with Him to allow the knowr-
.clgc ofwho He realllis define *ho 7o, rea$, are.

Expressing our love for God involves more rhan just feeling it.l'lore than just saying a thank_you to Him *.h.r, yo,-, think # it.\1rh1ng is wrong with either of those things, b,-r, ,h.r. 
".. "L* 

,p"_;ific decisions ,ve need to make regarding h'oru .0,. ii'e a,d rerate to
Llod.

lt5



1tô I'R\NSFORN4ING LOVE

The Bible not only tells us how much God loves us and how

far He has gone to assllre us of His love, but it also tells us how we

should express our love to Him in ways that please Him most.

Jesus instructecl ws to loue Him with all of owr being.

He said, "You shall love the Lono your God with all your beart,

with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength"

(À4ark 12:30).

That means wholeheartedly, with all that we have, by every

means possible, with no holding back all because our inner jury is
still out on our verdict about Him.

Jesus insrructed us to loue Him more than /tnyone or tlrytthing.

He said, "He who loves àther or mother more than Me is not

*.orthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more thân Me is

r-rot worthy ofMe" (Matthew 10:37).

That doesnt mean we dodt love our family members. It does

mean we refrrse to allow our love for anyone else to in any way

din-rinish our love for God. In other words, we don't get so caught

up with other people thât we are too preoccupied to get caught up

with Him. We seek His kingdom first, as He asks us to do, believ-

ing He will provide for those we love as well as for us because we are

praying for them. This shows thatwe trust God to t;Lke care ofthem,

knowing He loves them even more than we do.

.lesus instrwctecl us to loue Him ruore than weabh.

He said, "No one cân serve t\,vo masters. Either you will hate

the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and

despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money'' (Mat-

thew 6:24 NIv).

That means ifwe love money and possessions more than we love

God, then we dont really love Him because we cannot do both. If
our life is all about gaining wealth, then it's not all about serving

Loue \ÿ

,od. If it's about loving ric
:rings of the Lord.

Wanting to make enou.[

.,u don't love God. Bur un,

,11s actually comes from n

ring you have. 'ù7hen you
r;rt your possessions gloril
,ocl and not the love of mc

: anything else.

Falling in Lor

We have to know God
::rrtedly. It requires great u
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Ir ukcs lralling in love wi
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-rl-, and I was talking abc

,member the way it was r,r,l
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-- jecr of their affection.
I described it to them th

\X/hen you firll in love.

pies vour every thoueh
on anything e1se. You l,

u.ith them, and 1.or.r c
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Whatt nor to love, riql
know about that persor

for ciues as to r.vho ther

wânt to wrap yoLlr arnl
go. And every tirne r.or.

strer.rgth, fulfi llrnent, j c
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L\{ING LOVE Loae Who He Is \.Vholeheartedll 117

I
ro\\-much God loves us and horr'
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rier rvords, we dont get so caughr

r rco preoccupied to get caught up

r firsr, as He asks us to do, believ-

lor-e as well as for us because we are

r \\.e rrust God to take care ofthem,
rre rhan we do.

moi.e than ru€llhh.

r\\-o masters. Either you will hate

ou u'ill be devoted to the one and

:n'e both God and money'' (Mar-

ar-rd possessions more than we love

lin-r because we cannot do both. If
kh. rhen it's not all about serving

.r. lf it's about loving riches, then its not abour being rich in the
rgs of the Lord.
r\/anting to make enough money ro pay your bills doesn't mean

. clont love God. But understanding where the money to pay the

: actually comes from means you recognize the source of every-
:rq you have. When you submit all you have to God and intend
:r vollr possessions gloriÿ Him, then you are led by the love of
.1 and not the love of money. 11r is directi nglou and not anyone

,rnything else.

Falling in Love with Someone Special

We have to know God intimately in order to love Him whole-
.artedly. It requires great understanding and knowledge ofwho He
.,nd what He thinks about you.

It takes falling in love with Him.
I was speaking at a conference of women a week after Mothert

.1v, ard I was talking about loving God. I asked the women ro
;nember the way it was when they fell in love with someone. Hou.
telt. \ù7here they always wanted to be. How they acted around tl-re

., ject of their affection.
I described it to them this way. See if it sounds accurare ro \-olr.

trX4ren you fall in love, that special person you love occu-

pies your everv thought, so much so that itt hard ro focr,Ls

on anything else. You long for that person when you're nor

with them, and you cannot wait to be in their prese n.-
a.gain. You are thrilled with every.thing you see about rhc:::.
\Xtrat's not to love, right? You wanr ro know all there i. : ,

know about that person, so you often look lovineh' ar :L.,:-.

for clues as to who they are andwho they rn ill lr rco,,,, . 
.'-' 

-.

want to wrap your arms tightly around them Ancl n.,. .: -

go. And every time you embr:rce that person, r.ou f.--, .
strength, ful{rllment, joy, and lilè flowing inro r,ru, -- l

I



r tB TRANSFOR]\4ING LOVE

\bu have deeply connected to that person at a depth you
h,rve alwal,s dreamed abour, and your heart has fbund a
horne.

As I was describing all of this, I realized that each phrase perfectly
described how I felt about the Mother's Day gift I had received just
the week before. rw4ren my son and daughter-in-law handed me a
small package wrapped in pink with a pink bow on top, I was smit_
ten. She was 6 pounds, 13 ounces, and the momenr I saw her it was
love at first sight. My first grandchild-my granddaughter_was
only minutes old, and yet she had a way of bringing s.r.h ,iny "r-rdhappiness into rny heart that I knew she was someone I would love
forever.

\ü4ratt not to love?

Evervword I had said to the women at the conference to describe
the way it feels to Fall in love perfectlv described the way I felt about
my granddaughter. And I knew that because she was in my life I
would never be the same again.

I told my son and daughter-in-larv thev should never even think
of getting another Mother's Day present for me again. This one gift
will perfectly cover every Mother's Day from now on. Unless, of
course, they rvere thinking of giving me something similar in the
future. tü4ren I said that, their eyes glazed over, and they made the
smallest amempr at a haifhearted smile . It had been too hard getting
her here to think abo,t that. But 15 months rater they pr.r.rri.d ^.with another small pink b,ndle, and the same thing happened-the
joy, the happiness, and the life-changing love.

Feeling this kind of <leep, committed lor.,e is a glorious \vay ro
feel. And that's the wa1. God wants us to feel 

^brrt 
Hi*. Att the time!

Please read again the indented paragraph above that clescribes
the way it Ièels to fall in love. only this time, think of the words as

how God \Nan$ )/ou to feel about Hiryt.
All the time!
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Loue Who He Is \\''holel,t,r;.rcllt

Identiÿing Your Greatest Treasure

il9
H

-stis said, "Wltere your treasure is, there your heart ruill be also"

.rherv 6:21).

le isrit saying we can't have any earthly possessions or we cant
,,- rvhat we have. He's saying we should not be selfishly moti-

..1 ,rnd materialistic regarding them. Our treaslrre should nor be

' hat we own so that we are ded ro rhar in a way that keeps r-rs

.:rd to what perishes, as opposed to building up eternal wealth
-i.1ven. Our heart should not be with our possessions but instead

-r rhe One who is the source of all we have.
:\-'i: must irlenffi God in our heart as our gl"e/ltest tr€dsure.

lesus spoke to a crowd of people about a wealthy fool who was

:r in this llfe but did not lay up rreasures in heaven. This man
I to himself, "'V{hat shall I do, since I have no room ro srore

crops?' So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and

ilcl greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. Arrd
il1 sa1. to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many

, ,rs; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merlF."' But God said to hirn,
oll This night your soul will be required of you; then whose u'ill

r.rse things be which you have provided?"' (Luke12:17-20).

Jesus answered this question by saying, "So is he who lavs r-11,

-'rlsure for himself and is not rich toward God" (Luke 12:21). H,,
.Ls speaking of people who were more concerned with possessior..

.r,rn with God. \7hen they died, their possessions would be ot r, ,

,,\e to them, but those who used what they had to gloriÂ'C-,i
ould have a reward in heaven for eternity.

Jesus talked to a rich young ruler who told Him he had kep, .-.
lre commandments but now wondered what more he shouli *
-su.s ans\À/ered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell what vou ::.. -

rnd give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and ; :: .
iôllow Me" (Matthew 19:21). The rich ruler was saddened 1., . - .

lnswer because he had great wealth and he wasnt about to gir e - . .
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:jl,:trli'i:

TI{ANS T' OR]V{ IN(] LOVI-

Although honestly acquired wearth is referrecl to in the Bible as
part of Gocl's blessing, how we handle it reveals our heart a,d atd_
tude toward it. If we love God, our hearr will ,ot sen e rnonev bur
serve Him. That doesnt mean we can never ha'e anl,thing. It _."r*
we doni pur our securiq. in what we have. We put it in Àe Lord.

The important question: Where is your greatest treasure?
The answer to that: It's taltere you, hrori u.
tü,e cant love God with our whole heart if our heart loves money,

possessions, wealth, and riches more than it loves Him.
Ask God to show you where your heart is. The more you know

of God, the more your heart will be with Him.And the evidence
ofyour great love for Him wiil be that He is your grearesr rreasure.

\7e have to make room in our life for what ma*ers most. \X4ren
we find our grearesr treasure and icler-rtiÿ it as such, everything else
pales in comparison.

Once I knew I was going to have a granddaughter, I took my
daughtert old room (she is married rro*l".rd rnad-e it inro a baby's
room. \W4ren you lo.,e someone, you make room in your life for that
special person. You do what it rakes to please them ancl show them
you value and care about them, ancr thàt they are nor a burde,. In
fact, you find you have energy and time for your special person you
didnt think you had before you reaiized who it i.s you trulv love.

God wants you ro make room in your life fo, Hirr.H. *".t, yo,,
to express your love to Him in every way that pleases Uim. He will
give you energy and time you didnt l«row 1.s11 could have. Ard not
only that' He will help you show your love for Him in ways that not
only please Him but will also be for your grearest blessing.

P
T
LORD, I love wh
I love a.ll your pror
planned for my futr
oF Your kingdom r

You (James 2:5). Bt
want ro love you wir
just as You desire (À,

rny enrire being, wi
accomplish all this ir

i doni want to I

everl.th i ng perlecr lv_

parr abour loving yc

has true love for you

5:42). I doni ever w
halfheamed love rvher
to show rny adoratior
You in rhe mosr hearr

Lord, Your \Word

person is known br. \
knorvn l-ry You in gr.c.

rvell. Help me to be 
,,r

cvervrhing I do refle.
Thank You that yor-r l,
lor,.e You (l John 4:19
Errahlc me ro walk rrr.
can l«rowYou more.

In Jcsus' rrame I 1.r..
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I

iffi;
Prayer of Love

LORO, I love who You are and all you have done for me.
I love all Your promises ro me, and everything you have
planned for my future. I am eternally grateful to be an heir
of Your kingdom that You have given ro those who love
You (James 2:5). But even more than all of that, I simply
want to love You with all my beart, soul, mind, 

^nd",t 
rngth

just as You desire (Mark 12:30). Help me.to love you with
my enrire being, without compromise. Teach me how to
accomplish all this in every way that is pleasing to you.

I dont \ ranr ro be like the pharisees who tried to do
every.thing perfecdy-and legalisticaily-but bypassed the
part about loving You (Luke ll:42).I know you see who
has true love for You in their heart and who does not (John
5:42).I dont ever wanr You to sèe me offer lukewarm or
halfhearted love where You are concerned. I want to be able
to show my adoration and consistentÿ express my love for
You in the most heartfelt ways.

Lord, Your \Mord says that if anyone loves you, that
person is known by You (1 Corinthians g:3). I want to be
knorvn byYou in great depth, and to knowyou deeply as
well. Help me ro be "rooted and grounded in love,, ,o th"t
everything I do reflects my love for you (Ephesians 3:17).
Thank You that You loved me long before I ever knew to
love You (i John 4:19). Now I love every.thing about you.
Enable me ro walk more closely to you every dayso that I
can knowYou more.

InJesus'name I pray.
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\7ords of Love

The Lono does not see as man sees;

for man lool,s at the outward appearance,

but the Lono looks at the heart.

l Sarvrusr 16:7 LiI
Unco.Y/e have known and irelieved the love that God has for us.

God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God,
and God in him.

I JonN 4:16

Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God
has been poured out in our heams b1. the Holy Spirit

r,vho was given to us.

Rorr.reNs 5:5

ime and again in the C
ites-suffered because t.

'.r told them to do. The_v
'-.;1llse they did not whole
iis presence. Th"y refused
rise their relationship wit
-'come separare from Hin

lhe same is true for us
,oc1 unless we choosetobe.

He neyer leaves zs.

We leave Him.
\7e do that by living in cl

,r'His laws purs up a barri,
,nger hear Him speakine t

,r:r},ers until we return to
- ,tRD's hand is not shorrenc
.r.rr it cannot hear. But 

-1,s17,
,ud; andlour sins haue ltidd
,,2;r' (Isaiah 59:l-2).

\ile love Him because He first loved us.

IJoHN 4:19

He who does not love does not know God,
for God is love.

l JorrN 4:8
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I see as man sees;

|uflÀ/ard appearance,

rks at the heart.

t16:7

üe love that God has for us.
des in ]ove abides in God,
in him.

4:16

r. because the love of God
rearrs by the Holy Spirit

ir: hrst loved us.

+:19

oes nor know God,
rlove.

rf Love

+:8

.11 IO LtS.

;5:5

Live His tff y
Uncompromisingly

Ç

rrne and again in the Old Têsramenr, God's people-the Israel_
ires-suffered because they did not love God enough to do what

,, rold them to do. They lost sight of how to live His way. Thatt
-.i1Llse they did not rvholeheartedly lsvs God, so they did not se ek
:is presence. They relirsed to avoid the things rhat would conrpro-
-ise their relationship with Him, and they allowed themsel'cs ro
.'come separate from Him.

Jhe same is rrue for us today. We don't become sepiuari fi.onr
,od unless we choose toLte.

He never leayes zs.

Weleave Him.
Y/e do that by living in disobedience ro His r.vavs. L)r:r c.::::..-;.

-,rr His laws puts up a barrier between us and Hinr uni,, .. . -.:.r r..

onger hear Him speaking to our heart. And He u,on l ..,:. .

-rrayers until we return to Him and take doun ri:. r-:-.:.. ' .
. onoi hand is rrot shorrened, rhar ir cannor ..r\ c: :. _
:l-rat it cannot hear. ButTa ur iniquities hdt,e :r,!,;,... ,

,:od: and your sins hnue hidden Hisf,rcef.o,,i
i, ea/' (Isaiah 59 :l-2) .
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124 ].IL{NS FORN,{ING I,OVE

It's not that He cannor hear; it's that He uil/ notl.rear.

God does not refuse to listen ro our prayers because He no longer
loves us" It's because He doesloveus. Ilwe want our prayers answered,

we must get sin out of our lives and repenr of it. That's the way it is.

Sir-r is demonic in its origin. The enemy comes to destroy us by
leading us in opposirion ro God's ways. In fact, rebellion crouches ar

the cloor of or,rr heart and waits for us to fall into deception so sepa-

ration from God can creep in on us. It'.s subtle at first.
Sin often begins as a mere seed of a thought in the mind that

is a lie from the enemy of our soul. Ir's designed to destroy us. As
that thought is enterrained by our desires, it grows unril ir guides
our actions.

Too often we hear about a married Christian leader who has an
affair outside of marriage. Surely thar person chose their profession
because they felt called by God and wanted ro serye Him, so where
did it all go wrong? At some point they allowed a thought into their
mincl that found a place to dwell in their heart r-rntil ir became an
action. And because of the distance all sin puts berween a person
and God, the still, srnall voice of the Holy Spirit to their heart could
no longer be heard. C)r ifitrvas, therewasnt enough love for God in
their heart to heed it, so ir was ignored.

This can happen ro anyone when they are blinded by pride to
the point they think their needs are above Godt laws. They dont
love God above all else. Or they sort oflove Him-but not enough.

The Bible says our sins testiÿ against zzs until we confess them
befôre God.

\(/e separate ourselues fron-r God because of our sins, and when
we lie to ourselyes about ir, we are also lying ro the Lord. §7e talk
ourseh.es into believing a lie, such as "§7hat I am cioing is not that
bad." "I deserve this." "This isn't hurting anyone." "No one will ever
know" It all starts with a thought that is not born out of love for
God and His ways ancl ends trp with a heart that doesni recognize
who God really is.
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:s rhar He ruill nothear.
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-.. ] f u.e want our prayers answered.
r,i repent of ir. That's the way it is.

}t enemy comes to destroy us br.
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Jesus is the liuingWord.
- have heard people say they can relate to Jesus but not to God.
-o (lod but not to the Holy spirit. y/hichever it is, that thinking
rr right because God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are one. They

, rnseparable. \fle don't divide them up and choose sides. They
rl-rc three persons of the one true God. \ùzhen we don'r realry get

,i. rlren we cant receive the fullness of Gocli louefor.r, b.."rrr. i.
-r'r undersrand all that God is and all that He does. Nor can we
,.-show our loue for God.
Because of my past I was not taught much about the \ü/ord of

'.1. In fact, I never heard that term until I was an adult. And i
-1.'t receive much instruction about life, either. So I ha<i to rearn
.,nv rhings the hard way.
I observed good, godly traits and habits in my dad. For exam_

.. he was kind and not mean, in stark contrast to my mother. He
,rked hard to suppoft the family in spite of one hardship afier
-otlrer. In one year alone a record trizzardkiiled his cattle in the
nte r and a record hailstorm destroyed his crops in the spring. irncl

- \vere for:ced to leave our home, but I never heard him cu.rtlrin.
- - never used foul language. He was not a raging alcoholic or clrtrq
''er. He was not a womanizer, nor did he ever strav fronr his }-ru.r:.je taught me good rhings by his exarnple.

My motheL on the other hand, was irrational ancl unfrri.ji.f .ib_I
-olent. I)uring her crazy episodes she used languirge so l,-.LLl i r-.i.. ,

rever heard anything as bad to this dav. usuallv it...as .r,: ..:-. .1. :r-. J
' 'rday I understand that this was part ofher menrrrl illr:r,,,r. r -., :-.

.ack then. I just thought it was somehorv mv lrrulr_:.: , :-. . .._

.:nce provoked her to such extrernes. A.nd mar.be ir : .:

§i/c never wenr ro church as a family thar I r.n.. - -

rvoided it in the same way one would ayoid :r h iEir : : . -
rleadly disease. He told me that once he leh his r,-r: ..-

L
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vo\Med he would never enter another church as long as he lived. As

far as I know he didnt.
There was a large Bible in our house that, to my knowledge, had

not been opened for years. \Vhen I was about fourteen, we moved

to another town and my mother mied harder to be normal. It was as

though she was attempting to make a new stârt. She and I attended
a little Episcopal church where \Me even sang in the choir. I saw her
open up that Bible a few times and read it, although I was never

tempted to do that myself It bordered on a semi-positive experi-
ence until the day she stormed into the liüng room, opened up the
back door, and threw the Bible out in the dirt in the bac§ard. Aril
that was the end of the Bible and the church. She could only keep

it together for so long before she became mad at God. Then she

descended back into her dark and violent world. Sadly, she never

knew the love and power of God that can heal and transform. That's

what happens when thb Holy Spirit is totally left out of the equation
and God is misunderstood.

Asidë from that brief experience, I never actually leùned what
the Bible said. Had I been instructed specifically in the ways of God,
I could have avoided the horrible mistakes I made. Although much
can be learned by both observation and experience, having even

the most basic foundation in God's -ü/ord would have made all the
difference in my being able to never suffer the consequences of the
foolish and dangerous things I did.

There are so many important things we will never learn an).where

else except from Godt \7ord. That's because every time we read or
hear Godt §ford with an open heart and spiritually opened eyes, a

transformative dynamic happens in the process.

The truth is, we become slaves to whomever we obey. \7e can

either become a slave to our own sin or a slave to the Lord and His
ways. Ifwe dont know the Lord's ways, what is the end result?

Some people mistakenly believe they are"ftee" and therefore not
restricted by God's rulCI and laws, but they are actually enslaved by
their own greed, lust, obsessions, indulgence, selÊfocus, bifferness,

Lire His \,

rrrforgiveness, bad habits, z

r ,od's will for them. The Bib
', e received the Lord we werr

.,'r"' (Romans 6:17-18).

Our love for God-and e

.,rhes our foundation in Ch
{is righteousness.

Ihar is rruefieedom.
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in our house rhar, ro my knowledg., hrJ
Vhen I rvas abour Fourreen, *.t*J

other tried harder ro b.no.-d. il;;;
;to make a new sraft. She and t ",r.ràJ['"ewe even sang in the choir-il;:

ïîfr1;ïiI;1#+ffi
pd into the living roor

lffi:*:ffï,,:i'fii1ffi
te she became mad at

t *d violent world. Srdl; J;;;;l
#;:xi;Hi;;'.fi-*::l
erlence, I never actually learned *f,ra l
il#,"ï:f.ii,ï*ilffi:îfl
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suflfèr the conseguenc., of rh. I
rr rhrngs rve will never learn anpryhere
llacs because every dme we read or
r n:arrand spiritually opened eyes, a
ri: .tl LrtC pfOCeSS-

tri.'-! ro ,oÂo-.rr.. we obey. We can
rTr :-: or a slave to the Lord and His
I s ' .r-s. rvhat is the end result?
b. - -ley are "f_ree,,and therefore notrr r lr rhev are actually.rrrlr,r.d bf
s* _:.llqence, selÊfocus, bitr.rrr.rr,

'giveness, bad habits, apathy, anger, or wharever else is not
, *.ill for them. 'Ihe Bible says we" aere sldues of sin,,, but when

:-rived the Lord we were set fiee to become ,,sldt,es 
of righteous-

Romans 6:17-i,B).
).rr love for God-and expression of that love to Him-estab-

.' our foundation in christ and allows *s to become slayes to
'iqhreousness.

':at is truefeedom.

Showlove for God byliving His'§l.ay
-ieading the Bible is like looking into the magniÿi'g mirror I
:ribed in the first chapter. That is exactly the way 

"r, 
irr-.l.pth

--ing of Godt \7ord exposes the imperfections in us. The more
,cek God in His \7ord, the more He shows us where we neecl to

: -- r'Ie more like Him. Every time we look i,to His \X/ord, He not
'' reveals more of wh o He is, but He also shows Lrs more of rvho
.tre. He then grows us to reflect His nature and character.
liwe live according to His Word, we gain His favor because ol

-.r obedience ." 7he L,RD retaardedme accordingto m7 righftcttr,,t,,,,:
--ording to the cleanness of my hands He has ,..or-,p".,r..1 ,,.,..

r I haue kept the tunys ofthe LoRD,and have not wickedl.- .1cp.-.-,.,-o
)r'n my Cod" (Psalm lB:20-21).

.festn made it clear that liuing His uay demonsïrnre: ù:rt. ,, ,, -
:rl.

He saicl, " He w/to has My cotnmandments and kee t:t j,t. : . . . :

!,0 louesMe.AnclhewholovesMewillbeloved b. il, 1...:..: -

u'illlovehimandmanifestMyselftohim...Ifan,,t,r: _ ., . . ..
iil keep My word; and My Father will love l.rinr. ..:-._ 

. 
,

',, ltim and make Our horue with him,,(John 1+:i-.i l
'Ihere is a clear connection between our o,r-,:: :-_: .

'Vord and Godt presence in our lives. God rh: '... , .-

Holy Spirit wili make their home with us ri h.:r . . .

ror God by keeping His commandments.
It cant ger any clearer than that.

I
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§7e read the Bible not just for information but for revelation
from God. Every time we read His §ford we can sense His presence.

And when we become familiar with God's voice speaking to us from
His \Word, we will then be able to recognize His voice speaking to
our heart when we are not readinghis §7ord ar rhar moment.

John, one of the apostles, sud, " Zhis is the loue of God, that rue

heep His commandments. AndHis commandments are nor burden-
some" (1John 5:3).

His commandments are not too hard becaus eIH.e helps w to obey

themwhenwe askHim to.

Showlove for God byAsking Him
to Help You Do His'§ÿ'ord

Another great thing God does for us is that He not only gives us

His guide to a goodlife-His commandments, rules, preceprs, and
laws-but He also helps us to obey each life-saving law.

God enables us to live His waywhen we ask Him to do so.

He knows our wealcresses and that we end up doing things we

don't want to do because of them. But when we make k ou desire

and delight to do His Vord, it pleases Him because ir demonstrates

our love for Him.
" Be doers of the word, and not hedrers only, deceiving yourselves. For

if anyone is a hearer of the ruord and not a doen he is like a man obseru-

ing his natural face in a mirror, for he obseles himself, goes away,

and immediately forgets what kind of man he was" (James 1:22-24).
-Ihere 

is that mirror illustration again.

Ifrve only hear the \7ord and dont do it,we not only cannor see

our true selves reflected clearly, rve don'r really understand who God
made us to be. But if we look "into the pertt hu of iiberty" and are

'hot aforgefu/ l:tearer ltut a doer of the worb" we will be blessed in all
rve do (lames 1:25).

That means we can forget who we are when we just hear or read

Godt laws. Itt in the doing of them that our knowledge of Godt
Word takes root andu.e conre ro understand who He created us to be.

Liue His
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I
,od's laws ignite our conscience. \7e have a battle going on
'. .en our new narure and our old nature (Romans 7:19-25). Our

rr \\rants to do what it wants even though our mind wants to obey

i;sus questioned why people called Him "Lord" and didni do
.rr He asked them ro do (Luke 6:4G). \7e obviously don,t have

- rieht to call Him Lord if we are nor living His way. Our rebel_
r irqainsr His laws means He doesnt reallyhave the place ofprom_

-nce in our heart and life.
r\ê show love for God by refusing to live in disobedience to Him
i also by recognizing we can'tlive His way without Him hetping
io do so.

Paul warns that we cant resist lust and idolatry without the
,,,.er of God giving us srrengrh. \Mhen we ask Him, He will enable
ro do the right thing. Paul said, " Ler him uho rhinks he stands take

, . d /est he fal/. No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
:rrron ro man; bur God is faithful, who will not allowyou ro be

,:rpted beyond what yotL are able, bu with the tetnptation u,ill also
tbe the tuay of ucapr, rhar you may be able to bear it" (1 Corinthi-
rs 10:12-13).

We can choose to obey, but it is the power of the Holy Spirit in
.' that enables us to do it. \ùZirh His power working in us, we car-r

.sist anl.thing.

Show Love for God by Refusing to Creare
Your Own Suffering

I have often cited King Davidt life examples in this book because
',c was a real and fallible human being who hircl a lo'ins heirrt rou.arcl
. ,ocl and wanted to do right, but he fell i'to rc'rpr;lti.r-r ro nor lir.e
,. ,odt way and experienced needless suffering be c.*rse oiir. The re are
rrher people in the Bible like that as weil, bur rh.r- .li.ln'r * r ire .bout
rheir feelings and experiences in clear, deep. ar-r.i r.l.rr.iile \\;1\-s iis
.nttch as David clld. \x4ren he repented of *'h.rr h- h.r.l .1, ,irr. ir rr es

.leeply heartfelt-often gut wrenchinglr- so-.u"ill t, : :,, r :.i.,..- h i r-n.
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He was a lor like we are. We bring needless suffering upon our_
selves too.

\7hi1e we may have neyer done anyrhing as bad as David, we cer_
tainly have had need for repentance in our lives.

David recognized that his suffering was because of his own dis-
obedience and he was drowning in the consequ ences.,, My init?uities
ltaue gone oaer m)/ head; like a heauy buru/e, ,iry dre too hior1,yo, *r.
My wounds are foul ancl festering because of my foorishnesi. I am
troubled,I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long,,
(Psalm 38:4-6). " My iniquities /taue orrrtakrn ,ne, so that I am not
able. to look up; they are more than the hairs of my head; therefore
my heartfails me" (Psalm40:t2).

A burden too heavy to bear, festering wound.s, sorrow, guilt,
mourning, and heart failure, all because of unconfessed sin? It,irrot
worth it. Let's repent as soon as possibre. Let's ask God to etch His
law in our heart like a tattoo so we dont ever leave home without it.

David often thought God didnt see or hear him anymore
because of his failure to live Godt way. But God clitlhearDavidt
prayers because of his repentant heart. "I said in my haste, 'I arn cur
offfrom before Your eyes'; nevertheress you heari the voice of my
supplications when I cried our ro yori, (psalm 31.:22).

God loves us enough to allow us ro go through the lire when He
wants to purify us. He allows Lls ro go through floodwaters, which
cleanse us. He lers us suffer when it will molcr our heart for His king-
dom. "You, o God, have tested us; you have refined us as sirver is
refined. . . rue ruent thrlugh f re ancr through wdtur; but you brorght us
out to richfulfllmenl' (psalm 66i0,12).

How many times have we, too, saicl, ,,God 
doesnt hear my

prayers' He doesni see my need"? The truth is that He r/oeshear and,
He does see, but sometimes rve have rinconfessed and unrepented
sin, such as doubt, unforgiveness, unresolvecl anger, lying. . .,h. lir,
is endless. \ù7e have to ask Hir-n to shorv us.

sometimes ir's nor a si.r pr.brenr. Itt jr-rst that God lvants us to
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I,rn Him in faith for the answers ro our prayers. So we must
. {im in those times if He is perhaps waiting on us for some_
.. Waiting on us ro obey Him? \Maiting on us ro hear His lead_

'\hiting on us ro lay down our idols? Or is He testi,g our faith
-,Lredience?

)avid asked who could dwell with God and then answered his
r qr:estion by saying, "He who walks uprightly, and uorks righ_

'2.r, and speaks th€ truth in his hearl' (psalm 15:2). Ask CoJif
. .u'e always speaking truth in your heart. The way to keep your
: r fiom becoming deceitful is to wash it daily in the.ÿorâ.
>cripture says that God guides us with His eye (psalm 32:B).If
rs to guide us with His ey,e, that means we have to be looking

Jin-r.

lhat means we have to be looking into His \Word as well.

Showlove for God byAsking Him to Reveal
'§fhat Is inYour Heart

Because we cannot always see our own sins, we need to ask God
re'eal them to us. "\Yho can understand his errors? creanse mef"ont

. ,'at fauhs" (Psalm 19:12). God hates sin and we don,t *rr, ,orr.,._
rng in our lives that God hates. Getting rid of sin is one of rhe
rst importanr ways we show our love for Him. Thatt rhe *-a'*.e

-cp frorn doing somerhing we âre tempted to do.
We love God too much to allow it to happen.
We show love for God by asking him to shorv us anr-rhinq in

'.rr heart that should not be there. David said, "s-,zrr-l, , 
j,,. ati-;,,,,

,td know my heart;try me, and know my anxietiesi ,i;jci,i:,c. .,-.-,.: i:
.;,t.ywickedwa!inme,andIcadmeinrhe\\]\crti.I.r.t.r-
:,t:)3-24).

God showed l)avid what was in his heart jusr -,.. ir- .,-....r - - -
.iouble was that too often David should har-e .r.k-c :r-...:. i ._.

.han he did. He should have asked the night h< .,., 
-.-, -.: r _- : -

r.rtching rhe woman nexr door take a brrh. \.:.. .
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have been there that night in the first place. He was supposed to be

out on the battlefield with his soldiers at war.

'rXÂen God revealed what was in David's heart, he repented and

God forgave him. But he should have done so sooner.

§7e can also ask God to reveal what is in our heart as we read His

Vord. And we can ask Him to help us be free ofwhatever is not of
Him.

Jesus said, "Ifyou abide in Myword, you are My disciples indeed.

Andyou shall knoru the *urh, and the truth shall make youfee" (John

8:31-32).

This doesnt mean we are set free by just dn! trLlth.\fe can knolv

the truth about a lot of rhings and never get free of anr,'thing. Only
knowing God's truthtruly sets us free.

In order to be set free by God's trr.rth, His \ü/ord must be planted

in our heart. God's \X/ord says to " rec€it.,e taith ruee kness the iruplanted

word, which is able to save your souls" (James 1:21). If we water,

nourish, and cherish the implanted Word, it will grow into great

strength, wisdom, courage, and a sense ofwhat's right.

Jesus also said, " Ifyou le eep My comtmanrlments, lou will abide in
My loue,just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in
His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain

in you, and thatyour joy may be full" (John 15:10-11).

Jesus proved His love for us by going to the cross to pay the con-

sequences for our sins. "Greater love has no one than this, than to

lay down one's lilè for his fi'iends" (John 15:13). We need to prove

our love for Him bv going to the foot of the cross and asking Him
to expose our heart and set us free of anything that keeps us from

living in the fullness of His joy.

No greater love, indeed.

Showlove for God byletting His.§ÿ'ord ChangeYou

\X/hen you love God's V/ord , k changes you every tirne you read

it. You can be anxious about something, but when you read the

Liue His Way (
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)tures, you will feel God's love taking awa\r your fears.T.he more

:nse God's loue, the more )/our loue for Him gïotas, and the more

,'haruges you.
\ Iake time every day to be changed by God's \X/ord. Ask Him
-,eak ro you as you read it. Tell Him you choose to live His way
r not in opposition to it. Refuse to be a part of anything that is

-stionable.
:btt u,i//fnd yourself growing in rhe Lord ro the same degre rhat

3t^ow in HisWord.
'i\rithout having your roors in Godi trut/t, youwill not marure
:ruth. You will just be learning facts. There is nothing wrong
.r that, but in order to be changed you have to receiye more. It
..ossible to have knowledge of Godt Word and not be touched

-hairged by it. But thatt not goocl enough. You wanr tobe trans-
,ted and not )ust. informecl.

l}e Bible says we shall bear fruit and flourish into old age so we
.r ,,leclare that the Lord is good and He is our foundation on which
:,itand. "Thosewho are planted in the house of the Lon» shall
Lrrish in the courts of our God. They shall srill bearfuit in old age;
', s h d // b e fu h and flo uris h ing" (P s,alm 92:13 -1,4) .

lhe onlywaywe bear fruit into old age is if seeds from Godt
,,rd are planted in our hearr now so they can grow into somerhing
g. Ask God to remove anyrhing from your heart that would not
.ow those seeds to grow. Tèll God every day, "I will delight myself
\our commandments, which I love" (Psalm ll9:47).
1llen act accordingly.



Prayer of Love

LORO, I prayYou would help me to live Your way with-

out compromise. Teach me Your laws and commands so

they are etched upon my heart. "Your word is a lamp to

my feet and a light to my path" (Psalm 119:105). Guide me

every day in the way I should go. Your laws are good and

more desirable than fine gold, andYou have a great reward

for those who keep them (Psalm 19:9-11). ThankYou that

because I love Your ways, You have anointed me "with the

oil of gladness" (Psalm 45:7).

I love Your laws because I know they are right and they

keep me from stumbling, and all who keep them have great

peace (Psalm 119:165). I know that "all Your command-

ments are truth" and they have been true and unfailing for-
r ever (Psalm 119:151). "I rejoice at Your word rt one who

finds great treasure" (Psalm 119:162). Help me to always

feel that way. Make my faith to grow as I read and hear Your

\7ord (Romans 10:17).

I love Your ways and despise the ways of those who dorit.
"Rivers of\Mater run down from my eyes, because men do

not keepYour law" (Psalm 119:136).It grieves me to see peo-

ple disregard Your laws. I know it grieves You even more

when I do the same. You see my'tecret sins" (Psalm 90:8),

so I askYou to expose them if I am allowing something into

my mind and heart that should not be there. I will confess

it before You so that I can be forgiven and remove any sep-

aration between You and me. "You are my hiding place and

myshield; I hope inYourword" (Psalm ll9:114).

InJesus' name I pray.
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f Love \7ords of Love

Great peace have those who love Your law,

and nothing causes them to stumble.

Pservr 119-165

Do not forget mylaw,

but let your heart keep my commands;

for length of days and long life

and peace theywill add to you.

Pnovsnns 3:1-2

I have restrained my feet from wery evil way,

that I may keep Your word.

Pserpr 119:101

Give me underbtanding,

that I may learn Your commandments.

Those who fear You will be glad when theysee me,

because I have hoped inYourword.

Psenr ll9z73-74

Unless Your law had been my delight,

I would then have perished in my a{fliction,

I will never forget Your precePts, for by them \o.- : .' .
given me life.

Psenr ll9:92-93
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Learn to
\üTorship Him Lavjshly

'-.ne of the mosr powerful ways to express our love for God is by
worshipping Him. Itt the puresr form of adoration because

: .ire focused completely on Him and not on ourselves.
The Bible says, "Ler everything that has breath praise rhe l.oRo,,
..1m 110:6). As long as we are still breathing on this earth, we
uld 'praise Him for His mighty acs" and "according to His

::llent grearness" (Psalm 150:2). In other words, praise Htmfor
ir He has clone andfor taho He is.

God is not asking us to worship Him because He has an ego that
.-.1s to be strokecl. Itt because He wants us to honor Him with
: r'everence that is due Him. Plus, in the expressing of our love,
,ratior, and reverence for Him, He opens up a channel through
ich we connect with Him and become the cl.sest to Him *. ."r,

- r be on this earth.

Showing Love for God in'§ÿ'orship Changes you

\ve all worship somethingwhether *'e re,rlize ir o,or. some peo-
. *'orship money, possessions, themsel'es. rhcir' .ir-ri.rr,rl-s. or rheir
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TTL\NSFORMING I,OVE

political parry Others make idols out of their work, their children,
their talent, their fiiends, the sun, rhe moon, the ocean, a sport, an
occupation, nature, beaury music, celebrities, hobbies, or entertain-
ment. The list is endless. '{4ratever it is, itt an arrempr to fulfill the
human need to worship something or someone.

tYhateuer rue tuorship will be tbe bigest ruoriudtor of all we do and
haue the gedtest influence on our liues.

The truth is, there is only One who is worthy of our worship, and
if we dont understand rhar, we will miss our on great blessings we
can never receive any other way.

We ruere born to ruorship God. h's the tualt He shares Himself tuith
us. As we tuorship Him, He pours Himself into us-His loue, power, jr,ty,

Pedce, and uisdom-and in the process He transforms us into who we

ruere created to be.We become like what we worship, so rhe more we
worship God, the more we become like Him (Psalm ll5:4-B). And
we cannot become all we were created to be without that happening.

One of the mosr amazing things about God is that eyen though
our worship and praise are directed solely at Him, we are rhe ones
who benefit. Isn't it just like our loving God to make something that
is totally about Him to be the key to our grearesr blessing?

Expressing our love for God in worship and praise fulfills us in
ways we didnt realize we could be filied-in ways we didnt even
know we were empry. That's because He wants to give us certain
blessings that can only happen when we are praising Him. Every
time we worship Him, something changes in us-in our mind,
emotions, attitudes, desires, or goals.

The more you understand who God is, rhe more you will love
Him. The closer you walk with Him, the more you will worship
Him and be changed by Him.

Praise God No Matter-§7hat Is Happening inYour Life
Godt kingdom is invited inro our lives in a powerful way

every time we lift up praise and worship to Him. Our worship
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