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Accept God's
Grace and Mercy

A Æ y f 
eople dont fiilly receive God,s love because they believe/ Y l He is angry with them. They dont understr.rd Éi, grr..

and mercy and the extent of His complete forgiveness. 
o

Before I learned how ro receive God's love, I didn't think He was
angry ar me. I thought He didnt care enough about meto even be
angry.I knew I had done manywrong things I wasnt proud o[ and
I could never go back and change at ortn"r r fert disàt from God
even though I tried everlthing I could to find away,o ,o_.ho*
connectwith Him.

The various occult practices and Eastern religions I went into
while searching for Goÿ held the promise of g.tjrrg.lor. . n goa
At least, thatt what I had heard and read, b,rt th".y rr.r., ."'À.
ürough. The spiritual realm I was searching in became more and
more frightening as time wenr on. It proà to be anythirrg Àrlt
comforting. In fact, it was quite the opposite. §firh .r.h'rr.*.îp"r_
iment into tÀis spiritual world, I was reft feeling more distan, f.à-
a god thanever and increasingly disappointed, Àop.I..., 

".rd 
f.".f.,r.

It wasnt until I came ro know the rove of th. one true God

7)

I

;hall not depart from your mourh,
odiare in it day and nighr,
bserve to do according to
rt is written in it.
make your way prosperous,
will have good success.

osrrua l:8

ofdre Lono are right,
ing the hear6
rent ofthe Lono is pure,
rening the eyes.

uuu l9:8
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Àccept

,hl:rgt, receiving His unfathomable gift-Jesus,sacrifice of Him_
selÊ-that I began to undersrand how God not only knew wrto I
u''as,but He also cared about who I taourd become.Heloved me and
would never leave me ro fend for myserf as I had arways done in
the past. I had been searching for the smalrest crumbs under God,s
table, and He had prepared a magnificent feast for me in His royal
banquet hall.

Only then did I begin to comprehend God,s amazinggrace and
mercy, and I was overwhelmed bythe love of God igniri;"g borh.

Understanding God,s Grace l
Grace is divine assistance that is undeserved, given to us so that

\Me can be restored to right rerationship with Goà. It's a reprieve or
exempdon from having ro pay the price for anyrhing *j* do.r.
that is not according to Godt ways. kt a gift to ,. t .r,rr. J.r,r.
lTady 

paid that price and we have received Him by faith (Romrn,
3:24).

"By 
the grace of God we are saved from the consequences of

choosing our o\Mn ways over Godt. This is no smar mamer because
it is not somethingwe can do on our own (Ephesians 2:g). And it is
not about conjuring up anphing with positive thinking..I am not
sayrng that happy, hopefi.rl thoughts accomplish nothin!. They are
good, but you can only go so far with them. Otr, gooà thoughrc
dont save us from the etemal consequenc.. of or;i".tiorr. ir.y
dont get us into a right and close relati,onship with God. They dont
transform us. They dont bring us inro eternity in God,s prlr.rr...
They cant.

\7e are nor saved by doing everything perfectly. \[e are nor capa_
ble ofdoing that anyway,no matter how hard \Me may rry (Galatiàs
5:4-5). §7e are saved becau se Jesus did everythi"g p.rf..riy and we
have chosen ro receive Him byfaiü

is neuer giuen on the basis ofwhat utebe done. It is God,s girt
of loue to us.

Imagine that you are lc

,n death row for years, $';

rnd there are eyewitnesse

-lut one day someone higl
our trust in me, I will ser

'. ill be as if it never happe

-- trst transgressions forever,

-lou. indebted would yor-r

This is what happens tc

Jesus came because of (

'. ork our way to God. tÿe

.,r bewith Him.
He came to zzs.

lo be with zs.

He still comes to us, ar

,rder to draw us all to Hir
God's "throne of grace'

,rder to find the help we r

Undersr

Codi mercy is unmelir
Joes not give punishmenr

loes not give us what we d

]r-rstead, He shows merÇ\.\'

rcpentant heart.

God is merciful Lrecaut

P'alm III:4). His mercr i.

'rrs compassion For vou. )

vou know and love Him.
Lono" (Psalm 33:5).

God promises us so nr

His mercy. For example, I
rr ould never happen agairr
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..qine that you are locked up in prison and have been sitting
:.rrh row for years, waiting to die for a crime you committed.
:tc-re âre eyewimesses who saw you and testified against you.
re day someone high up appears ro you and says, 

,Tf 
you'pr.r.

:rusr in me, I will see you are pardoned so thoroughly that it
- as if it never happened. you will be compretely free from ail

.:.rnsgressions foreyer." How relieved and joyful would you be?
rndebted would you {èel toward that person?

'ri,s is what happens ro you when you pur your trust in Jesus.
:rLLS cârre because of Godt love. Grace means we don't have to
. olrr way to God. We dont have to struggle to be good enough
- u.ith Him.
ie came to ezs.

.r be with zs.

-Je still comes ro us, and to anyone who doesnt know Him, in
-r ro draw us all to Himself by His love and grace.
.,oclt "throne of grace" is where we can go in prayer an).time in

.-:r ro find the help we need (Hebrews 4:i6).

Understanding God,s Merry
God'.s mercy is unmerited favor, an act ofdivine compassion that

.s nor give punishment that is warranted. In other words, God
:s not give us whar we desele. He could judge us but He <loesn,r.

-.reâd, He shows mercy when we come to Him with a hun-rble and
-:rentant heaft.

God is merciful because He is "gracious and. full of co,pirssi.r-r
-'salm 111:4). His mercy is shown ro you because He lo'es \ oLl irnd
r.ts compassion for you. Signs of His mercy are eve rrri hcrc r., lr:l
.'ru know and love Him. "The earth is full of the good..,. ,- ::r.

- crno" (Psalm 33:5).
Cod promises us so many things in Scripture rh:i -.,,--:. ... _

: lis mercy. For example, He promised that the 1looo ::: 
.,. ,. . .:. -

,r'ould never happen again. He promised thar ','rh.- :: . . , . .

J
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depart and the hills be removed, but My hindness shail not depart
fiom you, nor shall My covenanr ofpeace É. .._ou.d,; ;;;, ,h.;*,
who has mercyon you, (Isaiah Sq,rc).

He promised a rainbow to remind us.
In the same chapter, God spoke that famous promise to rhose

who love and serve H im. ,,No 
weapon formrd ngà^t yoo ,nrA p*npei' (Isuah 54:17). That promis. i, 

" 
,ig, of Cj,s -rp*.ro" *amercy.

§,ith so much evidence in the§'ord that Godis mercifirr toward

Ï:: :!y do so many of us doubt that? Is it because we dont read
His \X/ord? Or ifwe do, *. dont believe it? Or do.;. f"ririà"at
§'ord as just history instead of His rove lemer ," 

"rt 
ô;;;;;;."_tiÿ more with being guilty than we do with being Argi"*l ô;a.

we see the things that are wrong in our rife and brÀe èod for them
instead of seeking Him for the sorution and thanking Hi- a;ar
that is good? Or when we read God,s §7ord, do we looËA, Ur.;"ag
menr more than His love?

"JMhatever the reason, we must ask God to help us recognize His
mercy shown toward ys every day, for that is evià.nc. ofî{i. g..r,
love for us-His life-changing lov.. 

vr a'ù 6r\

God's Mercyls 
" 

Srgn of His Goodness and Love for Us
merry is a sign of His consranr, deep, unfailing love for us.

§7e musr "give thanks to the Lono, for He is good! FJ, Hi, *rrry
endures foreuei' (psalm 136:1).

I had a pasror a number_of llars ago who was not only a great
teacher and preacher ofthe.Mord, b,-,t"h. also clearly d._orrrrrîr.d
the love ofGod. He was known for that. Itwas one ofhis great gifts. 

,Pastor Tim had been a professional football player and had ,even \À/on a Super Bowl with his team. He had ,À. S"É, B.*l ;; rto prove it. He was a very large man, and I am ..*"i., h.look i I
extremely ominous to the opposing ream on the field. L.rt j"";; 

]

Accel

. ro one would want tr

-c quarterback.

'. hen he later becami

-: reddy bear because

-- s love to everyone in
. rer-nember a specific r

: :'ne rcyofGod. He bas

.1.. goodness and mercy

$i'ell in the house of t
,,i demonsrrating rhe

.:r ir. And I have never

-resror Tim demonstra
: -:rngre$ation to stand
-'.-and follow him wh

, irnagine that he was
r .'-.lnriew and side mirr
. -i '-Vercy." He told us

r1d imagine looking ir
- ihe "Goodness" of Go
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,, rheywould always be r

Ihere's rhat mirror thinr
. : .1re we seeing oLLr past.

..-:cred in those mirrors.
\ot long ago I was driv

'.. câr that had followed n:
' -. making every one of tl

- lcerned, but every time
'.l.rnk You, Lord, that you

- rhe days ofmylife." The
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.. I',robably iusr a neighb
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,-ed.- but M7 kindness shall nat depart
rr ofpeace be removed,,says rhe Lâ*o,
r i4:i0).
remind us.

spoke that famous promise ro rhose
u ei?on fzrmed against you shall pros_

Lse is a sign of God,s compassion and

re \Tbrd that God is merciful toward
rbc rhar? Is it because we dont read
,'r believe it? Or do we look at Godt
His lor.e ietter to us? Or do we iden_
r ri-e do with being forgiven? Or do
in our life and blame God for them
solurion and thanking Him for all
,od's \T/ord, do *. looÈfor His judg_

ir a-t God to help us recognize His
ar. làr that is evidence of Hi, gr.rt

is Coodness and Love for Us
-':rsfanr. deep, unfailinglove for us.r-: tbr He is goodl For His mercy

,.-r! :tqo lr.ho was not only a great
. : ur he also clearly demonsüared
:,: irar. It was one ofhis great gifts.
:ssional football player and had
-al He.had the Super Bowl ring
n.r. and I am cerrain h. lookeà
rS r-am on the 6eld. Let,s just say

, one would wanr ro be in his wav after the football was hiked
: lLrarterback.
-,rr he later became our pasror, we thought of him as a very

-, .rddy bear because he consistently and abundantly exuded
. .ove ro everyone in a joyful, sweer, and non-judgmental way.
,lrember a specific teaching of PastorTimt on the goodness

:rrrcy of God. He based it on the lasr verse of psalm 23 that says,
. ' gzzt/n€ss ltntl mercy sltallfollow tne all the days ofmy life; andl
-r.,r ell in the house of the Lon» forever." pastorTim had a great
,i demonstrating the points of his teaching so we would not

-:r ir. And I have never forgotten this one in parricular.
-'.r-sror ïm demonstrated that yerse by asking two men from

- :r,rgregarion to srand just behind him-one on either side of
-.-and follow him wherever he walked as he talked. He asked

, imagine that he was driving his car and he could see them in
: ieàwiew and side mirrors. He named one "Goodness,, and the
rcr "Mercy." He told us rhar as we walked through each day, we
*ld imagine looking in the rearview mirror of our life and see-

. dre "Goodness" of God on one side and the "Mercy,of God
rhe other following us everywhere we went. And we could trust

'-'.r ther would always be there unril we went ro be with the Lorci.
Tlreret that mirror thing again. only we are nor seeing ottrsert,es,

' rr are we seeing our pdsT. \(/e are seeing God's goodness and tuei.cj,
.tlected in those mirrors.

Not long ago I was driving home after dark, and I noricecl rhrr
rc car that had followed me our of the parking lot *.as sriil b.hln.j

:e, making every one of the many rurns I did. I began r,. 'r-:.,::r-
,oncerned, but every time I looked in the rearyieri, nri:r,r,: ] ,,i..-
Ihank You, Lord, that Your goodness and mero- ri ill r,- ,, .:.; .. .

,tthedaysofmylife.,,Thecarfollowedmeinton1il11-11;-.1..
rut as I turned left onto my street, the car turned r:S:.. .-, . ._: .
,,i'as probably just a neighbor, but that mental in-i:.: . . _ :
and mercy gave me grear peace.

{

T
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Accel

God's goodnes and mercy:tre signs of Hi, r/eep and unfailing loue
for us.that rcll us He has our back. 

J

Now every time I,m faced with diltrculdes, I recall that picture.\W4rat a comfort that is. I hope you, too, will imagine 
" 
.."rrii* _ir-ror and see Godt gooÿ1e1s and mercy followtn"g 

^., 
.r"riï* 

"fyour life-all because He loves you.

God Shows His MerrybyForgiving Us
Because of Godt grace we are forgiven ofevery.thing we have ever

,do1w1onS 
in the past once we receiveJesus. In fact, we are forgivenbv God so completely that He does .ro, r._._Uer it. ,As 

far as theeast is from the west, so far has He removed our transgrerrlorà_
us" (Psalm lo3:12). "I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, andtheir sins a,d their lawless deeds I wilr remember no more,, (Hebrews
B:12) ' God wanrs us ro forget about our fairures roo, and stop reriving,h._T: rehashing th.-, 

".rd 
beating ourselves up over them.\w4ren we forgive someone who h", h.,rt us, we choose tolet it go

l::,".*J,r 
ront forget it. §7e clecicle to"", J;;;;;;;.*;..

ur rrre g,evance ro cause us to be bitter, ângry or unforgiving, butwe still remember.

When Godforgiues us, our sin against Him is completely erusedfrom
tlte records.

David said, " Blessed is /te u/tose transgression is/àrgiuen, w/tose sinis couered. B/essed is the man tu ruhom ,ù Lo* does not impute iniq-uity" (Psalm32:1-2).
\W4rat it means when ,ihe 

Lono does not impute iniquiÿ, is thatour sin is not even put on our record..
Sin is an archery rerm meaning to miss rhe mark.
Iniquiry is immoral behavior.
Transgressionis a violation of Godt laws.
Rebellionis the same as witchcraft_which means living in oppo_sition to God's ways (l Samuel 15:23).
Being released from the .orrr.q.r"rr.es of our transgressions and

.--rosition to God's ways

:s lor us.

Ilor,vever, once we ha.
.::sqression against the I
-rar. God asks that we
:rÈss our transgression
, -. done, but He wanrs

:.Llr- repentant.

'rodi mercy means that
, .,.ion ttgrtinst God and de

ittgain, Heforgiuesy,
liu.e do not repent be{i
ir puts a burden on our

: dcsigned to carry. But
I releases us from the cc

the physical, menral,
',,.ed sin take a major tr
' .lnrepentant sin, said, '
' : ough mygroaningall th

Irear.y upon me; my ui
/ nchnowledged my sit,

-:r. I said, 'I will confess r
,rt'e the iniquitT of my sin

,st rebellious and rejectir

-.\-repenr before Him.
God doesnTforgiue us be,

-'. loues us and is merciful ta

We all recognize the plr
rl'i1s, feelings, and attitud.

,.lr-es ail too well in that u
'. irh us and therefore we dc
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.ion to God's ways is one of the grearesr acts of mercy God
. : LIS.

'. e\.er, once we have received Jesus and we again commit a

-:Jssion against the Lord, by His mercy He allows us ro repenr
(lod asks that we come to Him with a repenranr heart and

. .: orrr transgression before Him. He already knows what we
-..rne, but He wants to hear it from us and see that our heart
. repentant.

'i's mercy me(lns tbat when you confess and repent of aruy trans-
,t agrtinst God and decide to rua/k atuayfi"om it and neuer intencl
: Llgtxin, Heforgiues you.

-,i e do not repenr before God, we become miserable and it ages

. iruts a br-rrden on our mind, emotions, and shoulders we \^/ere

:csigned to carry. But when rve confess our sins, He forgives us

.- ieieases us from the consequences of them.

-he physical, mental, and emotional consequences of uncon-
::d sin take a major toll on us. David, who was no srranger

-:ilrepentant sin, said, "\(/hen I kept silent, my bones grew old
, ugh my groaning all the day long. For day and night Your hand

,, hear,y upon me; my uitali4t wds turned into the drought of sum-
., . I dcbnowledg€d my sitt to You, and my iniquiry I have not hid-
-:r. I said, 'I will confess my transgressions ro the LoRD,' and You

itue the iniquiy, ofmy sin" (Psalm 32:3-5). Even those who are the
,,st rebellious and rejecting of the Lord's ways are forgiven u,hen
..\'repent before Him.

God doesru'tforgiue us because rue deserue it; He forgiues u-, be cirt:r,
t: /oues us and is merciful tou,ard us.

\X/e all recognize the places in our heart that hirrbor rho,-ighrs.
.1eas, feelings, and attitudes that dont please God. \\ r 111,,i,, -,.1;-
.elves all too well in that way. And we assume God r. :r.,: :.r..)-.
,.r'ith us and therefore we donidesere answers ru \-)-r: --r.r.:-:

transgressions and
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But we have never deseruedHisblessings. That,s what His mercy
is all about. /

We areforgiuen of all.past^sins by His grace (Ephesians l:7). Afier
ue receiue Jeslts, rue are then forgiuen of any subsequent sin, brrar* oJ.
His mercy.

. God could just say, "I,ve forgiven you of all your pasr sins, but
thati it. No more. I'm not doinj this agaln. I expect you ro be per_
fect from now.on."

But it seems He knows us all roo well.

.Cod 
has set it up that the only way distance comes berween us

and Him is ifwe miss the mark He has for us-wrrich we alr do at
one time 61 2ns1h6r-and then do not confess and repent ofit. Our
unconfessed sin sets consequences in motion, and God, who d.oes
not reward bad behavioq waits to bress us u,tir we are sorry enough
to turn to Him for forgiveness.

King David confessed and repented ofhis sinful affairwith Bath_
sheba and the subsequent murder of her husband in order to hide
his sin once she became pregnanr. But David waited far ,oo torrg ro

l3nfess 
and repenr. He had to be confronted about his choiceJby

Nathan, a prophet of God. Once confronred, David went before
Cod and said, " Haue merc)/ upon rue, O God, accorc/ing to your lou_
ing kindness; accoru/ing to the murtirude of your tender mercies, brot out
my transgressions. Wash me thorougbt-fio* my iniquity, and cleanse
mejiom my sin" (psalm 5t:t_2).

Even though David finally repenred, he had still allowed the
consequences ofhis unconfessed sins to be set in motion, which rn as
the death of his and Bathsheba,s child together.

Dont allow disobedience to Godt *"y, ,o p* up a wall berween
you and Him. Bring it to Him immediately *iih 

" 
..p.rr12n1 hg2r.s_

meaning you are sorry about it and dont intend to do it again. God
waits to answer our prayers until we get our heart right. 

a -

Sin has consequences. That is justihe way it is. No one gers away

r.rut the consequences c(

-iveness in response to or

,r.nces of our errors.
I'Lat's mercy.

Codt Mercyls Not Er
jar.e you ever been afraid
, .-. 

-Ihe 
evil around me c

.nborhood into a safer on
I ord ro prorect you and r

. :lom the path of evil? I h
-::ss I called upon the Lon

, oice from His temple, a. , c.rrs" (Psalm 18:6).

Davicl said, "The pangs of
..ngodliness made me afraj
',,'-ered, he said of God, ,,F

.t itTe out of many rudters. ]. r:r those who hated me, fo
ril.onted me in the day of n
., He also brought me our

, .irtse He delighted in me,, (p:
Is rhat not the mercy of Gc
That is what I believe Go,

.:r'ed for Him to move us ro

E ui / p eop le don't fear God. Tl
',rr. They think about planni
rghr. They are never horrified
,:mselves when they do wror.t

David said of the wicked, '.

'-,r hef,atters bimself in /tis otlt
,:rd when he hates. The word
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ntedHis blessings. That,s what ffi5 merry

. /i: 4, grace (Ephesians 7) Arter
His

' .' - (;! of ,rl subsequent because
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' : consequences coming to fruition sooner or later. Godt
r.r in response to our repentance releases us from the con_
:, ,tf ouf errors.

, :tt-l-cy.

J's Merqyls Not Extended to Those.§7.ho Do Eül
. 'ou ever been afraid because ofthe evil aroundyou? I know
;te e.u.il around me caused me to move out of 

" 
d"rrg..ou,

:nood into a safer one. Have you ever cried ferventlvLefore
,-. ro proreo you and your family and asked Him to remove
.:r rhe path of evil? I have done that counress times. ,,In 

my
, . I c,rlled upon the Lono, and cried our ro my God; He heard

-r- from His temple, and my cry came before Him, even ro
s' (Psalm 18:6).

. ,., id said, "The pangs of dearh surrounded me, and the floods
.s,rdliness made me afraid" (psalm 1g:4). After his prayer was
:r'ed, he said of God, "He senr from above, H. toàk 

'me; 
He

,)te out of many wdt€rs. He deliuered mefom m)/ strong en€m)/,
r rirose who hated me, for they were too strong fo, ,rr.. Th.y
ionted me in the day of my calamity, but tbe Linn aas m)/ sup-
He also brought me out into a broad place; He deliuerecl me

.ttr;e He cleligbted;n me" (psd,m18:16_19).
I-s that nor rhe mercy of God?
rhat is what I believe God did for me and my family after I

.n'ed for Him to moye us to a safer place.

Euilpeople donTfear God.Tl'rcy are full of deceit and ha'e n. u-is-
.'')rx' They think about planning and doingwickecl thines .iri- ,r,.1
r ight. They are ne,,er horrified by evir. In fact, ther. rhinÈ n,si.r. -
.hemselyes when they do wrong.

David said of the wicked, "Ihere is nofear of GoA y.t,- . , ; ,. , .c,'r hc fatcrs himself in his own 
"7.r. 

*h.n h. tjn,.l. , , . .

and when he hares. The words o[his mourh ar.,., -. -_.

t:
SXNS

-:icDted, he had still allowed the
to be set 1n modon, waswhich

LOqethe_r.

s Mrays to put up awall berween
a repentant heart.-

inrend to do It agam. God
ouf heart right.

r{lt

rc forgiven you of all .

a".* a,,,r*'*lI!:,';J:iî: i;:
.rs all roo rvel.l.

te on]1- u.ay distance comes between usrark -FIe has for us_which *.;ü;;
ren do not confess 

".rd."p.rt ofir.ô.i;
lence.s 

in modon, and God, *h" d;;;irs ro b.less us until we,
ss. aresorryenough

I repenred ofhis sinful affairwith Bath_rrder of her husband in order to hideranr. Bur Davjd waired far roo;;;;: b; eonFronred abour h;.h.;:;;
)n.. con Fronred, Davidil;"ïJ
)û.i! iil€, O God, according * y"rrj"r_
tlrirtt.r/e of your tender mercies, b/ot out,o:tglt/yiÇ^e* 

my iniquiry, arud cleanse

t

V,fay _rt 1s. No one gers away
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deceit; he has ceased to be wise and to do good. He devises wicked-
ness on his bed; he sets himselfin a way that is not good; he does not
abhor evil" (Psalm 36:1-4).

Godprotects us when we make Him the safe place Lue turn to.
\X4ren David fled from Saul, he prayed, ,,Èe merciful to me, O

cod, be merciful to mel For my sour rrusts in you; and in trte shadout
of Your ruings I ruill make my ,efugr, until t/tese calamiiles haue passed
by" (Psalm57:l).

David put his hope in God's mercy, and Gocl protected him.
David said to God, "you haue deliuered*y rouiTo* deatb. Haue

Yyu. not kept ryt feet Jiom falling, rhat I may ualk- before God in the
I igl tr sflr, li ui ng?" (Psalm 56:13).

ifit is not our time to go-and onry Gocr knows that-God can
keep us from death when we pray and ask Him to do so. The psalm-
ist said with faith in Godt love and mercy, "I shail not die, but lirre,
and declare the works of the Lono. The Lono has chastened me
severely, but He has not given me over ro dearh,, (psalm 11g:12_18).

Godt MerryHelps Us Do'§7hat'§ÿ.e
Cannot Do on Our Own

\Vhen my children were small, they knew they would have cer_
tain privileges if rhey strictly obeyed the fàmily rules. one of those
r;wa1ds was going ro a nice resrauranr with us. My husband and I
didnt have babysitters or family members around to take care of
them for a few hours, and I wouldni leave them with anyone unless
I knew them well and completely rusred them.

Of course, we didn't take them out to nice resraurants if they
were under the age of rhree-when they were still all zeal and no
uutlom. But at three years old they knew their manners, especially
toward the people serving us and other people around th.- in th.
resrauranr. §(/e were rror about to inflict misbehaving children on
others, and our kids were wise enough to know that.

Both children knew in advance that this night would be ail

Accep,

..i.titt and no mercy if
-.rs. As a result of kno
,.rd so{t spoken and

,-.e rhey wanted the 1
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. l.rnv times â person o
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: .,nc1 how pleasantly su

-.1 themselyes more qr
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'. rorvard us. Because

. I{e helps us to do br

, ,.1's mercy is not a "g

i,- ,n disobeying His lar
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-.nrn-. If there âre no c(

i-r rhe system or there
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:*d to do good. He devises wicked_
Ifin a way thar is not good; he does not

wke Him the safeplace aae turn to.
rul, he prayed,..Be merciful to me, O
ry-soul trusts in you; and in tbe shadow
tfage, until these calamiiles bauepassed

It mercy, and God protected him.
we deliuered my soulfiom death. Haue

fr.*" 
I maY taalk before God in the 

i

rnd only God knows that-God can I
nayard ask Him to do so. fh. prrl__ |
: and merry, "I sha.ll not die, brt Iiu.. I
Lono. The Lono has chastened;.' I
me over ro death,, (psalm llg:lZ-,lg). I
Ips Us Do \ü7hat\Jÿ.e I
ron our own I
all, they knew rhey would have cer_ |
eyed the familyrules. One oFthose I
auranr with us. My husband and I I
7 members around to take care of I

ffiÏUf.Xwith 
anyone unt.,. I

il ïn:';J,ii,l2ïiïi )i';x I
ffiï.:i:îffi;lï.'ffi'fl'l I
lH'::il:i::il:* chj'Idren on I
nce tÂar this night would be all I

Accept Godi Gtttce lnd -\L.i.t,, g I

:;/t /tfid no merq/ if they misbehaved_at least for those 90
: ::. As a result of knowing that, they were perfect in their man_
rd solt spoken and marure in their conducr. They behaved

.,: they wanted the privilege of going with us and eating the
-ood theyloved so much.
--i'r'times a person or a coupre in the restaurant wourd come
' r ou. table to commenr on how welr mannered our children

: ',d how pleasantly surprised they were when our children con-
.J themselves more quietly and politely than many of the orher
:, rhere. They felt they had to say thank you. I *r, g.rt.frl.
,od s mercy toward us, on the other hand, doesnt ,Jq,rir. .r, to-:rtèct in our behavior. That's why it is cailed mercy. rtisHis com-
:;z rowârd us. Because He loves us He helps us to do the right

-g. He helps us to do beyond what we can do on our own.

r,oc1t mercy is not a "get out ofjail free,'card that allows us to
: --!r on disobeying His laws. There are consequences for violating

J s laws, just as rhere are consequences for treaking the raws of
- runrry' If there are no consequences, then there is Àh., .o.r,.p-
n in the sysrem or there really are no laws. But if raws are upheld,
. s\rstem is good.
God expects us to uphold His laws, and there are consequences

r'n we dont. But He mercifuily will help us to live His u,a'rvhe n
.rsk Him to do so.

David said that thefaces of tbose ruho look to the Lorc/ ,tre tnr/r,tttr
'rrl unashamed (Psalm 34:5). That is the same for rhe fàces oichil_

-rren who are raised with guidance, godry discipiine. ard rhe ro'e
''d mercy of the Lord. you can always tell the .lr-,ii.rr.,-, * h.r:g ;.,1;-.rts love them enough to teach them what ther.nee d ,., 1,r.,.,r-., T1,-,,,

.aces reveal it.

God shorus His great loue and mercy in time-; o-/'r;i,:, i, . ..,. . :.... . :r
.lea how many rimes He has saved us fronr clarS.- - _ .

'f the LonL,, is on t/tose whofear Him. on ,ho,, ,,.,

d
I



B2 TR{NSFORM]NG LOVE

to deliver their sour from deat,, and to keep them alive in famine,,(Psalm %:t}-t9).
The best part about His goodness and mercy is that it allows youtodwellwirhHimf

*%*:H+ï:triï:iîi.,Ti"":ïï:,,iqiïff X*:;
rn the o 

".u ", *;;iTii,Tiîlo,îffiil#,iil;ï: :i*i;ing the end times. He-said, "r;"*;;;;,i. rlr", t,e souls oftËor.who had been slain for the sr;rJ;â.a *a f", ,h.;;;Jïr,which they held,, (Revelation e,gi. Th.*'are the peopl.e who hadbeen ki'ed because theywere christians and stood up for God, His§7ord, and their fairh: 
f_hey_rlr. *;q;J_*.re asking God howIongitwoutd be untit H.;r.";; rîoïii..o. Theywanted Godtjustice to prevail.

I
LoRo, thank \
iinow are never-en(
Ihey are gilts beyc
rccleems my life fro
rngkindness and ter
Lord, that you "wii
me[cy, O Lono, enc

rhat You care about
ThankYou for y

clidon ofmylif'e rr.
rhar guilt is a killer
ever grateful that wl
choices that have le
come to Ycru with a

r.rot only will forgiv
sions as far as the eas

not remember the sir
according ro your m,
sake, O Lono" (psalr

ThankYou for yor

in You and allowed n.

without You. Thank
ifestation of Your lor
from being punished
in Your love, dwelling
heaven with You after

In Jesus' name I pr

God tord them to resr a whire longer untir the remainder ofthosewho would also be killed fo*h.;;â,h'** firrfi,ed. There weregoing to be more who would b. _rrr;;, and apparentÿ God was
_grving üe perpetrarors time ,o ,.p.rr,. \ÿ. *orrd.r, \y/by does Godallou-, rltose ruho loue and rrr* mrri ro-i, )ordrodtBut we dont see

*ffr, 
reward waiting for them i, h*;;r. He keeps them close

I dont know about you, but if it were up ro me, I would imme_diatelvstrik. th. people *h" k il;;;;ldr., *ith death, and cer_tainly theywourd have no future i" il;. Bur not God. He is toomercifirl and Iovins for that. H.l.;;;.-.*, *t .., we sin asainst
l{im-eve1 

ro the ioinr of"llo*irg riJ, ,o ao*oy His mosiovalservanrs and ardent believers, His bJloved .hild;;;; ;J üi",faithfrrttyto the end. Hewaits 6r;;;;;;rance.
God loves us enough to wait À;;;;;;"rn to Him so He canmercifi.rlly enable ,r, ,o do *h", *.."rrJrio o, our o\^/n. That is,tp.ld erernitywith Him in heaven.
His grace and merry are that deep.
He loves us that much.

I
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rth, and to keep them alive in famine,,

.-:,dness and mercy is that it allows you
us has prepared a place for you ir, .t.r-
o .iiscase, no crime, no evil, no sorrow,
ir u'ipes away all ofyours, of course.
,i.-,hn talks about what he saw regard-
::i,,' 11ql.r the altar the souls of thor.
i c,rd of God and for the resdmony
b;') i. Jhs5s are rhe people who had
lhrisrians and stood up for God, His
:: ! rrrarn rs-were asking God how
:"J rheir blood. Theywanted Godt

- . ,)iloer undl rhe remainder ofthose
r.ir frrirh was fulfilled. There were
, :l:rrn-red, and apparentlv God was
:::-.nr. Ve wonder, lVhy does Gocl';,,; 

;,1 fig rnurdered?Brrt we dont see
:::-- in heaven. He keeps them close

ir ri \\'ere up to me, I would imme_
tJ mr-children with death, and cer_

' 
rr heaven. But not God. He is too

' irl1 es Lls even when we sin against
rnq rhem to destroy His mosiloyal

' 5eloyed children who served Him
r {rue _repentance.

iLrr Lts to turn to Him so He can
,i'. .annot do on our own. That is.

Prayer of Love
LORO, thank you for your grace and mercy, which I
..now are never-ending signs of your unfailing love for me.they are gifts beyond comprehension. For it is you who
:-cleems myIife from d.sru.tion and crowns me ,with 

lov-
r rrskindness and tender mercies,, (psalm 103 :4) .Thank you,
i ord, that You "will perfect that which concerns me; your
:rercy, O Lono, endures forever,, (psalm l3B:g). Thankyou
rhirr You care about the things I care about.-Ihank 

You for your forgiveness. I cant imagine rhe con_
dition ofmy life and the ,t"t. of*y roul without it. I know
rhar guilt is a killer and condemrr"tion desmoys. I am for_
ever grateful that when I recognize my own error and bad
choices that have led me ,o ,',rry fro- yorl, ways, I can
come ro You with a humble and repentant heart and you
not only will forgive me, bur you remo.
sions as far as the Jart is f.om the west (or"[fr;ï,f;i
not remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions;
according to Your mercy remember me, for your goodn"sr,
sake, O LoRD" (psalm 25:7).

ThankYou foryour grace that drew me ro pur mr- frrith
in You and allowed me to be savecl from deathincl .,.;i,,;;
without You. Thank you that your grace i, ,fr. g,.., ,rr.,,r
iIèstation of Your love for me, andkrr rr.... kt.;.. 11._
from being punished as I deserve. Help me ro ke.r. rl-,.i:, j
in Your love, dwelling in the flow of your nrcr._ .1 ., _,,-
heaven with You after I leave this earth (Jud. , rl,

In Jesus' name I pray.

:l::ii:ii

.,1

I
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tÿords of Love

By grace you have been saved through faith,
and that nor ofyourselves; it is the gift of God.

Epltsreivs 2:g

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne ofgrace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace

to help in time of need. 1

HssREvs 4:16

The Lono takes pleasure in those who fear Him,
in those who hope in His mercy.

Pseru 147:ll

As the heavens are high above the earth,
so grear is His mercy torvard those who fear Him;

as far as the east is from rhe west,
so far has He removed our rransgressions from us.

Psern 103:ll_12.

God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love
with which He loved us,

even when we were dead in trespasses,

made us alive together with Christ
(by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together,

and made us sit together in the heavenly plr..,
in ChristJesus.

EpunsreNs 2:4_6

B4
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rrrs 2:B
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:\ose who fear Him,
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Recognize the tWays

God Loves You

. is like a vapor.

\\/e can't see a vapo! but we can sometimes sense the effects of
. trr example, we cant see a gasoline vapor until it's ignited by a

-rli. Then we cân definitely observe the effects of that. \7e dont
: linvaves, but we recognize the manifestations of them when our

phone rings orwe rurn on the portable radio. The morewe learn
rLLt vapors and airwaves, the more we recognize that they are all

iLnd us.

The same is true about Godt love. It's all around us, and He
ri)\\'s His love for us in coundess ways, but often we doni see the

"nifestations of His love until He opens our eyes to them. It all
,gins when we receive the Lord. That turns on the receptors in
-rr brain, heart, and spirit. Then, with each new recognition, there

- ,rres a burst ofjoy in us that is set offby our understanding ofwhat
r.rs been there all along but we could not see it until that moment.

\X/hen we Ênally understand things about God's love that we
-..ive never before imagined, it is like an explosion in our heart deto-
r rred by the signs of it everpryhere we look. V/e see it in His beautiful

85

-:- ..Lro'e the earth,
-:-- :-t(lse ',vho fear Him;
. .: :t.r the WeSt,

: : ..:t:gressionS frOm US.

l,i:11-11.
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crearion around us. \x/e feel it in His grace and mercy extended to us.
\7e recognize it in the things that happen fo, gooi in our rife. His
loving presence cannor be missed.

Even after our undersranding of God,s love for us is ignited, it
will continue to explode in our heart rike a blast to our r.r".., .,r.ry
day, andeach time it will touch us more deeply than th. day b.Àr..

Ifyou have never felt that, ask God to reveal the ways É rho*,
His love ro you. Even ifyou haue feltHis love in the past, ask Him
to show you in new ways now. There is always more to learn and
experience concerning.Godt love for you. Has He given yeu family,
friends, relationships, healing, healtlr, work, sun, La."i.rl I used
ro not appreciate rain untir I was in a drought. Now every time it
rains I praise God. I am nor insensitive ,o Àor. who h# been in
damaging floods, but even rhen, during frightening times when the
forcesof nature remind us how r-drLipo*.rl-.r, we realry are,
Godt love can still be seen in the way He prore*s us or provides for

": 7br: n: t: y*y^things we d.o not appreciate in our-life until we
fecognize God's louefor us in tbem.

Has God restored something in your life or removed something
that needed removing? Has Heprotected you in ways you did nôt
recognize at rÀe time? Ask Him to show you what you hru. .ro, y.,
recognized and thank Him when He does.

. One of the primary v/ays \{/e can identiÿ God,s love for us is
by recognizing His promises to us in His §ford and how He keeps
them' \)7hat a comfort to know that everything He tells us i, t..r.
and what He promises will come ro pass.

. Yh.r-" parenr promises a child that a particular thing will
be done for him, that child does not forget. He expectsit to hap_
pen. He utaits for it. But if the parent forg.t _o, ,.gl..t, to fol_
low through-the child is hurt b..rrr. he perceives ir as a lack of
love' often, tÀis disappointmenr is so deep ihat it can still be easiry
brought to mind decades later as 

"n 
d.rlt'rnd the hurt is stil there.

Recog
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;FORIÿIING LOVE
Recognize the Vays God Loues You

aa()/

:,irtg a promise to som€one is a sigt oJ-loue.

.l always keeps His promises. And every promise is a sign of
i to us. We dont dictate to Him when or how these promises

, lirlfilled. It is enough to know they will be.

ret follows below are just a few of God's promises that are evi-

, LriHis great loYe for yott.

God Promises That Nothing Shall Separate

You from His Love

re love of God is constantly active and present. His love didnt
r.rppen once. lt! forever moving inyotand in yur life. You are

- 'separated from His love. You cant be. His love is everFvhere

, , -rse God is love and He is everp,vhere. No matter how difficult
r.corles for you, trust that His love is with you always. Only

. -.ur put a limit on how much of it you receive.

,:'r.ul said, "I am persuaded that rueither death nor ffi, no, angels

:;'lncipalities nor Pzu)ers, nor things present nor things to come, nor

-, rr nor depth, nor ttl't)t other created thing, shall be able to se?drate

- om tlte loue of God u,hich is in CbristJesus our Lord" (Romans
rS--19). This promise is not a small thing.

-\'o matter what is going oru in your lfe, nothing cdn se?ltrltte lou
,,t Godi hte.
There is no person who can separate us from the love of God.

' ho shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
.:rress, ar persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or suord?"

irrrnâns B:35). God blesses us even when our enemies are attacking

.,. Our life always overflows with His favor (Psalm 23:5).

This means that because of the love of God revealed to you
r r ough Jesus, you are able to conquer the obstacles in your life. He

. ill restore your troubled soul and lead.vou in the way you should

:o (Psalm 23:3:). Even if you have to walk through a place of great

ianger, you don't have to fear because God is with you. Even His
.orrection ofyou when you get offthe path is a sign ofHis love. His

in His grace and mercyexrended to us.
rhar happen for good in our liG. His
sse d.

lins of God's love for us is ignited, it
rr heart like a blast to our senses everv
.h us more deeply than the d"y b.forÉ.
a-.k God ro reyeal the ways He shows
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,r-. There is always more to learn and
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shepherdt crook wi' bring you back when you srray. That is a com-forting sign ofhow -r.h"H.loves you (psalm %:4).
His love for us broke the power of,eath ,rra l"ttlr,a gave us HisHoly spirit to be with u, .rr., into heaven. t, -."n, cod is alwayson our side' "IfGod is {i:r us, who.can be against ,ririÀo-"ns B:31).

,rofo, 
,ro you complete[t, ancl there o 

"*nr"gJ,-, )') ,, n c/tange

fie(09.

get what I want by n
.. Wtrhour Jaith it is ,

t ,od must believe thar
'rgnt/y seeb Him', (HeL
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..lrr.ays brings great col
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.: l-Leart.
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God Pror

we put our trusr i

God promises ro proüde foryou
Tiusring that God will provide for yol is not always easy, espe_cially when you cannor even begin ,o ,.. lro**t 

";;;;;â .*possibly materiarize. I have been in thr, f h.. many times in my rife,and God has come through in *ry, i;uld never have fathomedor dreamed of
\ÿhen you are convinced God loves Iou, and you look to Himwith love and reven

rheBibre,,;,6;,ÏtJ,'.ï.:î:,ï:îif ::ï;.rm:*is the man \À/ho ffusrs in Him! Oh, fear the Lono,. you His saints!Wre is no uant tu tbue whofear Him. . . tlron *h, urh tbe Lono shallnot lack aryt good thingj, (psalm 34,g_10i. ü/har a remaïkable prom_ise to us. How can we not rccognize God,s Iove for us in those words?God is a giver. ItpleasesHi, to girr. ,r, wh"t we need.
Have you ever tried to give ,o_Jor. .omething you know theybadly need but thev will ,ro", 

"...p, i*i, ,, *r, fr"strating and kindof like a slap in th. fr... Giuing'is no, ,i.'.rf, sign of love ; receiu_ing is asign also. Jesus said, ,,Itî yor* i)ihrri gooa pbasureto give Iyou the kingdorn' (Luke r2:32).i t 
",'rnt"rrt to God ro r.fur. ri Ireceive all He has for

what you have for *..Io'' 
It's like saytng, "I do nor **, o. .r..à 

I
Jesus instru*ed us ro "seek lirst the kingdom of God and Hisrighteousness, and all these things,lr"il U. 

"aaed 
ro you,, (Matthew6:33). That means when rve look-to God, He will give us everl.thingwe need' \x/hen we don't recei'e all God h", fo, us, itt like saying,

-rn we know. The key is t,
r x.air for disaster to hapl

, rc'l and difficult things hap
rhe midst of trouble He r,

ÿ
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i back r,vhen you srray. That is a com_
r.,.s \-ou (Psalm 23:4).
-.'.r of death and hell and gave us His
nro heaven. It means God is alwavs
l,l .:in be against us?" (Romans a,:i).
. 

:,.,.i.. i: nothingyou can do m change

ro Provide forYou
:,r; for vou is not always easy, espe_
'E-:: ro see how what you need can
i rhar piace many times in my life,

'". 
"' s I could never have fathomed

-: .rr\'es vou, and you look to Him
.1:.irr. \rou will not lack an1-thing.

-=- ihar the Lono is good; blesseà
ll:. rèar the Lono, you His saints!
i: ,,, . , . tltose w/to seeb the Lono shall
=: :-l 0 ). \X/hat a remarkable prom-
l-- t,od's love for us in those words?
.,-, Sr-,'e us what we need.
::-Lrne sornething you know they
:: rr: Ir is very frustrating and kind
j :rr-rr rhe only sign of love; receia_
'. 

'-,Lr Frtt/teri good pleasure to give
i:, ...n alTront to God to refuse to
- ::.,'ing, "I do not want or need

'.: rhe kingdom of God and His
,r-ill be added ro you" (Matthew
i t,otl, He will give us everything
u. t,od has for us, it's like saying,

Recognize theWay God Loues You B9

-.r what I want by myselfl I dont need You." But Godh Word

\Yithoutfaith it h impossible to Pl€dse Him, for he who comes

,.1 r.rrust believe that He is, and that He is n rewarder ofthose who

,ttly seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6).

. ,r'e that Scripture. I have spoken it often in times of need, and
"'..rys brings great comfort to my heart. §7e must believe that

..ise God loves us, He rewards us when we seek Him with all

.t aa.rt.

God Promises to ThansformYou into His Image

.i-hen we walk with God, I Ie promises to take us from glory to

:-\' .ls we are transformed into His image. Dont you love that?

, :rot only wants you to become more like Him, but He will help

. .io that. "\7e all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror t/te

ofthe Lord, are beingtransformed into the same imagefiom glory

.'or'1, just as by the Spirtt of tlte Lord" (2 Corinthians 3:18). He

. that if we keep looking to Him-like looking into a mirror-
- ',i-ill start seeing His image reflected back at us. The more we look

llirn, the more we become likeHrm.
that is true transformationl

God also promises to take us from strength to strength when rn'e

,k to Him to be strong in us. "Blessed is the man whose strength

in You. . . they go from strength to strength' (Psalm 84:5.7). \\'hen

- choose to walk with God, we find our strength in Him (Psalrlr

-'r:11). 
tü/hen we look to Him, He shares Himself u-ith us

That is true lovel

God Promises to ProtectYou
-ÿhen we put our trust in God, He shields us from harm more

rhan we know. The key is to put our trust in Him all the time and

not wait for disaster to happen. Yet even when we put our rusr in

God and difficult things happen, we must not let our mrst n-ar-er' f-or

in the midst of trouble He will do great things in vs anà drvuglt us-
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l
cod is a safe prace you can always run ro when you are in danger.David said that the Lord ,.*ill ;;"-;;ge fol.the ,o.rrrrrà,,, , r4O,in rimes of trouble,,(psalm q,q). A,JH. utt n.,r...À_.r"ilr.,ro.,.who seeks Him (psalm q,f Ol. le"rîe 

will deliver the needy whenhe cries, the poor also, and frr,. *ï" irs no helper, , (psalm 72:12).\W4ren 
we understand the _rrai,irrr""for. rorl il;;;â;,s pres-*'rïi 
:::.'f; I.'". 

thal we ,.. p-, and needy,l;;;..
*:0,!::p,";;#:li,;:fl ;tï;*iiî1;;::ffi ::?l*:i::::of ir' "He serc ilte Doo.r on-bigh,f,,rfiom )6irrior,and makes rheir fàm-ilies like a flock. .. Vrl,o.u.î,rï,J. ;r;;t;

wil I u n ders tr" à rfr. I ori,, gki., d, 
"r; 

; ;i lî J, #ïiHi1, fri
. Godt promise ro prorecr us doesnt

taking fooiirh chances. satan tried r" ;#: j:rïr:ïrrrî"Tlî:Jfor Him. He tookJesï 
T :;;j,""-11of the tempte and said,"If You are the son of Goj, ,h-* i"rïr.rra.*r. Fo, it is written:'He shall give His angels charge.;.;;;;,,and, ,rn ,rr.,rirü.,rr.y

:f*:ïi vou up' IÀt vo, ;:il;;ffiot against a srone,,, (Mat-

Even satan knows the §70rd of Go, enough to use tu/tat we donï/tnoa aboutit against us. Jesus rrr*.r.Ji,m by quoting the Word,'"'ffi,i,ï;|jil::::' :' i 
*':iù' 

"h'* i'z*; "- "
,ec,edmeand_*_ü:lî:,e,î::T,,:::f:ii,#Ëi:.:."jf.ï

"Blessed be the Looo, for He hr, ;i;r* nre His marvelous kind_ness in a srrong cirvl,' (psalrn 3l:21).g,-r, t ,...". tested God on that.I didnt go ouf r"jki.,g,rlo". ,, ,r;g"h,. , U,Ort send my childrento play in the fro,t yrr,J near rh,,_ ,;__; I ditlnt open my door rostrangers, and I taught mr. chijclren ro nc\ er clo rhar as lveil.God knows what .

u., k, o*,,h ; ffi "i â:' :î.i,î "l : ::jïli :: ïï:""j:.ïi#I,tiand nor testGod.in these,hi,,E.'\\lr_, ,,..,"oU to the Lord roprote.. us, He makes cerrai, ...1. :..... t:i ,r rrs s.rcceecl and not the

:nemÿt. Butwedon,

---stions just to see h<

Goddidntsaywe
., rvill be upheld by,

.:.. LoRD, and He de
:o'fi, cast down; for ,

'-:)3-24).
-Ihat 

means withor
the angel of the L

,,rcl and deliuers then
ruldni you like to lo

.; rhe angel ofthe Lo
.,r e by faith and no
- ! and who also lor.,

!, t loÿng the pr€sen c

.'L He giues us, a//ott.

Cod Promises to
lhink of how mr,rch

: :r 1'oU loye most in ,

- r-.1Ltse He has greater
- .lin, to not love becai,r

-sr,rs said, "If you then.
,,Lir children, /tou, rtt,tr

.-,od things to t/tose u,l,o

-.rayers because He loi e

Keep in mind, thor-r

frrayers exactly the u.ai,
l-lis will ( I John 5:l+-t i
n'rust be met. The rnosr r

iàith in Him, and lir.,e H
t{/heneyer 

we are ove
not. §7e must look to H

TILANSFORMING LOVE
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. rlri 3r 5;s11 
1o 

when you are in danger.
n.,, ,:t:g. [or rhe oppressed, , ,rfrg,I -{nd He will never forsak. r";;' For He will deliver th. .r..dv *h.r,
1 'r ho has no helper" (I,silm72:12).
.f ruon of our soul without God,s pres_
: .ri poor and needy all the time.

Recognize the Ways God LoL e: lbtt 91

's. But we dont hang around the enemy and entertain his sug-
:s just to see how well God is protecting tm.

J didnt saywe would never fall. He said whenwedo stumble,
i be upheld by Him. "The sreps of a good man are ordered by

- )RD, and He delights in his wa1,. Though hefall, he shall not be

cast dorun;Jàr rhe Lr:no upholds hirn with His hand,, (psalm
_:_14).

.rr means without God it could have been a lot worse.
. rr angel of the Lord "encamps" around those who reyerence
' .nd deliuers them (Psalm 34:7). Doni you love that promise?

ln't you like to look into the spirit realm for even a momenr ro
rr angel of the Lord encamping around y.ou? But God wants us
. bv faith and nor by sight-faith that He protects whom He

, and who also love Him.

- ,,loying the presence of God in the daytime, liuing in the safeq, and
, He giues us, allows us to sleep better at night.

God Promises to Hear Our Prayers andAnswer Them
lhir-rk ofhow much you love your child or children-or whom_

:- \-olr loye most in this world. \Mell, God loves you even more
-,.illse He has greârer capacity to do so. He doesnt have the capa-
l. to not love because He zs love. He cannot be what He is nor.

.r: said, "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
-ir children, horu much more uillyour Father ruho is in heot,en glt,e
,l things to those ruho ask Him!" (Matthew 7:11). He ans\\.ers our

-l'ers because He loves us.

Keep in mind, though, that He doesnt promisc r() .ir:\\.ir oLLr

:.1\-ers exâctly the way we prayed them, but rather ac.ordrns r(l
.is rvill (lJohn 5:14-15:).Everypromise ofGod ha-s .r condirii,. :-ra:
-.ir.st be met. The most common conditions are rhar i,, - :: -i:: :1,:. -
,ril'r in Him, and live His way, and belier.e His \\ c r.r.

tùTheneverwe 
are overwhelmed, we must renl-rl-: -r--:. , : .- _:

r,.lr.\7emustlooktoHimatthosetimesandSrop. 11.-., : :. --:

i^rroubling will ever happen, but it
God u.ill do great things in the midst'..i'oitt 

ffiiction, and makes their fam-
is. ri ill obserue rhese things, and they
nr.rs 6f sf. LoRD,, (psalm107:41,43).

-. doesnt mean we can rest Him bv
'ied ro ternptJesus ro resr Godt l#
üe prnnacle of the temple and said,
D\\ 1'ourself down. For ir is wriften:
o.,'er you,' and, 'In their hands they
h r-our foot against a stone,,, (Mat_

oiGod enough to use what we donT
nsi'ered him by quodng the §7ord,
a r(sr (Matrhew 4:7 Ntv).
i' ri.ith danger all around, God pro_
o .lcciare rhe lollowing verse olien:
L. iho\vn me His marvelous kind_
)1 r. §r-r1 I never tested God on rhat.
nisht. I didnt send my children

- srreer. I didnt open my door to
-n ro never do that as well.
ail around us eyen when ute donlt.
- fbr our lives. \X/e must trust God,
;. \ï'l-ren we look to the Lord to
pians for us succeed and not the
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siruarion' "rhar doesni mean we live in deniar about it. ,,Denial 
reri_gion" is nor faith. Ve dSni !a* ., o;;;;d our circumstance havenot happened, as some do. \üZe _"rr';;;;rest wirh God about ourfears. David prayed, "H:r1-, .* ô à.a, attend ro my prayer.From rhe end of the;arth.I *rtt rry;;* w/ten my heart is ouer-whelmed; lead me to tlte rock ,t * ilirgirîrnor1,, (psalm 61:1-2).Jesus said, *lVhareuer 

rhi1sl,o, oii,jn'pror*: ltelieuing, you willreceiue" (Marrhew 21:22). ali*. frr". ,rto is beli.re Him_rharHe is the So, of God and that H. lo;; ,r)"a wanrs ro ans\À/er ourprayers. It is not our faith that does ,,. fru. ,*'";i::,:iï:.
;:"f;1ï:,:ff iJ;anyrhing.a.*,ii,"§,Ïi*ï:f fl',t;:
we are th....ipr.,t;iilT:iJffi::îïi# to His wiil, and thar

Rett

icside that powerfu
' .l's been my favorir
:. \ùZord to quickly
:: is an encouragert:

. -,rrirude.

,:r rhese verses Davi
.s others to do the
; ;tte, and deliuered

:: to seek God, and (
rr had.

'--\r 
reading that psal

*o rhe same for you ;
, .csr gifts to us.

God prom
\Vhen\

,od knows \4/e cannol
:ircn$th to stand strot
, lbr our life.
i,rd protnises to enab/e

:: e haue tu declare our t
,,trdsfor /iuing His u

'..Lnres, the brother ofJe

.' i:ttion: for when he ha
': ruhich rhe Lorul has pt.o
-ltre crown of life is no
jn \ye are in heaven witl
.ill Forfeit if we conrin
n irrstead o[ r.esisring i

rngrh to resist temptatior
iirkling ofit and deperr,

fhrr mearrs when l,r e go
:h and end up doing sorr.rr

God promises to Deliver Us from Fear
The Bible rells us about the joy, blessing, and happiness of allrhose who fear God. rroring àoi)';;;;r' ,, reueîence Him and feartahat ltfe would be tike withoZtir*.*-''

, 
"Oh,_ how great is your goodness, wh

those who frr:ï;. . . you sharl /t,a, *r*"1!_I:ï 
nr". Jaid up for

';i:',:{::,:';,*.;;;;:",'*^^",i,',i':;,:";:(f,::,:{,{"';
'Ihat 

is godly fear.
The other kind offear is not of the Lord. It is a spirit rhat can tor-ture us if we allow it to grow in our heart. ..God d;;;;;.;: 

"Ïit,:;*"t 
bu of power and o{ loueand of a sound mind" (2 Tim-

The poruer is Godt power, which He shares v,rith us.His louecomforts

Asoundminr-.,i:iiff îiîirxf;n,,good judgment,and the abiliry to make wis. diir;o,r, *a .i,oË.r. I;;;;, ;]ÏgselÊconrrol and not being out of .orrrrot i, our acrions and behav-ior. It means having the mind of Christ.
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\\-e live in denial about it. ,.Denial 
reli-

rave ro pretend our circumstance have
'ê must be honest with God abour our
rn)'crY, O God; attend ro my pfayer.
ii ill cn, to You, wben my beart^is o'uer-
it,tr is higher tltan f ,, (psalm 6l:l_2).
gs 7ot.t asb in prayer belieuing you will
I u'ç hxys to do is believe Him_that
r Fle lor.es us and wants to answer our
rr does it. \Me are nor having faith in
rs ro do with it. \X/e have faith that He
ra-,-ers according to His will, and that
: § llgn we pray.

r Deliver Us from Fear
e io). blessing, and happiness of all
104' itteans tu reaerence Hlm andfea,
F{:,u.

rdness, which you have laid up for
'l,ia'e iltem in the secretplnrc of yow

Psalm 3l:19-20). He blesses those

r-ri :he Lotd. It is a spir it that can tor-
':, rr hearr. "God has not given us a
L r;,: c, and of a souncl mind,, (2Tim-

.r-: IJc shares wirh us.
:! :',r'31. OUr fear.

:-arin'of thought, good judgment,
.i,,rns and choices. It means Àaving
i control in our acdons and b.h"*
Lnflst.

I

E

I

Recognize the \X/ays Gorl Lot,e, )btr 93 ffi
-.rde that powerful verse from 2 Timothv above, Psalm 34 has

. been my favorite place to go to in the Bible when I need
., Word to quickly take away fear and insecurity. The entire
: is an encouragement. A {ixer of the heart. A readjustment of
rirude.

rhese rrerses David r,ows ro worship God continually and
:: others to do rhe same. He said. "I sought the Lono, and He
, ,tte, rtnd cleliuered me fom all my feari' (Psalm 34:4). David
: ro seek God, and God answered by delivering him lrom every
-,i had.

..-.t reading that psalm gives me peace in my heart. I know it
,r..r the same for you as well. And the peace of God is one of His
.:sr gifts to us.

God Promises Us the Crown oflife
'When'W'e 

Resist Temptation
,od knows we cannot be perfect, so He asks us to look to Him

:rrength to stand srrollg againsr anv temptation to violate His
, tbr our life.

t'iod ?romises to enable us to do things we cdnnot do without Him,
:i'e hdue to declare our r/ependenqt upon Him. \,Vhen we do, there
,tLuarclsfor liuing His ruay.

f rlrnes, the brother ofJesus, said, " Blessed is the mdn wlto endures

. ,ttttion; for when he has been approv ed, he wil/ receiue the crotr:T

:ù which the Lord haspromisedto those who loue Hiru" (James 1:12).
T1re crown of lilè is no small thing. This rrrse is talking about

r.n we are in heaven with the Lord. There are re*,arcls ir-i cternity
. u,ill forfeit if we continue to allow ourseh-es ro frrll into rem;-r-
.ion instead of resisting it. We all have access ro rhe;rou-er:rncl

.:e ngth to resist temptation when it conres if u c rLrn ro Gud .rr rhe
-.t inkling of it and depend on His strengrh ;1nd prs11 cr ro do so.'lhat 

means when we go through hard rinre.-j.ntr .,,,. .lLrn'r lose
rth and end up doing somerhingstupid or r.rrrh1r.,, : .rlisr-rhc
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experience will cause us to depend on God so completery we wiil see
that we need nothing.lse bui Him.

James said, "count it a, joy when you fall into various triars,
knowing that the tes-ting of yiur faith produces porirrrr. B.r, 1.,
patience have irs perfe* work, that ryou *n7 b, pr-rfrrt and complete,
lacking notbin§, (James 1:2_4).

Ifwe recognize the testing of our faith when temptation presents
itself and we run to God, we can have joy in the process of resisting
the enemy of our soul. Ifwe depend o, Cod to work in us and per_
fec us, we will see that everything we need can be found in Him.

The sooner we learn that, the ù.,r.. offwe will be.

God Promises Thatyou Have a Good FutureAhead
Because God loves you, He promises you hope and a good future.

Listen to what He says about you in His \X/ord.

I know the rhoughts tl"rar I think toward you, says the Zonn,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, tu giae lou aJi.rturc and
a bope. ft"...{orl will call upon À4e, anj go 

^na 
pray ro

N4e, and I will listen ro you. Andyou *ittri* U, )raÿra
Me, when you search for Me ruiti all your heart (JercÂiah
29:]]-13).

God promises to us a great future with Him, but we must seek
Him and search for Him with our whole heart. v4ren we don,t do
that, He shows love for us in His disciprine and correction. Ir means
He loves us enough ro care how we ,.,.r, o.rr. ,,For 

whom the Lono
loves He chasrens" (Hebrews t2:6). Hesaicl, ,,As 

many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten" (Revelation 3:19).

In addition to the promises that reveal His roye to us alr the time,
ask God ro demonsrrare rhe ways He shows His love ro \rou person-
ally. Has He spared y": l"T something? Connected yo, *lrh p.o-
ple you need to knorv? put beauty ir ylu, parh in 

"maring w"ys?
A,swered your prayers? Worked ,o-.ihirrg out for good? Eîabled

.r ro recover? Hel

-.rrt? Given you a

:-red peace in the

-r from somethin
,r-ided for you ur

-.: haye delighted
\\"hatever ir is, r

: :cnllter it. Têll H
:nable you to rec(

: ii is the love of (
-:r love for Him-
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iepend on God so completely we will see
,ur Him.
//-jo-y,,vhen you fall inro various trials,
,f ),our fahh produces ?dtience. But let
,rk. r/trtt ltou may be petfect ancl complete,
+r.
g ot our faith when temprarion presenrs
: carr have joy in the process of resisting
depend on God to work in us and pel_
-rhing rve need can be found in HiÂ.
, rhe berter offwe will be.

ou Have a Good FutureAhead
ie promises you hope and a good future.
: r-ou in His \Word.

r I :hink roward you, says the Zona,
rrr.: pi .1-il, to giue you afuture and
,:t- upon Me, and go and pray ro
,-t -, \ncl 

-1,6t7 will seeb Me and fnc/
-"ri. r irh a// lour beart (Jeremiah

.i :urLlre rvith Him, but we must seek
r i,Lrr u-hole heart. \X/hen we dont do
{is Ciscipline and correction. Ir means
r.-, \', e rllrn out. "For whom the LonO
ll:ti i. He said, 'As many as I love, I
;,r -l:19).

, :iar rer..eal His love to us all the time,
a'.-s He shows His love ro you person-
onre rhing? Connected you with peo_
:un-in vour parh in amazing ways?

'J sornething our for good? Enabled

Recognize the \Yays God Loues You 95

. ro recoyer? Helped you rhrough a tor,rgh time? Spoken ro your
,--ii Given you a sense of His presence? Gifted you with unex-
-:.-d peace in the midst of crisis? Surprised you with joy? Spared

trom somerhing bad? Met you ar your greârest point of need?
icled for you unexpectedly? Shown you rhings in His crearion

. have delighted you?
-'li'hatever it is, thank God for His love whenever you see or
-.mber it. Têll Him how much His love means ro you. Ask Him

- :r able you to recognize and receive His love for yor_r in every way.
rr is the love of God you receive that will affect how you express

.: lor.e for Him-and how consistently you show loye to others.

I

I



Prayer of Love
Lono thank You that your §Zord prornises ro thosein need thar "in the days of famine" we will ,,be

sarisfied"

§7c

ShowYour marvelous

O You who s

from those.

lhere is no fear in lo
because 1

But he who fears ha

\ù7e know that a.ll t
to rho

to those who are the ,

Rr

The Lono will cor

in
and in the night I

a prayer ro

pr

Your lovingkinr

and I have ri

ps

(Psalm3
fearnothaving enough, and Ican trust that because you are my Lord, I will not want foranlthing (psalm 23:1). ThankYou thatyou have a place ofre$ for me where there is fruitfirl abundance (Psilm23:2)Thankyou that Youwillnotwi thholdany good thingfromthose who live Your way (Psa.lm 84:11)

Many ofthe promises in Your §7ord assure me thatYoiiwill provide for me_all because You love me IknowYourways are perfecr and you haveprovenyour §7ord time aftertime. I know you will always be a shield to me because Itrust in you (psalm 18 :30). Thankyou that "You /taue beena sheherfor me, a strong futaer-fr,* the enemy.I will abidein Your tab.rna.l. forever; Iwill trust in tÀe shelter of yourwings" (Psa-lm 61:3-4). 'Iwill botÀ lie down in peace, andsleep; for you alone, O Lono, make me dweli in r"f.ÿ,(Psalm 4:8)

7:19).Idonthave to

Thank you, Lord,rhat you are 
,â 

God near at hand,, and

;î;:;fffi:?i. ln'.r,À)i, 
îsi i,i., n*. r,o given

*ï.,pr 
yo,, g" n,r.nïiflrîîJ;:;ï-*: i#j î iiî"You, o God, have h.ïd ;;;;;'ij';,; given me rheheritage of those who fear ür;;r,".,,"d;* 61:5). .,you

havepurgladness in -yh.ï: farJ_ n,ii. Help me ro rec_

;ff:i.iï"ïJ,..:.,r_e in your sr.d;; in all the ways

InJesus'name I;;:' 
every daY'

n
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ar \bur Vord promises to those

' c.i famine" we will "be satisfied,,
. ro tèar not having enough, and I
r àie mv Lord, I will not want for
rank \bu that you have a place of
lrLiirlul abundance (psalm B:2).
or ri rrhhold anygood thingfrom
Psaim 84:11).

:i Your Word assure me that you
-..tltse You love me. I know your
à-'.- proven Your\X/ord time after

,. a-.', be a shield ro me because I
. TlrankYou that "you haue been
:.. :,;. .i ont the enemy.I will abide
I ',. ill rrust in the shelter of your
i r-1 borh iie down in peace, and
oao. make me dwell in safeÿ,

,,,u :re "a God near at hand.,,an«l
i- l.l :23). "You have also given
:ri: n: \bur right hand has held

:.r.t.i,-le me Elrear" (psalm 1g:35).
l-, i L)\\-si You have given me the
!,-,.yl 11rt r." (Psalm 6l:5). ,,you

iir Psalm 4:7).Helpme ro rec_
\r ur \Irord and in all the ways
.'.'.rr-d2y

\7ords of Love

ShowYour marvelous lovingkindness byYour right hand,

O You who save those who ffust in You

from those who rise up against them.

PsrrtlT:7

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear,

because fear involves torment.
But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.

lJonN 4:18

\7e know that all things work together for good
to those who love God,

to those who are the called according to His purpose.

RorvreNs 8:28

The Lono will command His lovingkindness

in the daytime,

and in the night His song shall bewith me-
aprayer to the God of mylife.

Psl.rrr42.8

Your lovingkindness is before my eyes,

and I havewalked inYour truth.

Psl;,y26:3

I
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Know\Mhat Godt Love
§fil I)o in Your Life

lod is love and God is everywhere, then that means we are sur_
,.rnded by His love at every moment. \Mhy, then, dont we always
.. it? It's because the degree to which we sense Godt love for us
::rends on our expect/ttion of Himand our response toiHrim.

,\ome people accept God's lovewholeheartedlythe moment they
,-,'e an understanding ofwho He is and what He has done. Orhers
-. slower ro open up to Him. They dont expectHim to love them
r \vay He does, so they doni respond to His hand on their life
:h complete trust.
For example, one woman I have been friends with for decades

.s ,i hundred percent sold our ro God as soon as she gave her life to
,,rs and never looked back. she received His love completely and
Jn't doubt it for a moment. I saw this with my own eyes and was
'\ i1vs amazed. And then I had another close friend who received
. Lord but could never fully accepr that He loved her.
] knew both of them for years, and they were not extreme cases
great or little faith, yet what was the difference berween them?

icr talking with countless women about this *ry subiect over the
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years, I believe these rwo friends actually represenr many more peo_
ple than we realize.

The first friend, who roved the Lord and received His rove imme-
diately, came from averylovingâmily. Th.i..r.. and affection for
one anotherwas clear and unmistakable. Unfortunarely, .h..*..i_
enced great tragedy in her life when both "fh..;;;;; *...îiiain a car accident. But even though she was just a young \Moman arthat time and had to take on the"role of 

" 
pr..r, for her young sis_ter and brother, I have never seen anyone so Ârry commiti.d ,.ï"Lord and who received His rove * Âo.orghry as she did. I believet)::,"?:::'e she had beentoved. 

^nd"frhiovrd, she k".til;;"
recetae love-

Knou \\

lhough it took aw.
' :re evenrually. It to
.. \nd ir rook a Ior c
:.rher with others.
, rng chapters.)

lhere is so much G
.lr u,ill be hindered as

:' .r view His love cot
.lerstand that God i:
. in His Word and i

I so rvc will nof resf .

Ir's important to kn<
,,11. There are wonc

rn all of us. Ifwe opt
lilr; communicare o
lr in His Vord, and

, .hoose to believe Hir
.l be able to receive al
..ll rransformation.
lle on the lookout fc
. ir-r you. His love is tl
\\'hat follows are just
,'ou thar need to be ke

God'§7ill Calm tl
lhe storms in mc u-
ihe Lord at what was.

... l.roint in my life. Vh
..h I was really receir

..nd it all.

\\4ren I went for Clrri
-_,rne, prayed for me, I u
-'.p sadness I had lived r

The second friend had been raised bya seriousryarcoholic mother
and a father in deniar' Her hurts wer. d..p and she never fert roved. Iled her to üe Lord a year after I received iJim _yr.lf and although
she loved God she had a hard time berieving He roved her.she readthe Bible' she prayed and went to church, yet she courd not receiveHis healing love completely. She married a man who was unlov_ing and unaffectionare because of his own lorr.l.r. .frrfafr*i'irr.
died not many years later, and I berieve her unmended broken hearr
weakened her so that she did not have the strength ro recover when
she became ill. she did not rove herselfand could never fuily berieve
God loved her either. she didnt find the healing and whor.n.r, è.a
had for her because she had no expec,rrio.r, ,bJut Hi, ,*,.r*g f.r.on her behalf Therefore, h.. r.rjo.r.. to Him rryas, ar best, weak. It
was very sad. Saddest of all to the Lord, I,m sure.

As for me, I was somewhere in berween those mo. I felt unloved
as a child. I felt unloved as an adult. But when I ;;r;il;;,I felt His love in the church, in the pastort office with _, **"awhere I received Him, and in the b.li.rr.r, around me. I believedGod was the God of love, but I didnt fully believe ff. ,.afy f.*ame.I sensedHis love from others, but I tt otrght of it as more of anoverflow from those who actually M/ere, in fact, loved.
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a.rually represent many more Peo_

I errd and received His love imme_
;.trihr Their care and affecdon for
,.i-a bl e. Unfortunately, she experi_
;r Sorh of her parents were killed
r .ni \\as just a young woman ar
:,--ic oia parenr for her young sis_
;: L'ùne so fully commimed to the
-. :r,rroughly as she did. I believe
a:.J tàlt loved, she knew how to

d b1, a seriously alcoholic morher
Pt deep and she never felt loved. I
ptu'ed Him myself and although

fttieving He loved her. She reid.
purch, yet she could nor receive

Farried a man who was unlov,
fis own loveless childhood. She

Jeve 
her unmended broken heart

ts *. strength ro recover when

ts*d could never fully believe
pe healing and wholeness God
pri"nr about His restoring love
p ro Him was, ar best, weak. It
lnd, I'm sure.

|o..n tl'rose rwo. I felt unloved
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p.stor's office with my friend
pie.'e.s around me. I believed

li fult, believe He rea.lly loved
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fre, in fact,loved.
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Know \X/hat Godi Loue'Will Do in Your L.ife 101

rtrugh it took awhile to truly believe God loved me,I did get
: :r.entually. It took üusring His Word to be a love letter to
',ld it took a lot of prayer-alone with God as well as praying
.rer with others. (More about this kind of healing in the fol-
.g chapters.)

-rere 
is so much God wants to do in each of our lives, but all of

' ill be hinderecl as long as we don'r trusr His love for us. \ü/e will
:-r-iew His love correcdy until we understand Him. Unless we
:r'stand that God zi love, and we look for manifestations of-His

, :"r His \ü/ord and in our life, we wont recognize them as such,
.J \ve will not rest in His love as we should.

. . important to knowwhat God's love can andwill accomplish
-r. There are wonderful things He does, and can do, and will

-. ,rll of us. If we open up to His love working in us and receive
. ,r', communicate often with Him in prayer, receive from Him

in His Vord, and ask Him to reveal His love to us and help
r()ose to believe Him, then we will grow in His love every day

. be able to receive all He has for us-which is nothing less than

.. rransformation.

3e on the lookout for the healing and resroring work of Godt
- in you. His love is there for you because É1r is there for you.
r hat fbllows are just a few examples ofhow God's love will work
ru that need to be kept in your mind.

God'§7ill Calm the Storms inYou and inYour Life
The storms in me were unending until I surrendered myself
the Lord at what ryx5-2nd I am sure always will be-the low-

t point in my life. \X/hen I received the Lord, I had no idea how
uch I was really receiving. It was a process to learn and under-
and it all.
-X/hen I went for Christian counseling and the counselor, Mary

rne, prayed for me, I was set free of the depression, anxiety, and
:ep sadness I had lived with for as long as I could remember. I felt
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the physicar manifestation of those things being rifted offof myshoulders, and I was.undeniably aif.r.* afterward.At that time I asked MaryÀ".,?irfrould change my namefrom Stormie to somethirrg rror*"1 1..",rr. I .r.rr.riik â ;;rrgteased about it growing 
"p-I_ 

rl*;; ï**a a simple name Iikeeveryone else that no one would _rL. fu, ofor question.I remember one time in .hurch ilJ'* *.r. asked by,h. prr_tor to form a circle o-fthree to firr. p.ople around us and introduceourselves and prav for one ,.roth.i. tü'h.n I introduced myserf tothe circle of foï. orh.rr, the only other wloudly*dir..r,ririr.ty,,,tVh*t;;;;J#_iJff f#t;i,*',',*:î',iil:ff 
;f:*il;:,:^. 

ld had n., ye,,i 

J

much emotional healing. e" 
"...,rtr, h., à_irrgty angryo,r,b,rlhurt and emba*assed ;., *J-I;J;i t"* how to respond.

:;:L"""t' 
hoping I would 

".,.Ç*à ,î", ro-.o,e erse wour,

Myname always brought unwanted artention ro me, and I didnirhink it *r, 
" 

pori,ir. Ài,,g. Br; ;; i asked Mary Anne if Ishould change ir, she immedîat.ly ,^id,':,No, your nttme wil/ be a tes_timony tu ltow God calms ilrr rroà, niw trfr..
And it has been.. Little did I ;; l;";_ how many storms Godwould calm. Actually, He."t_.a J.îrî.
The truth is that His iove."" d;;;Jr,hi.,g. in each of us. \7ehave no idea. It,s beyond wha, *. .r, !"Iîr_are. I never dreamedofall that God has àor. i,, me. I am still amazed every day. So manypeople end their rives because ,i.;;;0,.,r,." 

a future for them-

;'J:'üî ['ï: f, i3 I " "' """" *'1"o,, o r, h ei, pa in,;i ;;,
do*,, 

"., 
d,o ,';# #ï-:: jïï;s,ï 

: 

th,t Go j *" Jll",.r,
I know from experience ,t at p.oft.îoît ,."tty *rnt to die; theyr^rr::i": see any other way our of their _;"ï'l i::::::l:,".And r betieve ,rr1, ol* of ,É" .,r._r3 ,i;" ï"iî;jj::.ïiî ïJ::

Knou
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--. ) 50.
.." 
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.,\! 
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:Ljrnerhing bad thar
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, rr-1rs21r I have walke
:uation seems to me

::re , itt not impossibl
.r is happening.

-\ever forget that u.,it
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a bh differen r afrer-ward.
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rorher. \Wtren I introduced _yr.la;;
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:d a short time and had not yet had
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ru anred attendon to me, and i didni
Bur u,hen I asked Mary Anne if I
:elr- said, "No, 

J,our rrme will be a tes_
ntt: irt our life.,,
erer dream how many storms God
:d rhern all.
n do great things in each of us. We
3 can eyen imagine. I never dreamed
am srill amazedeveryday. So many
er- cannotpicture a future for them-

,sce 
a \lrayout oftheirpain and üou_

o.,-e so great thar God would reach
stormation.
,.:q,. dont reallywant to die; they
oi rheir misery. I know that pain.
mrjs plan for our destruction is to

I

Know \X/hat Gocli Loue \\r-ill Dtt iit )brrr Lifè 103

-Ls to the truth ofhow much God lor.es us and all that He has

.:r our future.

. Bible says of those who are in a srorm in their lives that
'oul melts because of trouble...they cry our ro rhe Lono in
.-rrr-rble, and He brings them out of their distresses. He calms

itt, so that its waues are still. Then they are glad because they
.rcr; so He guides them to their desired haven' (Psalm 107:26,

rd not only calms the storm but also gers us where we need

,us calmed the storm for His disciples when theywere our in a

n the middle of the raging sea. They feared capsizing, but He
..'l on water toward them, and when He saw they were afraid

-..imed the srorm. He didnt silence rhe storm because He, too,
.:iaid, but because He louedthem.

'oil loves you so much that He will not only save you from
,iction but also not leave you rhe way,you are. He begins the

, --\s of transformarion in you immediatelywhen you invite Him
. rsO.

"'hatever 
srorm is raging in your life, ask God to calm it for you.

-Je u.ill.

Je loves you that much.

God'§fil Bring Good Out of Bad Situations
-\ê 

can all find ourselves in troubled times because of a wrong
- rrion we have made, or a lack ofjudgment on the part of others,
.rmething bad that happens to us thror-rgh no fault of our own
-r vet we are left to pay the consequences. I have learned over the
.n\- years I have walked with God that no marrer how impossible
:iriation seems to me, even if I don't see hor,v it can ever be over-
:re, it's not impossible for Him. I knou, to trust Him no matter
rer is happening.

-\ever forget that tuith God, nothing is inrytt::lble. Thar's because

It
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Know What (,

:lt depression, anxiery a

,irch and sensing His pre
::pecially looked forward
n broke into those small ,

. ,ush it frightened me ro I
Jcsperately I was willing

::risht appear to look stul
-.i L'\rer prayed for me.

One Sundaymorningw
. .r11 turned and separated

- .1lone. I started crying be

.- I could nor even speak
- ..: God sent a man who re:

-r.rn't know who he was al

..,rv how he saw me becaus
: :l,em saw me. I felt invisil
.'.\ rrle and sent someone t(

Vhen you feel you will
rneone about your proble

,k God for help. I know H,
--r ilyou cry out to Him.

David said, "§(/here can
,: fom Your presence? If I t
rake my bed in hell, behol,
rc rnorning, and dwell in tl
:tr hand shall lead me, and'

19;7-10). God never leaves
',rlieve that every day.

Even when you are deser
, ru. David said, " When my Jà
,to ruill take care ofme" (psa

--r'serted byyour family, Goc
-'ave you. He is always there

II

He is the God of the impossibre to those who berieve in Him. JesusHimselfsaid, '\(/irh God a[ things are possibre" (Matthew 1926).
It cant get any clearer than that.
God can rurn the wirderness of our lives into a fruitfur existence

when we live His way. The Bible says of God , " He htrns A u.,irderness
into pools ofwater, and dry land inro watersprings,, (psalm 107:35).

one of the grearesr assurances of God's r"* ; that He wilr work
everything out for good when we love Him and live in the plans
and purposes He has for us (Romans g:2g). The earlier verr., b.for.
that are talking about p,:aying. It seems ro me that we .*t.rp..t ro
see everFrhing in our life work out for good if we do not toàCoa
enough to pray and seek His help and Ui, *itt.

God §7.illAlways Be with you
V{henyouArewith Him

. God knows you.better than you knowyourself He always knows
where you are and sees,what you are doing and all that i, h"pp.rrirrg
,: y.y, but He responds ro yo', prayers. Èe will sray our .fyà,r, iif.
if yoü dont invite Him into it. rit tt. old "free *iti' ,t i.rg 

'^gar. 
rc

it's yourwill to exclude Him &om yourrife, then you forfeË,f. ut.rr-
ings and benefits He has for you.

David said, "O Lono, you baue searcbed me and hnorun me.

":" 9"*^-y sitting downand.my rising up; you undrrstand my
thought afar ofryor comprehend ryt patblj -y ÿing down, and
are acquainted with all my ua)/s. ..you have heageameiehind and
before, and laidYour handujon md, (psalml39:I-5).

God watches over you.
Hishand is always on you, whether it feels like it at the momenr

or not. Ifyou will acknoytdge Him every day, He will lo.,,,irrgly l.;d
you in the way you should go. Even when it seems your prayers are
not ans\Mered, dont doubt that God hears yo, 

"nd..., yo,r..i...r-_
stances. He does. Keep praying and looking to Him.

In the beginning ofmywalk with God-ibefore I found freedom
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Know \Yhat God's Loue V"ill Do tit Yotrr Lifè r05

ssible to those who believe in Him. Jesus
:11 rhings are possible" (Matthew 19:26).
han that.

:rness of our lives into a fruitful existence
Bible says of God, " He turns d ruilderness
la,'rd into warersprings" (psalm 107:35).
rarces of Godt love is that He will work
hen u-e love Him and live in the plans
lRomans B:28). The earlierverses before
ng. lr seems to me that we canï expect to
ork out for good ifwe do not love God
is help and His will.

Alrvays Bewithyou
t-ou Are with Him
rar \ ou know yourself He always knows
\-olr are doing and all that is happening
our pra\/ers. He will sray our ofyour life
ir, Ir's the old "free will" thing again. If

hon-r r-our life, then you forfeit the bless_

]ou.
|bu haue searcbed me and knou.,n me.

.and. 
m1. rising up; You understand m7

l.,rird n4,path and my lying down, anâ
4/,,,r... You have hedged me behind and
Doit i71s" (Psalm 139:1-5).

.r. '',, herher it feels like it ar rhe moment
sc llinr er.eryday, Hewill lovinglylead
i. E.'en rvhen it seems your prayers are
ar (locl hears you and sees your circum_
ns ancl looking to Him.
:lk r irh God-before I found freedom

-:pression, anxiety, and emotionai pain-I valued being in

.rnd sensing His presence in the rvorship and Bible teaching'

-r.rlly looked forward to the prayer time when the congrega-

,rke into those small circles and prayed for one another. Even

- r it frightened me to pray out loud for others, I needed prayer

-.erately I was willing to do whatever it took-even if it meant

- rr appear to look stupid-because it was the only time any-

:r prayed for me.

re Sunday morning when I was in church, the people around

rr-rrned and separated into prayer groups, but I was left stand-

. .,ne. I started crying because I was in such emotional pain that

;ould not even speak to ask anyone to let me in their circle.

,od sent a man who reached in from the aisle to praywith me.

: r know who he was and I never saw him again. I dont even

' how he saw me because I was surrounded by people and none

: ;z sâw me. I felt invisible. I taas invisible. But not to God. He
'rc and sent someone to pray with me.

.i hen you feel you will break down if you even try to talk to

.;one about your problems, don't allow yourself to be isolated'

Gocl for help. I know He will do the same for you as He did for

: -t vou cry out to Him.
David said, "V/here can I go from Your Spirit? Or ruhere can I
iom Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if I

.re m/ bed ln hell, behold, You are there. lf I take the wings of
: ûrorning, and dwell in the uttermost Parts of the sea, euen there

,, hand shall lead. tme, and Your right hand shall hold me" (Psalm

''r:7-10). God never leaves us once we receive Him. \We have to

- iicve that every day.

l.ven when you are deserted by others, God ivill never forsake

Li. David said,"Wlten myfather and m7 rnotlter,fàrsttke tne, tlten the

,irp will take care ofme" (Psalm 27:10).lf vor-L h,rr-e be e n reiected or

..'serted bv your family, God is your famih- no*' :tnd He u-ill never

:.r\.e you. He is always there for you unless r-o,-t cr.llttl.- liill-L tiom

aL
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Know I

\\,'hen you make (
:.1r.ou will be hidde
,'iüue mefrom troubl
rr life like a flood, C

' ,.,ing you rhrough ir.
r corne near him" (]

:' làr the quiet voice
, -ing you what to do.

\\''hen you are oven,
. "Hear myprayer, C
-ir ear to me; in the

:-'s are like a shadow
,elm 102:1-2,11). Go<

: irr is humble, honesr
\bu will neyer regre

, Lord that "none of
,!n 34:22). putting

r rhar He do what yor_

.Jnaitingon Him for
"r spendwith God in
rLrick praver when sor

:re for any.thing more.

Cod§7ill I
God will neyer plrr v

':rlv rhe world does that
, :'r r e afier a certnin dge oi

.:!. never over the hill. \
ps having a prrrpose I

:rr fruit until He calis r
I hc psalnrisr prayed.

t forsake me ahen nty _,;

ro11,2ko when I am olc

your life' Even then it is not that He reaves you, but His power in
yourlife manifests onlywhen you rrusr Him.

The Spirit of God came upon Azariah the prophet, and he said to
King Asa, "The L,RD is ruith you wbile you oo *irh Him.lf you seek
Him, He will be found by you; but ifyou forsake Him, He will forsake
you' (2 Chronicles l5:2).Thatis a serious truth. God i, ,lways with
us, but He does nor intervene in our rives unless He is invited â do ,o.

The problem is, tue arenot always with Him.
§7e too often allow diversions, temprations, secrer idols, preoc_

cuparions, and interests inro our rife. some people who n.ql..t to
be utith Himare the first to fault Him fo, ,ro. doàg *hrt ,n.'y **r.
They blame Him for things that happen *h.., À.y rlro,rtâ nr*
brought it to Him in prayer. Theyshourd have trusted His rove for
them and His work in their life.

Dont let that happen ro you.
7ëll God you are with Him euery day, and thank Him that He is

alutays u.,ith you.

God§7ill Beyour Hiding place &om Tlouble
Jesus didnt say \Me would never have problems. He said He

would be with us in rhem. The Bible assures us that *manyare 
the

affictions ofthe righteous, bur the Lono deliuers him oorryià)U,,
(Psalm 34:19).

we do good and nor evil, God delivers us from trouble.\When our hearts are broken, God is especially near to us. \ü/hen we
are humble, God saves us. 

,,The 
righieous cry our, and the Lono

hears, and delivers them out of ar iheir troubres. Tbe Loao is near
to tltose oulto haue a broken heart, andsaves such as have a contrite
spirit" (Psalm 34:17 -LB).

Godt love foryou gives you security. David said, ,,[God] 
heard

r:y cry. He aln brougltt me up out of a honible pit,out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, anà establish.j -y rr.pr. . . Bl..s.d
is that man who makes the Lono his üusr,, (psalm 4O:i_2,4).
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thar He leaves you, but His power in
r l'ou trust Him.
on 

la1iah 
rhe propher, and he said totu rt /.,rk )tou are with Him. If yot seek

bur iii,ou forsake Him, He will forsake
is a serious truth. God i, ,t*"y, *l.h

r our lives unless He is invited to do so.
,a1ri'a1'5 tvith Him.
ln-§. temptations, secret idols, preoc_,il],; 

lome peopJe *ho n.gl.., ,o
r H,rrn lor nor doingwhat rhÇ*anr.
tar happen when rhev should have
rer 5[6fl6 hrr.. t.,rrr.d His love for

dq, md rhanh Him that He ts

ling Place from Trouble
,e\ -r ha\.e problems. He said He
Jr:,: assures us that ,.many 

are the'tc ,- _.11 deliuers him out ofthem all,,

p, God delivers us from rouble.
p especially near ro us. \(/hen we

J$-rteous cry our, and the Lono

[iî"î:i.i *:: : y,: 
":::;

Dar.id said, ,,[God] 
heard

t;;.i12/e pis, out of the miry
, :iished mysreps. . . Blessed
,. rP52fn1 40:1-2,4).

E

Knoru \Y/hdt Godi Loue Wi// Do itt lbur L(e I aZ

:n y:u make God your hiding place, He will surround you
.r rvill be hidden in Him. "you dïe ryt hic{ingplarr; yo, ihail
, ,tte/iom *ouble" (Psalm 32:Z). No -"rr..*h", comes upon

. r like a flood, God will proreo you by lifting you our of it o,
- -''ou rhrough it. "surely in a flood of grear warers thev shall
le near him' (Psalm 32:6).That,s why it is important to lis_
:.rhe quiet voice of Godt Spirit speaking ro your heart and

. r-ou what to do.

-re n you are overwhelmed by troubles, cry out to the Lord and
.Jear my prayet O Lono, and let my cry come to you. . . incline
:;1r ro me; in the day that I call, answer me speedity...My
..re like a shadow that lengthens, and I wither ,*ry lik" gr"rr,,
:r 102:1-2,11). God alwal,s hears the prayers of anyone *lror.
is humble, honesr, and right in His sight.
u rvill never regrer puming your rrusr in God. David said of

.-,rrd that "none of those u/to trust in Him sha/l be condemned,,
t 34:22). Putting your rrusr in God does not mean demancl-

' h rrt He do what you ask. Itt telling Him the desire ofyor-rr heart
'',-aiting on Him for the answer. I have found that the more tin-re
,pend with God in prayer, rhe more cerrain He will responcl ro

..ick prayer when something sudden happens and there is lirrl.
: fbr anything more.

GodWill Not Forsakeyou in OldAge

_ Cod will never pur you our ro pasrure. Isnt that good to knorv?
)nly the world does that. Only the world dares to say, you dnnt haue
.zlue afier a certain dge or a certain s*ength of body.In Godt er.es'ou
re never over the hill. You are always valuable to Him. H. o*=,
tops having a purpose for your life, and He will see to ir rhat r-ou
,ear fruit until He calls you home to be with Him.

The psalmist prayed, "Do not cust me offin the ürnc ofold age: do

ltforsyke 
me ulten my s*erugthfazls" (psalm 71:9). He also p;"-.d,

'low also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, do nor t.ol-
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me, until I declare Your strength to this generarion, Your power to
everyone who is to come" (Psalm 71:18).

If you are sdll breathing, God has a purpose for your life. And
there are people He will pur in your life who need to hear the truth
and good news He has for them. And you will be the one He has

chosen to deliver His message and His love.

God§7ill EmpowerYou to Live the Life He Has forYou
Another wonderfirl thing about God is that He doesnt just leave

us down here on earth to fend for ourselves. He doesnt say, "Dont
call Me, I'll call you." He doesnt tell us, "Good luck. Call Me ifyou
absolutely cant find any orher solurion."

Quite the opposite, actually. 3

A sign of God's greâr love for us is that He empowers us to do
what we cannot do on our own. Knowing that truth gives us confi-
dence to face seemingly impossible situations in our life.

Dont let the world, the governmenr, rhe press, or godless peo-
ple tell you what your future is or is not. Godhas given you a future
and a hope. God says He will bless those who look to Him. Despite
the troubles \rye see around us, this can be the best time of our lives
if we correcdy see what God is doing. He gave Joseph and Egypt
seven years of plenty before the seven years of famine. He provided
for His people in both seasons.

God will provide for you in every seâson of your life too. In the
rough times as well as the good times. You dont have to fear the
future because in the presence of God's love all fear is evaporated.
His perfect love for you will cast out all fear in your life (1 John 4:18).

God says, "I am the l,ono, I do not changd' (Malachi 3:6).'Ihat
means He doesnt change His mind about you. The apostle Paul said,

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever" (Hebrews
13:8). Nothingin Scripture says thatwhatJesus didwas onlyfor the
time He was here. Jesus said, "Most assuredly, I say to yo:u, he taho

I{now lY/hdt

.lieues in Me, the works fl
ran these he will do, becz

lhe same Holy Spirit.
,day worked in the mira<

:.lnle aS well.

Paul prayed for the Epl
'irh might through His S

l. rvanred rhem to receiv

' trLrld live in them, and t
,r-e" so that they could cc

:'id depth and heighl' of G
.lem to "know the love of
:l1ed with the fullness of (

Paul prayed that they
,\'e-not just the knou'le
. . ought to pray the sirrnr

Because God loves vo

:r-rsion. The peace of Goi
...1\.e with yo u. . . Let not ,1'o

Iohn14:27). He said, ''T1

.1c vou may have pcacc. 1

,e ofgood cheer, I haue ot'e i

Jesus overcame the \\'or

The lfe Gocl hasfor t,otr

Jesus described Hin-rsei

Him, we become brat-rcl'rc:

rhat we cannot bear lrtrit
as our lifèline. He said. "l

much fuit; for ruithout lle
nor bearing good fruir in
into the true vine.

Jesus also said, "My F-ar

I

&ütrilllir
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ro rhis generâtion, Your power ro
-1:18).

I has a purpose for your life. And
ur lile who need to hear the truth
-\nd you will be the one He has

I His love.

-ive the Life He Has forYou
ir God is that He doesnt jusr leave
'ourselves. He doesnt say, "Don'r

=11 
us. "Good luck. Call Me ifvou

urion."

us is that He empowers us to do
,nou.ing that truth gives us confi-
e siruations in our life.
nûlent, the press, or godless peo-
s not Godhas given you a future
ihose who look to Him. Despite
i can be the best time of our lives
rinq. He gave Joseph and Egypt
en \-ears of famine. He provided

:n' season ofyour life too. In the
mes. You dont have to fear the
God's love all fear is evaporated.
r ill fèar in your life (1John 4:18).
nor change" (Malachi 3:6). That
about you. The apostle Paul said.
. today, and forever" (Hebrews

r *'hatJesus didwas onlyfor the
;r assuredly, I say to you, lte ru/to

:-, in Me, the works that I do he ruill do a/so; andgrearer works
:hese he will do, because I go to My Father" (John 14:12).

-rc 
same Holy Spirit who works in our lives and in the world

rvorked in the miraculous life ofJesus. The Holy Spirit is the
: as well.

..1r1 prayed for the Ephesians that they would "be srrengrhened
might through His Spirit in the inner man" (Ephesians 3:16).

' anted them to receive Christ in their heart so His Holv Spirit
d iive in them, and they would be "roored and grounded in

: so that they could comprehend "tahrû is the ruidth and length
,lepth and heighf' of Godi loue (Ephesians 3:17-18). He wanted
:r ro "know the love of Christ which passes knowledge" and be

.-l rvith the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:19).

-']aul prayed that they would build on a foundation of God's

-not 
just the knowledge of God's love but the experience of it.

: rrught to pray the same for ourselves as well.
Because God loves you, you can have peace beyond compre-

- rsion. The peace of God can always be yours. Jesus said, "Peace I
i .i-e with yo t. . . Let notyour heart be troubled, neither let it be afiaid"

'hn14:27). He said, "These things I have spoken to you, that in
.: r.ou may have peace. In the world you will haue tribulation; btrr
o.f'good cheer I haue ou€rcome the world" (John 16:33).

Jesus overcame the world and now empowers you to do the same .

7he hfe God hasforyou is afuiful life.

Jesus described Himself as the true vine. He said u,hen ..'e rc-cr,, c

Jim, we become branches that are grafted into Him. Hc., ar:'ic.r ,.r,

hirt we cannot bear fruit unless we stay closely CorrcCrcrL :, H.::t
,s our lifeline. He said, "He who abides in Me, lutd [ :). ,) :,,. , , :

't 
uchfruit;for ruithout Me )/ou cltn do nothin!' (,John 1< :< -:, : ... :

rot bearing good fruit in our life, itt because \\-. àr. :- . - -.:::--
nto rhe true vine.

Jesus also said, "My Father is the vinedresser. E.,'.r- r . - -

I
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that does not bear fruit He takes away; and euery branch that bears

fiuit He prunes, that it may bear moref"uit" (Johnl5:l-2).In order
for a branch to bear fruit it must be pruned. That means it must be
cut back so the dead or unproductive areas are taken away and it
can become stronger. \7e cannot prune ourselves as well or as thor-
oughly as He can.\7e need Him to see all that is dead in us that has
to be cut off He will get rid of whatever keeps us from producing
more fruit.

Ifwe choose to notwalkwith God and continue on in rhatway,
we are then cut offfrom our life source. But if we stay connected
to Him, or come back to Him in repentance, then our prayers are

answered. Jesus said, " Iflou abide in Me, and My words abide in you,
you utill ask taltaiyou drsire, and it shall be d.oneforyou" (John 15:7).

Abiding in the Lord is the key to having your prayers answered.

Jesus saves youfrom mucb, and to muclt, for a purpose. He wants
you to bear good fruit. And because He loves you, He will enable
you to do that.

God loves you more than you know. You can choose (o open up
your heârt and receive it. \,Mhen you do that, your life will never be
*re same. And I assure you that you wont want it to be.

Pruyet

Lono, I am amazed at,
because You love me. Help

of Your reach into my life
u.hen I am in the middle o

;alm (Psalm 107:28-29).'
u'iiderness into a pool of r
Tl-rank You that You alwayr

I arn grateful that because

or.er my life, Your hand is a

i',ecause I am with You, Yor

I have made You my I
I know You will surround
, Psalm 32:7).ThankYou th

\bu and You will deliver mr

OnlyYou can bring good o

n'rit them to You. I pray Yo

rll that is difficult and troul
I am grateful that becau

I can be that Your Spirit is

ThankYou thatYou will ner

in old age I will always ha.

abide in You so that I will a

I knowthatwithoutYou I c
ThankYou that because You

thing I need to live the life'
In Jesus' name I pray.
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,-,.,. \-ou can choose to open up
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Prayer of Love

LORO, I am amazed at what You can and will do in me

because You love me. Help me to understand the expanse

of Your reach into my life. Enable me to remember this

when I am in the middle of a storm and needYou to bring
calm (Psalm 107:28-29). ThankYou thatYou can turn a
wilderness into a pool of refreshing water (Psalm 107:35).

Thank You that You always see me and knqv where I am.

I am grateftrl that because I have invited You to be Lord
over my life, Your hand is always upon me. ThankYou that
because I am withYou, You are always with me.

I have made You my hiding place from uouble, and

I know You will surround me "with songs of deliverance"
(Psalm 32:7). ThankYou thatwhen I am afraid I can run to
You and You will deliver me from all my fears (Psalm 34:4).
OnlyYou can bring good out of bad situations when I sub-

mit them to You. I prayYou will bring greât things out of
all that is difficult and troubling in mylife.

I am gratefi.rl that becauseYou love me, there is no place

I can be that Your Spirit is not with me (Psalm 139:8-10).

ThankYou that You will never leave or forsake me, and even

in old age I will always have a great purpose. Help me to
abide in You so that I will always bear good fruit in my life.

I know that without You I can do nothing good and lasting.

ThankYou that becauseYou love meYou will give me every-

tÀing I need to live the life You have for me .

InJesus' name I pray.

I
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\ü/ords of Love
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casrs out fear,

because fear involves tormenr.
But he who fears has not been made p..f.o in Iove.

lJonN 4:18

The wicked is ensnared 
!I ü. transgression ofhis lips,

but the righteous wiil come,hË,rgh ,rouble.
pnovrnss 12:13 

1

n 
Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weal<nesses.

ror M/e do not know what we should pray foras we ought,but the Spirit Himselfmakes i.rr.r.'.-r.ion for us with
groanings which cânnor be uttered.
Now He who searches the hearts

knows what the mind ofthe Spirit is,
because He makes intercession Ar rn. oirr*

according to the will ofGod.
RouaNs g:26_27

The blessing ofthe Lono makes one rich,
and He adds no sorrowwith it.

pnovrnns 10:22

§Teeping may endure for a night,
but joycomes in the morrririg.

psemr 30:5
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