
and ryill aln ays exist (psalm 90:1_2).Thar means everFhing aboutHim is forer.,er. It,s eternal. It m."r* His love for you is forever andwill always exist.

God is the a'-knowing creator ofa, things.That means He knowseverything about you. He k .* th. .r,oÀ.r* of your.o.r..p,iorr,
and He had a plan and purpose for your life from the beginning.God did nor necessarilyàetermi.r. rh. circumsrances of your con-ception' That was decided by the free wi, of at reast or. o?ro,r,birth parents' But if thos..i-u-.*.., *.r. r..lîrî'ii,*0r.,
that doesnt make you a mistake 

"r 
l.;; than desirabt.. vo,r^-"yhave been a surprise tc your parents, but you \^/ere neyer æsurpriseto God. you were born with bodt plan for your salvarion, ,.d._p_tion, resroration, and fuyre ,I*rdy in place. That doesnt mean itwas all predestined. k sti, requires 

".t oi.. from you. He has beendrawing you ro Himself sin.. you *.r. borr, but you still have toreceive Him. No mafter.what has happened in your p".r,-CJ t æbeen extendingHis hand to you, *ri,iigâryu ro open yourheartto Him. - a

,' God can tuucb and tranrform anlone ruith His loue.Noone is sofar gone that God cannor rede.* *d bring to triumph that personwhen his or her heart is open ro receive HiJtou.. *J. ;;;;t; *.can sink into that God does not reach in and pu, us out ofwhen
we look up to Him. And when we submit our o\Mn will to His andseek His presence and help, He opens o,rr rpirit,r, eyes ro see moreofwho He really is.

You muÿ arso know that God is one God.But there are three dis-tinct, eternal, coexistent persons in the Godhead.
There is God the Father, who was nor creared but has always been.There isJesus, who is God,s Son and also God. He, too, was norcrelted but was begotten by His Father God.
There is also the Holy Spirit, *ho prrordrtrom God, andrs God,sSpirit and also God.
In the beginning the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were together
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at creation. And when they created rnan, God said, "Let [/s make

man in Ourimage,according to Our likeness" (Genesis 1:26)'

W{ho is " [/s"?

"LIs" refers to these three-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-who

are separare and distinct but are also inseparable. And they are as

acriye in your life as you welcome them to be. In order to know God,

vou have to know each of these three persons of theTlinity. To leave

our one is to have an incomplete picture of God-God the Father,

God the son, and God the Holy spirit. Any lopsided viewwill limit

all God can do in your life.

Our image of who God is shapes the way we respond to Him'

For many people, their image of God comes from their experience.

It is fè,rmed by what they have seen in other believers, or what they

learned in church, or what the people who were most influential in

tfreir lives taught them. If they were disappointed in people who

were supposed to be God's people, then they Put that disappoint-

rnenr on God. They blame God for the abuse they received from

those who were supposed to love and protect them and did not'

People also tend to view God the way theyviewed their father, or

father figure, in their life. If that was not a positive image for them,

then they may also Put that human failure on God' For example, if
your father abandoned you in any way, you may feel that your heav-

enly Father has or will also abandon you roo, and therefore you can-

not trust Him. If your eârthly father was never there for you, yotl

may feel that your heavenly Father wont be rhere for you either. If
your human father was distant, you may feel vour heaYenh'Father

is distant as well.

If you have rejected God for whatever reason, or har-e hesitated

to open up to Him and receive His healine and restorir-rg loYe . please

know thar He is not angry with you. He kno.i's rl-rat ir r.rke s knorv-

ing Him and His unconditional love for r"ou beforc \-(rll ..1r1 gir.in

total ffust in Him. But He wants you to do tl"r.ir .ls :(r,,rn .t: Possible.

That's because the sooneryou open up to tullr rc;'i"r:-'i H:' lt'r.e'
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26 TRANSFORÀ4]NG LOVE

rhe sooner you can receive all He has for you_which is far more
1T r." can imagine. Even ifyou hav. known God foryears, thereis always more ro l."rn 

"bo.rt 
Him.

some people think it takes mindress faith to believe in God, butit a*ually takes blind and reckress f"irh ,. look at this beautiful*:l_l and amazing universe and believe there is no God.King David, a man a-fter God,s o*r, h.rrr, said that only a foolsays "*rere is no God.,, He said ,t... t irrà, of people become cor_rupt and "there is none who does good,, (psalm l4:l). That,s becauseif there is no God, then there rr."rro ,bJ.rr.r, no moÊl law, andno final resrriction on behavior. fh.y 
"r., -ake up their own lawand change it whenever they want. ** *. definitely not moti_vated by love.

David said that truly ,,the 
heavens declare the glory of God; andthe firmament shows His hancliwork,, lfrrl_ 19:1). That means .odis revealed and can be seen in His crearion. "The heavens decrare Hisrighteousness, and all t!1peoples r." U,, glory, (psalm 97:6). Aperson has ro be spirituaily bti;d b, cboice inorder to not see Godtgoodness and greatness.

The evidence for God is everl.rnzhere.
One of the ways God ,ho*, Hi, love to us is in all that He hasmade-in His creation. It is here for our

tion as we, as His own preasure. "come j?:J.ï:#iJii".;
He is awesome in His dol.rg toward rfr. r"r* ofmen,, (psalm 66:5).His works are evidence àf ffi,love for us.

some people (theists) believe God is ,h. cr."ror rnd the giver oflife' others (naturalists) berieve rhere is no coa and nothing existsoutside ofwhat is in the physical world. flr.y rry rt .re is no spiritualworld because th.y.rrri r"l ir. Bu. ,t .i, ,flri*al eyes are nor open;
l..:fu,.", they cannot see spiritual things. They influence orhersinto believing God does not exisr even thàugh rhey cannot prove it.They say that God is a myth, a fisment oii_"gir",lon. They say Heis dead, nor even pausing ro ,.À,_,,r, iàr the fàct that if He is clead,He must have been arir-e' the rerir,- H. n, u., ha'e existed. And if He

is dead, where is I
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is dead, where is He buried and rvhat happened at the funeral? They

have no answers.

Some peopl e choose to believe God never existed. They point to

everything bad and say, "lf there is a God, how could He allow all

the evil in the world?" But the truth is, all the evil in the world exists

because of those who cltose to seParate themselves from God and His

rvays. They now choose to serve evil over serving God.

God is real. Evil is also real. §7e have a choice between two real-

ities. And we must make that choice as to which one we will serve.

God, the Creator of Everythin$, Did Not Create Evil

God is the Creator of all things, but He did not create evil. He

did create beautifi.rl angelic beings to dwell in heaven with Him.

However, the most beautiful angelic being of all created by God was

an archangel called "Lucifer," among other names. His name means

"day star," 'thining one," "light-bringer," "sun of the morning," and

"light-bearer." He was the luciferous one-so beaudful that he

became enthralled with his own beauty. In his selÊfocused, self-

centered, and prideful manner, he chose his own will over God's will.

He wanted to be God instead of serue God..So he rebelled against

God, influencing a third of the angels to go along with him. As a

result, he and they fell to earth and became Satan and his demons.

Isaiah said of Lucifer, "How you are fallen from heaven" (Isa-

iah14:12).

Jesus said of Lucifer, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven"

(Luke 10:18). Jesus wanted to assure His disciples that He had wit-

nessed Satans fall and had now given them "authority. . . over all the

power ofthe enemy'' (Luke 10:19).

Before Lucifer/Satan fell, he made his pride and selÊwill known

in five proclamations against God in Isaiah 1 4:13'14, all starting with
"I will." He said:

"I will ascend into heaven."

"I will exalt my throne above the stars of God."
"I will also sit on the mount of the congregation."

,ff
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2B TRANSFOR]t{ING LOVE

"I will ascend above the heights of the clouds.,,
"l willbe like the Most High."
He was so full ofhimserf that his pride motivated him to make a

terrible choice. As a result, he lost his position as the leader of wor-

*'p.'l Godt kingdom because he wàrshipped himself instead of
God. But God, as always, had the final word. He counrered every
threat Lucifer made, saylng he could no longer claim any of the
beautiful names describing him and he woddlnd up in ,h. ro*.rt
pit of hell. once a beautiful creared being, by his own serÊwiil he
became independent from God and fell Àom everything Go<l had
for him. (In Isaiah 14, Isaiah is also referring to the evil kîng of Bab-
vlon, who acted like the devir and is foreseeing thrt b..",rJ" of the
kingt pride he will be brought down in the same way Satan was.) By
choice, Satan became God,s enemy_the opposite of God_and is
the source of evil in the world.

Cod is not the source of evil in your world or in your life. yet
when evil manifesrs, manypeople brame God for it. B.ri it i, actualry
Godt enemy-and yours-trying to destroy you and others. Evil
does not exisr because of a rack of God's rove. Evir exists becau.se of
a choice to rebel against God and reject His love.

The power ofevil is real, but Godt power is far greater. Evir gains
power through deception-that is, getting people to believJ lies
about God and reject God's truth. Th"e po\^/er ofevir is sustained by
those who choose it and supporr lt. \Iden you are on God,s side_
when you choose ro open your hearr ro cod and receive His love_
the enemy will try to influence you ro believe lies about God.

. Euerything ltou don't knou nbout Gocl will be used against you b7
the enemy ofTour soul.

Read the senrence above 20 more times or untir it is etched in
your mind.

One of rhe reasons you need to knorv God well_ ulto He is,
whatHe does, and allHecan and *'ilr <lo in vour rife-is that the
enemywill try to deceive you about each of rhese things and tempt

Ut
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r ou into losing hope and faith in God. \\'hat follows are some of
rhe things you need to know about God that the enemy, and the

people who do his bidding, do not want )'ou to know and will lie
ro you about them.

You Must KnowGod CreatedYou

It's important to understand you rvere not randomly spawned.

God made you with a spirit and soul. You were not an accident.

David sud,"Youformed my inwardparts; You couered me in rny

motber's womb.I will praise You, for t aràfearfutty and wonderfutty

madr; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very
well. .. Your eyes saw rny substance, being yet unformed. And in Your

booh thqt all were utritten, the daysfashionedfor me, tuhen as yet there

tilere none oftltem" (Psalm 139:13-16).

The same is true of you. God saw you as you were growing in
your mothertwomb. Allyour days are recorded in His bookofyour
life. One or both ofyour parents may have failed you, but God has

not and will not. He has loved you from the beginning, and He
waits for you to open up to receive His love. i

The enemy may come to tell you that you are all 26sid6n6-
unplanned, unwanted, and without purpose-and nothing good
will happen to you tnless you make it happe n, or yousell out to him
to make it happen. But quite the opposite is true. Never allow the
enemy ofyour soul to tell you any differently.

You Must Know God's Love Is ReaI

God's love is real because 11r is real. And He is love.

Remember, God doesnt just haue love; He zj love. That is who
He is. And His love is there for anyone who opens up their heart to it.

Human love is like a vapor you can't see unless someone chooses

to demonstrate it in what they say or do, but God's \oye catt be seen.

\,)7hen your spiritual eyes are opened, ,yoll can see nr;rnifèstations of-

His love all over your life. Those who don't sense Go.l. 1or-e don't
really know Him. Jesus said to some of those u'h.r di.l nor leccive

q
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30 TRANSFORIIING I-OVE L

Him, "I knowyou, thatyou do not /taue the loue ofGoc/ inyou,, (John
5:42). He recognized that they did nor have God's love in them and
therefore did not really know God. Many peopre dont reaily believe
God loves them because they doni know Him.

Do you really know that God loves you? Do you truly believe
it? Do you actually feel it or sense it? Because ifyou dont, É" h", ,o
much more wairing for you ro receive from Him.

rf you do believe God loves you, is it personal? Do you ever doubt
it? Do you see the manifestations of His love for you every dav?

Irt easy to understand why people ,ont r.cognize Goit to* ro.
them when they have b.een rhrough many diffiJult or tragic things
and are bruised, wounded, damaged, ,rrà h.rr,. They thirik, l4here
is God in all this? He tnust not be there for rne.

,he *uth is, God is a/wa,s wrtere He is asketr to be. yes, God is euery-
*!ul. But t/te great manifestations of His loue ant/ poruer are only
clearly seen whereuer He is inuhetl m be.

. Too manypeople doniinvite Him into theirlives in anywayand
then wonder why He doesnt do their bidding. H"r. you ir,ult"d
God to manifest Himself in your rife? If not, itt never too late.

ifyou have already invited God into your rife, ask Him to reveaj
Himself to you in a new and deeper way. No marrer how long we
ha'e walked with the Lord, we ail continu. to need greârer..'*tr-
tion of Him and His love for us.

Dont let the enemy-or anyone who serves God,s enemv_tell
you that God and His unending love for you âre nor real.

You Must Know God Is Good
God is good all the time, and yo, cltn îrust tltat_euen when bad

things happen.We allknow bad things happen to good people, but
all of us are really only goocr to rhe dep;ree iÂ", *. Jto* àoit good-
ness ro flow into us. §7e keep that fron-r happening when *. i.rirt
the flow of His goodness and love to us in ,.,-. *ry.

That's why it is imporrarr ro qro\\' ciair'in our knorvledge of ciod.
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UnderstandWho God Really Is 3t

'r e not only need to learn new things ;1§ep1 f{ip-because there is

.lu'ays more ro learn-but we must also ur-rderstand new depths of
irc things we already know. For exarnple, we lrray know that God
, gocrd, but it will be a never-ending journey of discove ry as to hou
.,.,od God is. \Me may already know that God loves us, bur we will
.. ever-learning that no matter how much we tbink He loves us, it
.: trrr more than we can erren àthom.

I have heard roo many commenrs from people saying something
rkc, "I don't know if I can believe in a god who allowed this bad

:hing to happen," as if God exists according to the way we believe.
-,t 

e dont have a designer god whom we design according to what we
.,,'ant. Thar would, by mere definition, nor be God. The truth is, God
.., u-ho He is. And we cannor alter that fà.ct no matter what we believe.

It is the height of arrogance to think ae candecide who God is.

lle already zi. \X4rat we do decide is whether to believe in who He is.
"God said to Moses, 'I AÀ4 \X/HO I AÀ4'" (Exodus 3:14).
God is who He is, and it is up ro us ro decide whether to learn

nore abour Him. \üZe do that by spending time with Him in His
\\brd and in prayer. The more we know aboutHim, rhe befter we
'n-ill know Him and the deeper our love for Him will grow. Just rec-
ognizing that He exists and is the God who can be known is the first
step. It is not up ro us ro make God in our image. §7e are madein His.

God is who He is, and we do not affect or cltange that in dny w(ry.
\ù7e must hold steadâstly to this truth that the psalmist said

,rbout God: "I ruould haue lost heart, unless I had belieued that I would
,ee the goodness of the Lono in the land of the living" (Psalm 27:13).
\Tre dont have to die to see God's goodness. We can see it today, righr
rvhere we are. Ask him to show you His goodness in your life.

Too often we lose heart when things don't go our way because
rve dont firmlytrust God and His loving-kindness toward us. Godt
Word invites us ro " trlste dnd see that the Loru is good; blessed is the
rnan who üusts in Him!" (Psalm 34:8).

David often instructed his own soul to do the right thing. He

I i.1



32 TRANSFOfu\IING LOVE

said, "O my soul, you have said to the Lono, ,you 
Are rny Lorl my

goo(ess is notlting apartfiom you,,, (psalm16:2). Apart"fiom Godi
goodn€ss ?oured into our liues, our goodness is llmlted.

. It's not enough to only remember *rat God is good. §(/e must
also praise Him for His goodness. The Bible says, 

,,Th.."rth 
i, frrll

of the goodness of the L.RD,, (psalm 33:5)..,,Oh,that men would
give thanks to the Lono for His goodness, and for His wonderfirr
works to the children ofmen!,, (psalm 107:g).

rïltateuer 
ute praise Godfor tbe enemy cannot use dgainst ui!

God is good. Dont let anyone tell you any diflleràdy. §Thoever
tries to convince you that God is not good doesnt ha* you, b.st
interests at heart.

You Must Know God Is Holy

_ _ 
Holiness is one of Goclî main attributes. Infact, euerything about

Him can be seen in the tight of His loue and holiness.
We are made in Godt image, bur we do not have any of His attri_

butes without His enablement. \7e can only live ir-, holirr"r, ,, _.
arewilling ro separare ourselves from all that is unholy or ungodly
and look to Him to fill us with Himself,

Moses said, "\flho is like you, O Lono, among the gods? Wbo is
likeYou, ghrious in holiness,fearful in praises, doi.r!*oiders?,, (Exo_
dus 15:11).

Hannah, a devoted servanr of the Lord said, 
,, 
No one is hoty tike

the Lono, for there is none besides you, nor is there 
"rry 

ro.k liÉ or,,
God" (1 Samuel2:2).

David said, "Give unto the Lono the glory due to His name;
uorship the Lr:no in the beawty of holiness,,(psalm 29:2).

Holiness brings wholeness. Godt holiness in you rransforms you
and makes you whole. \W4len you open up to His love, you b..o*.
a vessel into which He pours Himself so doni far fo; the lie that
you can never aftain the holiness described in Godtword. you ca,t
attain it by yourself bur ri.irh God vou mosr cerrainly can.

(Jn,

You Must
"Changeable" is our

irr ing us an anchor in o
,h;rr-rging by the minute
ine moment and raging

:r'rhaps not generally ro
.,r)Llear at the moment. ]
:rr l-ord change into son
t,ocl at all. And it happer
r-..1nre influenced by p<

li.i not stay strong in the
God never changes.l

:,, God, "You are the sam,
'.t t):27).

God has always been at
Ir's hard for us to grasl

inrirqine anyone who was

We have not alruays bet

q uestion is, w here will we a

Cod is eternal. And .
L-rerniry with lH.im or dp/
sion to walk taith Him, o
change because É1e does nr
are ah^/ays walking into r1

becoming more like Him.

You Must Fi
and Nothin

The power of God is err
cane, flood, tornado, earrh
utightier than the noise ofnt
sea" (Psalm 93:4). " 7he rno
LIRD, at the presence of th.
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{ING LOVE

) rhe LoRD, 'You Are my Lord, my
Psalm 16:2). Apartfio* Coi,,

',o1;tess is limited.
br-r that God is good. \7e must
Th.- Bible says, "The earth is full
-n 33:5). "Oh, that men would
r,,.)(lness, and for His wonderful
lm 107:8).
7): iti.'; ctl7t77ot use llgdinst us.

=li 
,. or-r any differently. \W4roever

rr: lood doesnt have your best

Cod Is Holy
t r, :, :r,:. In fact, euetything dbout
e .;i:d /1e/irrtt.
*',.r do not have any of His attri_
,-ar onlv live in holiness as we
n a-l rhat is unholy or ungodly
5aii.

Lom. amongthegods? Iyho is
p :iises, doing wonders?,, (Exo_

L,, rd said, "No one is botl like
i. :r, )r is rhere any rock like our

r rhe glory due to His name;
rr,-; iPsalm 29:2).
r,,r.rness in you transforms you
:x up ro His love, you become
t. So doni fall for the lie that
ib.d in God's \X/ord. you cant
u nosr certainly can.

Understand'Who God Really Is 33

YouMust KnowGod Is Unchanging
"Changeable" is our middle name without God's Spirit in us

.rving us an anchor in our heart, soul, and spirit. \7e are capable of
,l"Langing by the minute. You know how some people can be nice
,ne nlornent and raging lunatics the next? §7e are all changeable-

:erhaps not generally to that exrent-no matter how solid we may
.rppear at the moment. Iie seen rhe most stable person I know in
:ire Lord change into someone who acrs as though he doesnt know
(locl at all. And it happened because he thought he couldnt fail. He
irccame influenced bv people who did not know God because he

licl not stay strong in the things he once l«rew about God.
Clod never changes. You can depend on rhar. The psalmist said

:o God, "You are the same, and Your years will have no end" (Psalm
'()).)7)

God has always been and ruill always be.

Itt hard for us to grasp the concept of always being. \(/e cannot
inragine anyone who was not created and didni have a beginning.

Wehave not always been.B ;;'we will always be.lhe important
question is,where wilhve always be? And who ruillwealways l:e with?

God is eternal. And we are given the choice to either spend
eternity with IHim or d?art from Him. V4ren we make the deci-
sion to walkruitb Him, our eternal future is secure. That does not
change because 11r does not char-rge. V4ren you walk with God, you
,rre always walking into the future He has for you. You are always

Lrecoming more like Him.

You Must Know God Is All-Powerful
and Nothing Is Impossible for Him

The power of God is greater than the po\\'er oirl-re Srtare sr hulri-
cane, flood, tornado, earthquake, or tsun:ur-ri. " 77;t f : r,ii ,rt,iotlt t!

mightier than tlte ruoise oJ-ruany tadters, thar-r rhe nrighr, \, .r-, ..-i -rirhe
sed'(Psalm 93:4)."7bemourutains melt likc ti L/)i,it ,,., .1 

,,,,; -'. ,',i'lil:g

L)RD, at the presence of the Lord of the s-ho1e e .rrrr l''...-.:r .,-:i

'-/
-J/
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34 TRANSFORMING LOVE

one ofthe greatest things dbout God is that He shares Himselfwith
you.Andthatmeans He sltares Hispower. Butyou are empowered only
as you giue place to Godi bue ruorkirug in yoar W.

Dont let your mind be swayed into questioning that.
God is all-powerflrl. That means nothing is impossible for Him

where you are concerned. You may be facing impossible circum_
stances and cannot see a rvr/ay out,but God can. He can also see a
way through. Dont doubt that. Dont thinkyou have to turn to the
dark side in difficult times. That is one of the biggest lies the enemy
will use against you. Know where your power source is found and
do not seek another. In God you have access to all the power yôu
will ever need to live the life He has for you.

You Must Know God Owns Everything
and KnowsVfhatyouNeed

Because God created everything, that means He owns every_
thing, which is more than enough for what you and I need. God
said, "svery beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattb on'a iltousand
hilk...the world is Mine, and all irs fullness,, (psalm 50:10,12).

David said, "The earth is the Lon»t, and all its frrllness, the
world and those who dwell thereiri' (psalm 24:1). Everything in our
world, including us, belongs to God.

God shows His love by giving the earh ro us. 
,,The 

heaven, even
the heavens, are rhe Lono's; but the earth He has giuen to the chil-
dren ofmen" (Psalm 115:16). Still, He wanrs us ro look to Him to be
our Provider.

Jesus said, "Your Fat/.ter kruows the tbings you haue need of before
you ask Him" (Matthew 6:8). God knows what you need, and Ée is
more than able to supply everything you need, but He \Manrs you ro
come to Him in pruyü and ask. God is always all about a relation-
ship with you. He is nor inreresred in being Santa Claus or your per-
sonal sugar daddy. God hears your prayers and answers th.- *À.r,
you pray from a pure heart that loves Him.

Undersr,

tWhen we dont know H
srand His answers.'ü7e thinl
:.rayed, then He didn't hear. l

Ilirn rvhat to do. It is parrner
fJnderstantl that no mrttt,

;.c'it(tl)s and replenishes tlte etr

this may be a shock for tl
[,od's way instead of thinkir
not run out ofwhatever we
l.rce from us (Psalm lO4:2c))

:shes the earth (Psalm 104:3t

Don't let fear of not havir
u rl1 provide. Continue to se

is vour Provider, and He has

You Must IG
God sees everything at ,

hidden from Him. He sees'

He also sees where you are jl,

rhere. "There is nothing cor'

den that will not be knou,r-r"

rrrr loolishnessr and mi sirr..
God doesni keep a record

at some later date, or to hold
a case against you so you ciir

loves you. He even sees the r

ber my wanderings; pur m\
Your book?" (Psalm 56:B).

God knows you better rh
my's plans for your destrucr
He sees His answers to then:

God does nor see your p.rin.

eye is on yor-r and He rvatch,

vou arewith Him.
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RA*\SFORMING LOVE

:,,!: tboti God is that He shares Himselfuith
;i,,;,'.; fil5 pewer. Butlou are empowered only
:":,: ; ti,oi.Llng in Tour hfe.

b. sr,,;rr-ed inro questioning that.
Trar meirns norhing is impossible for Him
:ci" \iru n-ray be facing impossible circum_
à',.. à\, ltt, but God can. He can also see a

rr rnar. Don't think you have to turn to the
es. That is one of the biggest lies rhe enemy
o*.r,,'here \-our power source is found anà
G:.i r or-r have access to all the power you
,ir. lle h,rs for you.

nou' Cod Owns Everything
no\\-s \\4ratYou Need
i r-' en-rhino, that means He owns every_
in -nrugh fbr u.hat you and I need. God
for:si is -\line, and the cattle on a thousancl
a:.1 Jl irs fullness" (Psalm 50:lO,l2).
ü rs rhe Lonot, and all its fullness, the
,11 rrrr:in^' (Psalm 24:l).Everything in our
nss :r God.
. sl'. i:rg rhe earth to us. "The heaven, even
Ds: itittr ilte earth He has giuen to the chil-
,i . Srill. He r,vanrs us to look to Him to be

t ,|;;;t1i',; ûe things you haue need of before
:S . God knows whatyou need, and He is

',' 
e n-rhing you need, but He wants you to

rd .lsk. God is always all about 
" 

àrtiorr-
rr;re sred in being Santa Claus or your per-
:ari i'ollr prayers and answers them when
: .har lor.es Him.

UnderstandVho God Really Is 35

\,Vhen we dont know Him rvell, or ar all, u.e ofier-r dont under-

.rand His answers. \üi'e think that if He doesn't answer in the way we

.rlaved, then He didrit hear. Prayer is not dictating to God and telling
llinr what to do. It is partnering ruith Godin every aspect ofyour life.

LJnderstand that no mdtter ruhat anyone s/lys to the contrary, God
;t'n€tus and replenishes the earth.

This may be a shock for the predictors of doom. Ifwe were to live

i,od's way instead of thinking we know better than God, we would
not rlln out ofwhatever we need. \Wtren we do evil, God hides His
trce from us (Psalm 104:29). But when we live His way, He replen-
is['res the earth (Psalm 104:30).

Dont let fear of not having enough cause you to doubt that God
u'ill provide. Continue to seek Him for provision for your life. He
is l'our Provider, and He has all you need.

You Must Know God Is All-Seeing

God sees everything at all times. Nothing you think or do is

hidden from Him. He sees where you are and where you're going.
He also sees where you are supposedto be going and how to get you
there. "There is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hid-
den that will not be knowri' (Matthew 10:26). "O God, You know
n-ry foolishness; and my sins are not hidden from You' (Psalm 69:5).

God doesn't keep a record of all you do in order to embarrass you
.1t some later date, or to hold it over your head as a threat, or to have

a case against yor.r so you can be punished. He does it because He
loves you. He even sees the tears you shed. David said, "You num-
ber my wanderings; put my tears into Your bottle; are they not in
Your book?" (Psalm 56:B).

God knows you better than you knorv vourself. He sees the ene-

myt plans for your destruction, and u.hen He hears your prayers

He sees His answers to them long before lou do. Don't think that
God does not see your pain, struggle , fèar. and circumstances. His
eye is on you and He watches over voLr. Hc i,s ri'irh \-(llr. as long as

you are with Him.

I r3
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Prayer of Love

!O*?, I long to knowyou better. Gach me all aboutyou.
, h:y I cannot begin to comprehend your greatness with_
out Your opening my eyes, enlarging my hàt and mind,
and giving me revelation._,.O LoL lry êoa, yo, *. r.ry'
great: You are clothed with honor andmajesty, who cover
Yourself with light as with a garmenr, who str.t h ouç the
heavens like a curtain, (psalÀ fi4:I_2).Help me to under-
stand all that you are so that I can grow.,r.i d..p., in my
walkwithYou.

Enable me ro comprehend all that you do. Help me.ro
remember at all times that you never change. you are who
You are, and no lies_of the enemy.* ,lt.rL"t in anyway.
"Your throne is established from of old; you are from ever_

.v, lasdng" (Psalm 93:2).,,yott, L.RD, are mosr high above all
the earth; you are exalted far above all gods,, (ÀA- 97:9)i.I pray that the essence and character #*ho you are will
transform me and guide who I become.

I cannot fathom your buefor me without understand_
ing all You have done for me. Enable me ro firlly open my
heartand mind to receive thatwonderful knowledge ofyou.
Thank You that your love is unconditional, unJh*girrg,
unfailing, and transforming. Tèach me ro understand and
acknowledge all the ways you demonstrate your love toward
me. Fortiÿ my spirit so I never doubt it. Help me trust at all
times thatYour love is real and true and always there for me
in unlimited supply. Thankyou thatyour loving_kindness
and goodness toward me never fail.

In Jesus' name I pray.
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l.rrer. Tèach me all aboutYou.
rprehe nd Your greatness with-
-rlarqing my heart and mind,
) Lono my God, You are very
:,rnrlr and majesry who cover

i:rrrent, who stretch out the
: -t,t+:l-2). Help me to under-
i -rn grow ever deeper in my

d a1l rhat You do. Help me to
lu never change. You are who
e mt can alter that in any way.

om oiold; You are fiom ever-

Lop.o. are most high above all
abor-e ali gods" (Psalm 97:g).

.ha:acter of who You are will
,l 'become.

c i,--rr n1s without understand-
Enable me to fully open my
',,.'trnderful loowledge of You.

unconditional, unchanging,
T.ach me to understand and
de nonstrateYour love toward
r i,,,r-Lbt it. Help me trust at all
I rrue and always there for me
-ou 

,har Your loving-kindness
er lail.

of Love tü/ords of Love

l.ord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth,

or ever You had formed the earth

and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting,

You are God.

Pseru 90:l-2

A thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday

when it is past,

and like awatch in the night.

Psarn g0:4

He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters,

who makes the clouds His chariot,

who walks on the wings of the wind,
who makes His angels spirits, His ministers.a flame of Êre.

Pseru LO4.3-4

Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes,

who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness

and reveal the counsels of the hearts.

Then each onet praise will come from God.

l Connrrrrrar.rs 4:5
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Receive All
God Has for You

1

,'lodt love for us existed long before zzr existed. That means He
'===Ë."rt"inly loved us way b.àr. we erren thought about loving

Him. "I have loved you with an euerlasting loue," He said. "Therefore

with lovingkindness I have drarun you" (Jeremiah 31:3).

That's the way He zs.

This means on all those days when we werent thinking about

[{im-andwe were living our own wây and not living for Him-
He was still extending His hand of unfailing love to us, reaching to

.lraw us close to Him.
'That'.s whatHe does.

Every day of our lives He extends His love to us. §7e are the ones

rvho dont recognize it. Dont respond. Dont believe. It is we who-
knowingly or not-tlrrn away and dont receive the love He has

rvith our name on it. Yet our recognitiortof God's unending love for

rr5-2nd orr receiuingit into our heart-is what radically changes

our lives. Itt what makes us whole ar-rd frees us to be all rve were cre-

ared to be.

It's what causes our life to finally make sense.

39
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4a TRANSFORÀ1I\C] LOVE

For without Godt love we are lost. §[e are hopeless. §7e areruined. But the day it cleaÿdawns on us how mr.h.H. ;;;;;".,us, we never see life the same again. Nowwe see it from ,t. p.rrp.._tive ofHis love and not His juàgment.
That is a great day!
But how do we actually receiue God,slove, beyond simply recog_nizingthat He loves us?
God has made a specific way.
God did not make .r. ,oÉorr. He made thinking decision_-*:g people capable of choosing gooJor.., evil, truth ovêr lies,and His ways over our o\^/n. Uo*.rrliHe knows wharwe are madeof He knows that because we have freedom of choice, we can beenticed to cboose a path separate from Him,. That,, *hy fL hrÇf*to bridge that gap ofseparation.

He gave us a \vay back. A \ryay ro srafi over. A chance to beginagain.

Rec

\\'hen He was born, L
:.n anticipating His bir

_Tesus came to save us

: i rrsr bad choices, sins,
: ,.. - us from our enem\i
- ,:rù ro save us from hop

.', irhout Him. He cam,

.l-sus came to sacrifice .

- -:l.l be with Him foreve

,!::tt-ç cdy?'t€ so that we co,

Receiving the

CI
1,\ ]len I received the Lc

- : 
-,i irh God. It was a life-t

.::.rzing aspects about th:

' .1 in rhe people who ler
'. - ictr me.

I \\.as rwenrv-eight year
r-rt raised by a very abus

- ,scr rnuch of my early cl
r.rrien, depression, and h,
,:.,p rhe pain and find a re

,t.r-.rern religions, alcohol, <

rntporarÿ relief after whic
,,t n rhar path. Norlring r

My hopelessness grew r
-,,iltcring enough sleeping

-rnL'nding pain again. Back
i:.rsr/ to come by. You had r

:l-re midst of my desperatio
.rbout me to recognize mv s

LLlar eating spot close to u,l

H_e gave us His grearesr gift ofall_His Son.M*y people have already received this gifl. But He is the ginwho keeps on giving. No mrrt.rh.*i;;*. have known Him, westill need to keep undersranding and ,..!iuirg all thar H.l*'iraan unthinkable price to give us.

God chose a pure anl hum.bl_e_young \Moman of faith_a virginnamed Mary-to conceive a child bv ü"e "";;;;;" ;.:.::L .

and give bi.th to G.d, ;;;:;î. #ïfl.'§:'ji#:Tiï;
with God and knew the scriptures we, .r""gh to understand what
yas hqfening. She had to b. th. kirrd off.rro, *ho would not runfrom God's call on her rife. she had ,o hrrl rh. rtrengtà and sensitiv-ity ofcharacter ro respond to God by rryirg, ,.Let 

it be to me accord_,"g ," Your word,, (Luke l:3g). Anj rh" *; ail that.
The angel who appeared to Mary wirh the stunning news tordher that His name *. ,o be called'Jesor, *hnhmeans .,salvation,

(Luke 1:31). He would also b, .rllrd,, 
"t**)rrrl, 

mr^ning,, God withus" (Matthewl:23).
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lc,sr. \7e are hopeless. §7e are
n u' how much He tru[y loves

{or-,'u.e see it from the perspec_
It.

,,d , love, beyond simply recog_

.ic made rhinking, decision_
tL-, r11 s1.s1 evil, truth over lies,
. Ilc knows what we are made
,-..lom of choice, we can be
: :',:. That's why He had a plan

)ràrr o\rer. A chance to begin

-l-Iis Son.

J rhis gift. But He is the gift
Jn-r! \\'e have known Him, we
ece ir-ing all that He has paid

rs \\-oman offaith-a virgin
::.c Power of His Holy spirit
:-r be a woman who walked
.nough to understand what

-,; ncrson who would not run
a'' r ihe süength and sensitiv-
', ii-rg. "Let it be to me accord-
. -',,'as ail that.
irh rhe stunning news told
:r,,. x'hich means "salyation,,
,,i,r.,t/rc1, meaning " Godtaith

Receiue All God Has for You 4l

lr hen He was born, His identiw u'as revealed to some who had

- in anticipating His birth and knerv rvhv He came .

Te sus came to save us {iom the consequence of our mistakes,

,rs. bad choices, sins, and failures, lvhich is death. He came to
:.'. - us from our enemy, who tries incessantly to destroy us. He

.r. to save us from hopelessness and futiliry which we are all heir
,.i irhout Him. He came to save us from ourselves.

.Te sus came to sacrifice Himself and lay down His life for us so we
'-ilcl be with Him forever. All because He loves us.

.le:us came so that we could haue good news euery day of our liues-

Receiving the Love of God ThroughJesus

Changed Mylife
Vhen I received the Lord decades ago, I had a dramatic encoun-

:'r \\rith God. It was a life-transforming experience. One of the most

.r-r-razing aspects abor,rt that time was not only sensing the love of
,od in the people who led me to the Lord, but also sensing Godk

.\)\-e for me.

I was twenry-eight years old and felt that my life was over. I had

reen raised by a very abusive, mentally ill mother and locked in a

-loset much of my earlv childhood. I grew up with parallzing feaq

.u-rxiery depression, and hopelessness. I tried everything I could to

rrop the pain and find a reason to live. I went into occult practices,

Lirstern religions, alcohol, drugs-but nothing provided more than

re mporary reliel after which I was always worse than before I started

.lt wn that path. Norlring worked.

My hopelessness grew to such a state that I was days awav from

collecting enough sleeping pills to make sure I never woke up to that
rLnending pain again. Back in those days, sleeping pills were not so

rrlsy to come by. You had to know somebody and I didnt. But in
the midst of my desperation, a friend and her pastor cared enough

about me to recognize my suffering, and they met with me at a pop-

trlar eating spot close to where I lived. The pastor explained Godt

I lJl
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42 ].RANSFORÀ,IING LOVE

love for me and how I could receive it. He tord me aboutJesus in
away rhar someone talks about a best friend. He said Goâ hrd 

"plan and high purpose for my life, and He could change me from
the inside out.

I had never dreamed ofsuch a thing.
"How is that possible?" I asked.
The pastor gave me three books to read. that he said would answer

many of my questions. One was on the realiry ofevil, and God knew
I needed this book because my occurt prr.,i... had taught me that
evil existed only in our mind. So if wà lot rid of evil ii our miqd,
then it would not exist. I didnt really falr for that lie because even if
you could get rid ofevil in your own mind, what can you do about
the evil in someone else's mind who \Mants to inflict it on you?

There were many of these kinds of detairs in the occurt practi..s
and other religions I had experimentedwith that didnt -rk r.rrr.,
didnt work, and didnt produce any tangibre benefit in my life. They

Ijt tlribou., 
,ry-g ro work myway io God, to b. r.u.ptable to

Him' Büt wiü each new endeavor that faired, I sank lower *d ro*..
until I believed there was no other \^/ay ro rid myserf of emotionar
pain other than to end my life.

The second book I was given that day \ryas on the work and power
of the Holy spirit in our lives when we receiveJesus. The third book
was the Gospel ofJohn. I went home and read ar three bools, and
with each one my eyes r,ere opened to things I had never heard before.

My friend and I went back to -..t *ith her pastor the foflow-
ingweek, as he had requestedwe do.

"Did you read the books?', he asked me right away.
"Yes, I did."
"§(/hat did you think ofthem?,,
"I thought I was reading the truth.,,
He then asked ifl wanted to receiveJesus. In a sprit-second rook

at my life I saw I had nothing to lose. I had tried everyrhing I knew
to do and rlrere was no reliefl No answers. I courd not rive with

Receiue

. emotional pain I was ca

:'-:rLned to end my pain or
',...iins those books and hea

- r1d be the best thing that e

I saidyes.

i received the Lord that d

: -:.1rion in myheart that I d
.., irope. For the first time ir

From that dme on I wan
.:-.ied ro be close to Him ar

Jesus Is Calle,

and the

1 learned thatJesus is calle,

- t,od in His creation of all

-., Holv Spirit from the beg

. . ueginning uas theWord, a

. ..c' ntdde through Him, and
' ..-. made" (John 1:1,3). Jesus

.r :n:ln to dwell ruith us and n
I..ut rold people Hewas n

-:lS-19). He said no one had

Jesus was the only one wh

ftsus wasfully God andful,

[esus is callecl the door.That
,', hich we enter God's kingdo
,;tt the door. If arytone eruters L

end out and find pasture" (Jc

Jesus ls the open door To euei

\7e must keep that in mir
.ii'e closecl to us, we ltaueforgon
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:.iive ir. He told me about Jesus in
ir ,r best friend. He said God had a
iitè. and He could change me from

i a r}-rins.

,,'' ro read that he said would answer
or rhe realiwofevil, and Godknew
oc.ulr pracices had taught me rhar
ic, rt ri-e got rid of evil in our mind,
r:alli'fàll for that lie because even if
c,ri'n mind, what can you do about
,-.'ho \\.ânrS to inflict it on you?
:c. oidetaiis in the occult pracrices
:e nred rvith that didnt make sense,
n-, r.ugible benefit in mylife. They
'.'\.,'av ro Cod, to be acceptable to
,: :har fàiled, I sank lower and lower
lii \\'av to rid myself of emotional

har dav rvas on the work and power
:n * e rs6siys Jesus. The third book
,,rme afld read all three books, and
i :o rhipgs I had never heard before.
,-, m.er with her pasror the follow_
io
..ked me right away.

uth."
,ce ir e |esus. In a split-second look
osc. i had tried everything I knew
o answers. I could nor live wirh
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-- emotional pain I was carrying around inside me another day.

:.lanned to end my pain one way or another. If what I felt while

--rding those books and hearing the pastor say was true, then this

- -rld be the best thing that ever happened to me.

i said yes.

I received the Lord that day and I felt different. I had a strange

: -nsation in my heart that I didnt recall ever experiencing before. It
' as hope. For the first time in my life I felt I actually had a future.

From that time on I wanted to know everlthing about Jesus. I
' ar-rted to be close to Him and experience the greatness of His love

:.)r IIe.

Jesus Is Called the§ÿ'ord, the Door,
and the Good Shepherd

I learned thatJesus is called theWord. Hewasnt an afterthought

by God in His creation of all things. Jesus was there utith God and

His Holy Spirit from the beginningof creation. The Bible says,"In

the beginning luas theWord, and theWord was utith God. . .All things

utere mad.e through Him, andwithout Him noihing was made that

was made" (John 1:1,3). Jesus is the liuingWord. He came to eamh as

a man to dwell with us and meet us at our greatest need.

Jesus told people He was utith Godandhadbeen sent by God (John

7:28-29). He said no one had seen God except for Him (John6:46).

Jesus was the only one who was sent to earth from God.

Jesul wasfully God andfully man, sent As a gifi of God's lnuefor us.

Jesus is called the door That's because He is the only door through

which we enter God's kingdom on earth and in eternity. He said, "1

am the d.oor. If anyone enters b Mr, he uill be saued, and will go in
and out and find pâsture" (John 10:9).

Jesus is the open dnor to euerything we need in our liues.

\(/e must keep that in mind at all times. Wlten it seerns all doors

are cbsed to us, ue haue forgotten utho He is.

f,
I

è
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/esus is called the good shepherd. Referring to Himself, He said, ,,I
am the good shepherl 

lyd lhnow M, sheep. . . and I lay dorun M7 tife
for the sheep" (John tO:14-15). He saià His sheep follo* lti_ b.ârrr.
"they know his voice" (John l0:4). Wten rue receiue the g{i ofJesus,
our spirit is awakened and ae cdn hear His uoice speabing ro oriirr*.

Jesus told others He was going to lay down His life â. th" sheep.
He came to earth with the fur intention of laying down His lifè for
you and me.

There is no grearer love than that.

- 
Even thor-rgh Jesus was speaking to the Jews at the time because

He r,vas born among them, He *", ,lro speaking of ,,other 
sheep,,

which were "nor of this folcl,,, saying they ;will hàr My voice; and
there will be onefock and on, shephrrd,, (john 10:16).

, T* means peop/e of all races are His.And no one can take away
the fact that everv one of them who chooses to fôlrow Him as their
savior a.d shepherd will not only walk witrr Him every day of their
lives but also into eterniqy to b. #th Him forever.

Jesus Is Called the'W.ay, the Thuth, and the Life
J«uy is the on[t aq/ to get to wltere we need tu go.
In fact, we cannot get there from here without Him.
I know I would never be where I am today if I had not chosen

His way orrer my own. I am sure I would have died years ago when
I had collected enough sleeping pills to end the pain.

Jesus said, "I am the wdy, the truth, and th, A7r. Xo one comes to
the Father except through Me,, (John 14:6). Hewas very clear about
that. Only through Jesus can we ger to a place of b.i,rg eternally
restored into a close relationship with God and find ,h. gi.", peace,
resr. hope, and love His presence brings us.

\Mhile God continuously sees all the goo<1 He purs in us, He also
sees all our mistakes and errors, o.,, foolirhress, rebellion, and idol
worship' He sees our rejection of Him and His ways and raws. Even
'so' it doesni matter what r'r'e haue or /taue notdone, He stiil roves

Rece

-nough to continue dn
. ru choose to receive H)
r,od's tuay is through Je
't': //S {ttlt€ us a WAy to be

- t t, h i ch 1, {ra 711-n 1 1,,

. 
, i .ràreuer.

I-rere is not a person v
: -,t:DCeS of sin. This is n«

' 
iving against Godt w,

:. :\'ir\- day when we allc

:: l.tot'rt aneru.Thefrrst t

r..rS born again refers to
lhcse are two separate (

-. \'ou dohavea choice:
.i,',.t r I ou recei ue Jesus, y,

" ;rttit.tic new rual. You see

. -.Lrr said. "Unless one i

r,od" (John 3:3). Withc
. . xi'rs in rhe spirit rea

.-, -.Sdom of God is a realn
' - |i:n.e been born in the s1

Ele n if you received t1-r

ri-ring more ro learn abor
,,-rrirual death, but His sal
,.:r er-er-increasing undersu

\\"e tend to forget the exr,

--': loue for us.

Jesus was crucified-brL
- --'n'irs dead. Then He u.as

lolrs stone rolled in fronr
.r-,:.ling His body. But threr
, ,1led away andJesus was n(

..rc dead to prove He was r
.;complished all He said H
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X.eferring to Himself, He said, ,,I
, 
,,,,:,,:*,. 

.and t lay down My /tfr
,rd Fiiç sheep follow H;m b..rrr.
. \,\'hen we receiue the gtfi ofJesus,

,:,i,. His uoice speabing tu our /teaft.
.,r lav down His life for rhe sheep.
nrion oflaying down His life for

:t

i io rhe Jews at the time because
s also speaking of ,,orher 

sheep,,
S fhel- 

"will hear My voice; and,'''/i (John 10:16).
.air. ,fur4 no one can take away
;irooses to follow Him as their

,l 
,' i,l Him every day of rheir

i i1rnr forever.

e Truth, and üe Life
tititeedtugo.
hcrc ri.irhour Him.
am today if I had not chosen
ui.l have died years ago when
o rnd the pain.
'. .i,td the /zfe. No one comes to
+:6 . He was very clear about

ï i plr:.^ of being erernally
L, 'J .rnd find rhe grear peâce.
I us.

: sood He purs in us, He also
rlishness, rebellion, and idol
m,j His ways andlaws. Even
t.ii i itot done, He still loves
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:rough ro conrinue drawing us to Himsell And He gives usfee
:o choose to receive His wayfor our lives or not.

r''oc/i wqt is thror_rgh Jesus.
'.t/ts g(tue us d wd)/ to befee ofthe consequ€nces of liuing apartfom

':'-ruhich is deat/t-and to begin agali in o ,ro* okionrhip" wirb: 
r _t'oreuer.
-l]-rere 

is nor a person who doesn't need to be free from the con-
: ---LleflCes of sin. This is no small mafter.

Li'ing against God's ways works death i'our lives in some man-
-: e'ery day when we allow it to continue. ButJesus gave us a rud))' l.e born anew.Thefirst time we were born, it was in theflesh,btt
:rng born again refersto being born in the spirit(John ::6).

Ihese are rwo separare events. you had no choice about the first
ire . You dohave a choice about the second.

\Yhen you receiueJesus, yout, spirit comes aliue. you experieruce life in
r/1,714ry;, new u.)/z)/. You see things dffirently. 

a J

fesus said, "Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom
,i'God" (John 3:3). \X/ithout Him, there is so much *.."rrrrlr r..
nat exisrs in the spirit realm. Good things. Amazing things. The

..ingdom of God is a realm of blessing *. ."rrrro, penetrare unless.'r'c have been born in the spirit by choosing to receive Jesus as r.ord.
Even if you received the Lord years ago, doni think you have

lothing more ro learn about Him. yes, *. ,.. saved instantrv from
spiritual death, but His salvation takes a lifetime of *o.kirrg i., ,r,
an ever-increasing undersranding of all Jesus did.

W1 tend toforget the extent of ruhatJesus accomplishet{ because of
f{is louefor us.

Jesus was crucified-brutally tortured anci nailed ro a cross untir
He was dead. Then He was placed in a cave-like tomb rvith an enor-
rnous stone rolled in front of it and guarcls ro keep ânrro1.6o_
stealing His body. But three days later the srone \\'as .sLlpernaturallv
rolled away and-[esus was no lo.,g.. in rhe ronrb H.- hacl risen fi-om
the dead ro prove He was who He said H. ,,i..r:. .i.d rh:rr He had
accomplished all He said He came to do.

\
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His resurrection was real.

R

More than 500 people witnessed Him in His resurrected body
as He appeared to each one of them over the following ary. U.Ar.
He ascended inro heaven to be with His Father God.

A-fter Jesus had risen, He entered a securely locked room and
appeared to the people inside the room. He did nor need ro have
someone unlock and open the door for Him because He zi the door.

f,d T. i-s the way through. He is the God of truth because Hisspirit leads us into all truth. Those ofus who know Him understand
that He is alive and He is the way to life forever with Him,3

Jesus Is Called Saüor, Redeemer, and Restorer
Jesus is callzd sauiorbecause He saved us from rhe consequences

ofour own sin, which is death. He was sinless, yet He r""t ,t. .or_
sequences of our sin on HimserfAnd He gave us His sinressness in
exchange (z coiinthian s 5:2).That is certainry nowhere near being
a âir trade for Him, but He saw His sacrifice as the right thirrgto do,
bëôause when you love someone you do everyrhing"i, yotr.-po*.,
to save them from destruction.

Jerus is cal/zd RedeemerbecauseHe 'gave Himserf for us, trrat He
might redeem us from every lawless d.à ,nd pu iÿ for,i-..rHi,
own specialpeople" (Titus 2:L4).Her.d.._à * fro_ o,r, plr.. of
being lost and took trs to a place ofbeing His special people. He is con_
tinuouslypreparing us for the good things He has for us to do and be.

Jmu is called the Restorerbecause once we receive Him, God then
sees the righteousness, goodness, and purity ofJesus in us. And as
a result we have the right to be called .hildr., of God. a, 

" 
.t itaof God \ re are completely restored to Him. There is no more sep_

aration between us. "As many as received Him, to *r^ Ur- [*,the right to become children of God, to those utho berieue in His namd,
Çohn 1:12).

\\'hat kind of loye
lrl'rn 3:1).

13e ing a child of God
:: :n'rhing Jesus is heir
.hr to sit at God's rigl

' :.r for that honor.

Itus willingly laid dr
,.. .- srepped down frorr
.:-i.r r.ror doing it. These

Instead, even thougl
... .rhead, He prayed tc

- :rc" (Lr-rke 22:42).
Lote beptJesus going a
i: -i.

\\hat follows in thir
.-:r1 ro give us. tü4ren 

r«

- -.urse your life.

'§ThenYou I
a

Think about receivins
, t\ given such a gift or

rrlJ I have really receir

-. ri.as still sitting inside r

lrr,rv. did I really receit

-,rr whar was acrualll-9i
Cod gives us the gifr c

.re gift to see what all u-
qir.es us is an entirely neu'

Once you receive Jesu
Sible says, "No orher four
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:sscd Him in His resurreced body
inr over. rhe Following days b.f.;
.rr His Father God.
.ered a securely locked room and
- roonl. He did not need to have
,rr tirr Him because He zi the door.
is the God of truth because Hi.s
rtf us u,ho knowHim understand
!{ lilè fbreyerwith Him.

Ledeemer, and Restorer
, ,-.-,'cd us from the consequences
r i,,'a_s sinless, yet He took the con_
:.j F{e gave us His sinlessness in
: is :errainly nowhere near being
. s:..rifice as the right thing to di
, ,; Jo everything in your power

l- qa,'e Himselffor us, rhar He
rr..d and puriÿfor HimselfHis
. , -deemed us from our place of
ng His special people. He is con_
i.:rg-s He has for us to do and be.

1.. \\-e receiye Him, God then
; :urin. ofJesus in us. And as
"; .hiidren of God. As a child
:,-r Him. There is no more sep_
:cli ed Him, ro them He gaue
:j',,:e u,ho be/ieue in His n)me,,

'hat kind of love is this rhat rve are calred God's children?
.:n 3:1).

.: :ing a child of God makes us joint heirs rvith Jesus. That means
rhing Jesus is heir to, we also inherit. Except, of course, the

- : ro sir at Godt right hand in heaven. OnlyJesus has paid the
:- lirr that honor.

. -srs willingly laid down His life. Because He is God, He could
- srepped down from the cross at any rime and said, "Forget this.
: nor doing it. These people are nor worrh ir.,,
l.sread, even though He would have riked ro nor endure what

,: ahead, He prayed to God saylng, ,,Nor My will, but yours, be
re" (Lr-rke 22:42).
Loue keptJesus going to s/1s çv,ss-leuefor His Fatrter God and loue
1/5.

\x/hat follows in this chapter are only some of the gifts Jesus
.ied to give us. 'Mhen you truly understand there thingsl thei will

- r.rnge your life.

.§7hen 
You Receive Jesus, He Gives you

aNewFoundation
Think about receiving a gift. Let's say a valuabre cross in a frame.

i u'as given such a gift one time. If I had never opened up the gi{t,
''r-ould I have really received the cross? If afte, y."À h",1pasred, and
ir r'vas still sitting inside the box all wrapped up in pretty paper and
a bow, did I really receive it? I received something, b,rt it *", ,,rot
near what was actually given.

Cod gives us the gifr ofJesus, but too often we dont really open
the gift to see what all we have been given. one of the rhings He
si'es us is an entirely new foundarion upo, *..hich to build o.r,li r"r.

Once you receive Jesus, Ë1r becomes \-oLlr neu. foundation. The
Bible says, "No other foundatio, .",, 

"rr,-.,r,. 
lar.thar-r that which is

-L
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laid, which isJesus Christ,, (1 Corinthians 3:11). Every dayyouwalk
with Him, you build on that foundation.

. T. great thing 
"P.i, a giftis that you can open it at any time.And you can srarr building on th"t foundation *ï."."* r.i a".

§ÿ'lrenYou ReceiveJesus, you Receive Forgiveness for
AII of your§7rong Choices

Our narure is nothing like God,s.
All ofus are born with a sinful narure (Ephesians 2:3). Left to ourown ways, "rhere is none utbo seehs afier Go). .. there is)'r,Çi, Ar*good, no, nor one. ..the,.,ay ofprare they haue not kno*n. ihrr)'o no

fear of God before their eyes;, 1[o-".r, i:ll_12,17_Ig).
That's the waywe are.
However, once.we acceptJesus, we receive complete forgiveness

for all our past failures to live God's way. From then on when we vio-late God's rules, laws, and ways, *. rrr,r., simply come to Him with
a repentant hearr and confess it. And He forgives qs every time. That
Ëuth does nor encourage us to keep on sinning because we know
that_as long as we are unrepentant it will always be a hindrance toour Iives and keep us fromàl God has for us.

The longer we walk f lSht 
relationship with God, ,,theway 

we
are" becomes more like ,the 

way Heis.,, Tirtirrrrrrrforr.rraior,.
No. matter how good we think \rye are, every huma., i, tr.r.igh_

teous in the sight of God. If we dont know how bad sin is,,ils
because we dont understand how hory God s.And because His
holiness and our sinfulness cannor be éoncired, we wil sf.rrJ.,..-
nity separated from Him. The only way we can live for e*àiÇ*i,l,
God is ro receive Jesus and have a spiritual rebirth. t i. ,ror'ro_._
:lïq *: can.accomplish on o,r, oà. Jesus accomplished it withHis death and resurrectio n. He did,it. Ni*. do i, opà ,p ,; ,;;;Him.

If we dont receive Him and arelal born again in the spirit,
we dont have a relationship with Goâ *d .*ro, experience His

.gdom and the fullne
' r- do not haye a rela

\\henYou Receive

-,ocl is everlwhere, I
r : seen by those who
. .,:irrnship with Him

'-.::rselfwith 
us.

r )ne of rhe greatest
:,:r., c. fesus, He gives ur
' :.. ir. In this way Goc
. .:lt.e of who He is-\

--sus 
promised that a

, .::.'r God, He would st

,.r.,r ri.ill send in My
:--: ro drvell in all who r

'1"' 
go7, tr'rit is ako

, lrr/ter, Jesus the Son, ,
fhe Holy Spirit in us

. J àre not in rhe flesh b
. , :11s in yor.IVoru if an.

. ,Yz.i' (Romans B:9).
ilte HolT Spirit is the se

,. tr' itothing can change tl
L)ne ofthe greatesr rr:

, --,rur rhe Holy Spirit th:
,, ,rnd t/te Holy Spirir,t
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nrhians 3:11). Everydayyou walk
Jarion.

À_ar r-ou can open it at any time.
foundation whenever you do.

u Receive Forgiveness for
:ng Choices

\.

.rure (Ephesi ans 2:3).Left to our
:e r Ç661. . . there is none who does
:,':... hnu€ not /enorun. There is no
rs i;11-12,17-18).

i'c r:ceive complete forgiveness
r a-.. From then on when we yio_
rrir simply come ro Him with
Fi. iorgives us eyery dme. That
oi sinning, because we know
,.. 1'aluays be a hindrance ro

df .Lr_)I us.

:n.hrp rvjrh Cod, .'the 
way we

k." Ttot is tr"nsform"tion.
È rr.. every human is unrigh-
,n: know how bad sin is, its
o'.-. Cod is. And because His
rt;,,,nciIed, we will spend eter_
r,.'... - can live for eternirywith
ii:ual rebirth. It is not some-
r. ,'.sus accomplished it with
l- .-. e do is open up to receive

:c: born again in the spirit,
I .::i cannot experience His

But He didnt stop there. Now He is ruith us through the Holy
-:pirit who lives in us. §7e ha,e been m:rde righteous by receiving

-iom and the fullness ofHis love in our lifè or in the life to come.
- do nor have a relationship with God, it is bv our own choice.

\\ hen You Receive Jesus, God Shares Himself with you
r locl is every'uvhere, but His presence and power are only revealed

-- scen by those who believe in Him and choose to have a close
. .rionship with Him on His rerms..W4ren we do that, He shares

:rselfwith us.

t)r-re of the grearesr signs of God's love for us is that when we
. -:ir-e Jesus, He gives us His Holy spirit to live in us and be with us

:r'er. In this way God shares another part of Himself-the very
.,.-.nce ofwho He is_with u.s.

.Tesus promised that after He ascended into heaven to bewith His
,:her God, He would send "rhe Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the
.:her will send in My name" (Johnl4:26).The Holy Spirit was
::rr ro dwell in all who received Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Tlte Holy spirit is also referred to as th€ spirit of christ because Gotl
. Fathet Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit are one.

the Holy spirit in us is the sign that we are His. TheBible says,
', 

'ru are not in the flesh but in the spirit, ifindeed the spirit ofGod
-''r ells in yo,. Now tf anyone does not haue the spirit of christ, he is
:tt His" (Romans 8:9).

17e Ho\ spirit is the seal that says we are tbe Lordi. It is a done cleal

Receiue All God Has for You 49

;;td noilting can that.
One of the tragedies is that manypeople knoweven less

than they do about God andJesus.But God,rbout the Holy
-,':us, 

and the Holy are one and inseparable. People tryto divide
:hem up and leaye one
..urnor be divided into
.hen we cannot receiye

persons of the Thinity out, but God
Ifwe do not recognize His Spirit in us,

Jesus died the we should have died because He loves us.

God has for us.

I
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Jesus, and God sees the righteousness ofJesus when He looks at us.
The Holy Spirit cannot dwell in an unsanfiified body, but when we
receiveJesus we become a sanctified temple for the Holy spirit. Now
God sends His spirit to live in us. I'm not tarking about spiritual
gifts or manifestations or specific outpouring, oi,h. Hoÿ spirit.
I m talking simply about receiving Jesus and Him giving you-His
Holy Spirit to live in you.

_ Too many people wont even mendon the Holy Spirit as if He
doesnt exist or doesnt maüer, but He is our eternal connection with
God. "No one knows the things of God excepr the spirit of God.
Now ute haue receiued, not the spirit of the t orld, but the spiritwho is
fiom fod, 

that we might know the things that have been freely given
to us by God" (1 Corinthians 2:ll-12).

§7e receive His Spirit so we can really know Him.
God shows His love for you by giüng you His presence_His

Holy Spirit, part of HimselÈ-to live in you. \Vh"ia precious gift
oflove.

'*' V{henYou ReceiveJesus, you Receive n r.$^hirg
God Has forYou

\X/hen we giveJesus everythingwe have, He gives us everything
Hehas. But He requires that we seek Him for all we need.

-..rne used as a curse word
:.ognizes the light of the

,rks to tear down and des
-- :hem. It is proof that tl-r

-rrcd wirh evil. Our spir

r believe thar there is o
- 1L-\,e_and tremblel,, (J;

People who misuse Hi
.,-'orr-rplish great things w

-- - ak His name without th
..rli- ner.er know all God I

As a child of God, rhat means you are part ofthe family business.

'§ThenYou Re

Victor

_lesus came to deliver u

, I -nr\-. God" has de/iuered t
,,ro the kingdotn ofthe So

: llimself wirh the enerr
r ..üpr to sreal, and to kill, r

: ,, life, and rhat they may
\ big part ofthe abunda

:ihoriry in spiritual warfa
- .lesus' death on the crosr

r\-over death and hell for
:rrimywhen we pray in Hi

lesus said He did not c,

rrher ro save and free then
-:. He said, "V{hoever con

-,ncl lr.e cannot dwell in Go

Jesus said, "If the Son r,

iohn B:36). This means Hi:
:ltirely secured for us. \ù7it

-,,'er have to be enslaved aga

As such you receive the power ofJesus' name. Jesus said, "He who
believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greaterworks
than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And uthateuer you
ask in My name, that I ruill do, the Father.may be glorified in
the Son. Ifyou ask anything in name, I will do if' (Johnl4:12-14)

This means everything you can be secured by praying in

r[/e all can see how powerfirl the nàme esus is when godless
people dont even want His name to be unless it is said as a
curse word. Thatt nor rrue of any othe r name. \X4ry is Jesus the only

I

Jesus'name.
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ss oiJesus when He looks at us.
:lsanctified body, butwhen we
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--. used as a curse word? It is because rhe realm of darkness fully
- gnizes the light of the Lord and tries to s,uffit out. Evil always
:is to rear down and destroy those who have the light of the Lord
,..'m. It is proof that those who know the tr,rth Àd reject it are

.red with evil. Our spiritual enemy knows exâcdy who Jesus is.
-L believe that there is one God. you do well. Even the demons:;1'6-2nd remblel" (James 2:19).
People who misuse His name will never know the power to

-,-o,rplish great things when they pray. It is a serious off.rrr. ,o
' :ak His name withour rhe reverence due Him. Those who do wiil
,:ir- never know all God has for them.

Y{hen You Receive Jesus, He Gives you
Victoryover rhe Enemy

,fesus came to deliver us from the dark realm of our spirituar
- :re my. cod" has deliuered usfom the power ofdarbness ancr conueyed

lttto tbe kingdom ofthe son ofHis loue" (colossians 1:13). contrast-
:rg Himself with the enemy, Jesus said, ,,The 

thief does nor come
: rcepr ro sreal, and to kill, and to destroy. I haue come th(tt tllq) mq/
,tue life, and that ùey may haue it more abunclantly,,(John tO:tO).

A big part of the abundant life Jesus came ro give us includes our
.Lrthority in spiritualwarfare that is established on the foundation
,iJesus' death on the cross. In laying d,own His life, He won vic_

:ùry over death and hell for zzs. Now He has given us power over dre
:nemy when we pray in His name.

]esus said He did nor come to judge or condemn people, but
i:rther to save and free them. Jesus freed us from r,,,hate.l.. 

",,r1"r,.,r-Ls. He "V{hoever commits sin is a slar.,e of sir-r,' (Tohrr B:34)
\rd we

Jesus

dwell in Godt house as a slar-e of sin.

L-fohn means His is final. His freedom has been
entirely secured for us. rJ7ith

ever have to be enslaved

death and resurrection, we doni

I
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During the first couple of years after I received Jesus, I \Mas set
f^ree from anxiety, depression, fear, and sadness. hi"pp.rr.J r. t
fasted and prayed and believers prayed for me. This freedom is what
God has for all ofus. BecauseJesus broke the power ofthe enemy, I
didnt have to be enslaved by darkness again. §7hat a transformation!

§7e never have to wark in darkness.-Even when \Me ger into dark
times or dark situations, God's light is arways th.r. io be found.
Jesus said, "I am rhe light of the *Àaa. He wiofoilows Me shail not
walk in darkruess, but ha_ue the light of tift, (John g:12).;...r, .3_. ,.
a light to keep us from living ildarknerr. iV. have to ,*" ,f,, U*
light in us czrn never be p,r, àr,.

Jesus came as the light of the world, but "men loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds were evil,, (John 3:19). Those
who are aftracted to the dark do nor wa-nr to give up their selÊ
serving ways. §7e who love God want the light oiChri* ,o .*por.
anything in us that is attracted to tÀe d*k rid. in anyway u..'"u..
thqswill keep us from being all we can be.

Jesus came to give you life in all its frrllness. The enemy comes

lo 
r"!*d destroyyou. Jesus c,rme ro give you His light anâ.t..rrl

life. The enemy comes to give you darkness and death. Choose to
receive the gift of llfe Godhas for you.

V{henYou ReceiveJesus, He Givesyou Life
Foreverwith Him

This life is not all there is. you are going to live forever. our sour
will exist eternally, either in a stage ùr.p""rrtion from God, or in
eternal life with Him. Being separated from God is hell. Thatt what
hell is' No one spoke 

"bo"i 
t Jl more than Jesus did. It's where the

person who refused God will understand what God wanted to spare
them from experiencing.

Heaven is being with God forever.
If you have received Jesus, one day you will have a resurrected

body and eternal life with Him. fhe ra*r..tio, ofJesus guaranteed

Rece

{)Llr own resurrection after
prepared for eterniry. "Iha

or.er earthly rewards. \7e
r11 else.

The Bible says that wh
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',our lasr breath, God will
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-ar_\ irlter I received Jesus, I was set
:-ar. and sadness. It happened as I
rii,.-ççi for me. Thi, fr.edàm is whar
,-i, hroke the power of the enemy, Ii:i'i\ :tgain. \ü4rat 

a transformationJ
:-:;ss. Er.efl when we get into dark
.,qhr is alrvays there to be found.

'.,. :ld. He whofollorus _fuIe shall nor
: ,- :rj.tà" (John B:12). Jesus came as
::,.:lcss. \rVe have to trust that His

']'i'\ n resurrection after we die. In rrân1' 11.X1.5 We are always being
- ..red for eternity. Thats whywe -urt.hoor. h""r.rrly'r.*"rd,
: .-arrhly rewards. \7e must choose to love and serve êod o,r..
:_:t.

, re Bible says that when you die you will be instantly with the
.r. Jesus said He has prepared an erernal place for you. Itt where
:ring can harm you, where every neecl is supplied, where there is
..ore suffering, sickness, or struggle. U. ,"ià, ,,Let 

not your heart
: :i'.ubled; you believe in God, b.ii.r. also in Me. In l,q f-rthrr,,

:.:t, t/r€ many mansions; if itwere not so, I would h"rr. told you. I
i. prcpdre a place fo.r you. And if I go ancl prepare a place fo, yo.r,

ill come again and receive yo,,,o Myr.tf, ,i* *hr* I o*, ihr*
., ,itny be also" (John 14:l_3).
\\hat a magnificent promise the Gocl oflove has made ro you.
lhe promise is that :n your last day on earrh, *h.n you trk.

ur lasr breath, God will raise you up and bring you ,o ,uou o.r_
.,1 home with Him. "God, who is ri.h in mercy, bnrurc o|Hi, goo,
: e tuit/t tuhich He loued us, eyen when we were dead inir.spîrr.r,

:r.rcle us alive rogether with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
-:',d._raised ws up togethet.and made u, sh igethu in tlte heauenlriOir*
:r Christ Jesus" (Ephesian s 2:4_6).

In light of all that, I would say for all of us who have received----sus, 
the best is yet to come.

\x/henJesus raised Lazarus from the dead after he had been in the
.orrrb four days, He said,,,f am the resurrection and the life_ He ruho
'ie/ieues in Me, though he may t/ie, he shail /iue. And uhoeuer riues and
,'.,e/ieues in Me shall neuer die,, Çohn11:25_26).

After He said that, He asked the people watching, ,,Do 
you

believe this?"

He still asks the same question of us toilay.
Do you believe Him? Do you believe He is rhe resurrecrion and

rhe life, and ifyou receive Him vou rvili hrr e ere rnal life with Him?
Was He crazy? Or is He the Son of God?

(

".'. ,r:ld, but "men loved darkness
:-r) \\'ere evil" (John 3:19). Those, r.)r wâflr to give up their selÊ
' r:r rhe light of Chrisr to expose
- : dark side in any way b..à,rr.
, :-.1 be.

-- .,s tuliness. The enemy comes
r :ive r.ou His light and eternal
r-.:kness and death. Choose to

s. He Givesyou Life
rh Him
: . itg ro live forever. Our soul
,: )-paration from God, or in

.L ::.rm God is hell. That,s what
:: .:l.ln Jesus did. It,s where the
:=:-.: t har God wanted ro spare

:. ru rvill have a resurrected
:, --::rcrion ofJesus guaranteed

t
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One of the best-known verses in the Bible by those who believe
in Him is somethingJesus said. " God so loued the utorld that He gaue
His only begotten Son, that raltoeuer belieues in Him should notperish
but haue euerlasting life" (John 3:16).

The word "loved" here means a love that desires only the greatesr
good for us. The promise of life forever with Jesus cannot be min-
imized. God gave us Jesus because He loved us. He gave us Jesus
so we could be restored into a relationship with Him. God's love is
expressed to us by giving us His best. 

!
VfhenYou ReceiveJesus, You Receive More

ThanYou Can Imagine

It takes a lifetime of growing in the Lord in order to truly under-
stand all thatJesus did for you. I know this because I have been walk-
ing with Him for detades, and still He lets me see more and more
of Him and the extenr of the gifts He has given me in His sacrifice
of love.

The thing is, we need spiritual eyes ro see it all. The Bible says,

"Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart
of man the things uthich God has prEaredfor those ruho bue Him.
But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God" (1 Corinthians
2:9-10).

Jesus giues you an eternal fountain of liuing water that springs up
insidr you. It isfiom the indwelling Holy Spirit ttho prouides a contin-
ual source of life.

\[/hen 
Jesus asked for a drink ofwater from the woman at the well

in Samaria, she questioned why He, aJew, would have anything to
do with a Samaritan woman. Jesus told her that ifshe knewwho He
really was, she would have asked Him for liuingwarcr (John 4:7 -lO) .

He said, "§Thoever drinls of this water will thirst again, but
whoever drinks of the water rhat I shall give him will never thirst.
But the water tltat I sltall giue hitn utill become in him afountain of

Receiue

:er springing up into euer/d.

. :, ,u, rhar this eternal fount:
, :lling in her.

his fountain oflife dwell

.Tesus referred to Himself :

-.rd ofiifè." 'Jesus said to rl
:l heaven, but My Father
, itredd of God is He who ca

' , ., oi'ld.' Then they said to
- :J Jcsus said to them,'I an

: ;' ;teuer hunger, and he wlto
,l- i5).

\\irhout Jesus and the Hr
: ri'ill only have "a form of

- -,i cr (2Timothy3:5). You
': rr-âl deal. You want the tr

- .:r vour life.
\\ hen we become s0 wrapl

.r in Him, we forget the goc
,.onrplish. Thatt why, even

,ng rimc, we musr continu
. ,, en through Him.

The birth ofJesus is one of
nlr.surpassed by His death ar

, ,,rld had spirirual impacr tha
' irilr rlnyrhing else could. He c

.:uth. He gave us a way to for,
ri )pe. He loved us that much.

\7e hear so much bad ner,
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.hc solution to all the bad neu
He is the solution to all bac

And that is good newsl
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. Bible by those who believe
, tlot,ec/ t/te world that He gaue
:'t e: in Him should not perish

char desires only the greatest

'r 
ri'ith Jesus cannot be min-

, lor ed us. He gave us Jesus
nip u.ith Him. Godt love is

ru Receive More
lagine

,ord in order to truly under-
ris because I have been walk-
lers me see more and more
as gir.en me in His sacrifice

it, see ir all. The Bible says,

ia.-e entered into the heart
,d.for those ruho loue Him.
:h His Spirit. For the Spirit
:s oi God" (1 Corinthians

: ! ! itg wdter that springs up
i_ti;'it tu/:to prouides a contin-
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:e r springingup into euerlasting ltfe" (John +:13-14). Limle did she
', ru.that this eternal fountain of life u.oLild come from His Spirit
rlling in her.

lhis fountain of life dwells in you by the same Holy Spirit.
iesus referred to Himselfas "the true bread from heaven" or "the

-ad of lifè." "Jesus said to rhem, 'Moses did not give you the bread
,nr heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven.
: bread of God is He rulto comes downfom heaueru and giues life to
, workl.'Then thev said to Him, 'Lord, give us this bread always.'

':.1 Jesus said to rhem, 'I am the bread of hfe. He who comes to Me
. rll neuer hunger, and he who belieues in Me shall neuer thirsl" (John
i l_.35).

WithoutJesus and the Holy Spirit, even if you believe in God,
u rvill only have "a form of godliness" but you will be denying its

,-r)\\,er') (2 Timothy 3:5). You do not want faux godliness. You want
re real deal. You want the true and living power of God ro pene-

,'.rre 1'our life.

Vhen we become so wrapped up in ourselves instead ofrvrapped
.rp in Him, we forget the good news of what He came ro earrh ro
.ccomplish. Thatt why, even if we have walked with the Lord for
.. long time, we musr conrinually be reminded of all we have been

siven through Him.

The birth ofJesus is one of the grearesr evenrs in all history. It is
,nly surpassed by His death and resurrecrion. His entrance into the

',, orld had spiritual impact that shook the realm of darkness bevond
r'hat anything else could. He exposed the lies of the enemywith His

rr uth. He gave us â way ro forever be close to God. He secured our
hope. He loved us that much.

tùZe hear so much bad news today, l:u the *uth about Jesus is
,t lways good nerus. Andwithin the good news that we have in Him is

rlre solution to all the bad news we see and hear.

He is the solution to all bad news in oul lives.

And that is good newsl

ffi

T

Receiae All God Has for Yoa



Prayer of Love

LORO, I realizel can never receive all you baue for me
until I understand everything You did for me. Thank you
that You, "the ruler over the kings of the earth,,, loved me
enough to wash me clean of all mysins byyour own blood
(Revelation 1:5). Thank You that you are the living \7ord.
You are my Savior. You have set me free from th. .orrr.-t'
quences of my own sins, effors, mistakes, and ignorance.
AndYou have made me to be a beloved child ofGod. Thank
You that in You I find everything I need for life (l Corin-
thians 8:6).

Thank You tliat You came "as a light into the world,, so
that I would never have to live in darkness (John L2:46).
ThankYou forYour Holy Spirit in me, foryour-Vàrd says
that "if anyone does nor have the Spirit of Christ, he is
not His" (Romans 8:9). But You have given me your Spirit
when I received You, and He is the seal ând sign that I am
Yours and You are with me always. Because of all you have
done for me, I will live eternally with you and no one can
change that.

ThankYou, Lord, thatYou shareyourselfwith me. you
share Your love, peâce, and power. You share your Spirit and
Your wholeness. You are the bread of heaven who f..d, *.
life. You are the fountain of living warer in me rhar never
runs dry. You are the way, the truth, and the life. you are my
foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11). You are the living §7ord
and the door to eternal life. You are rhe good shepherd, and
I hear the voice of Your Spirit leading me. Thankyou that
You are unchanging and I can forever depend on you to
change me (Hebrews 13:8).

InJesus' name I pray.
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f Love

:ü.eive all You haue for me
\,-,t1 ./ld for me. Thank you
:iEs olthe earth," loved me
:'n,. sins byYourown blood
.: \-oLr are the living \X/ord.

-r ne lree from the conse_
,. rtistakes, and ignorance.
c.i,r,',.r1 child ofGod. Thank
:t I need for life (1 Corin-

, a lighr into the world,, so
:n darkness (John 12:46).
i: nre. forYour\7ord says

-::r Spirit of Christ, he is
î-li-!- oiven me your Spirit
:, .:,ri and sign thar I am
's. Becailse of all you have

''" irh \bLr and no one can

::. lôurselfwith me. you
-t,.--,u 

share Your Spirit and
i ,,,iheaven who feeds me
S 

-,,,.rrer in me that never
:. .ncl rhe life. you âre my
\ou are the living §7ord

=:hc qood shepherd, and
ii.g -.. Thankyou that
:.", er depend on you to

\7ords of Love

In this the love of God was manifested roward us,
t}rat God has sent His only begorren Son into the world,

that we might live through Him.

l JouN 4:9

I have been crucified with Christ;
it is no longer I who live, but Chrisç lives in me;

and the life which I now live inlhe flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave Himself for me.

GarmraNs 2:20

God demonsffares His own love roward us,
in that while \Me were still singrers, Christ died for us

Rouets 5:8

In this is love, not that we loued God, but that He loued us
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

lJonN 4:10

God did not send His Son into the world
ro condemn the world,

but that the world through Him might be saved.

JoHN 3:17

im
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Read God's
Love Letter to You

! he greatest love story on earth is written in the Bible.
I Actually, it is rhe Bible.

The entire Bible is a record of God's great love for us. One major
sign of His love is that He gave us His §7ord.

A-fter I received the Lord I started going to church to hear the pas-
tor teach from the Bible, and the Scriptures came alive to me right
away. At the pastort encouragemenr I wenr out and bought my
own Bible. I had opened up a Bible randomly a few times before but
could not understand anything I read. Now, because I had opened
my heart to the Lord, my spiritual eyes were opened as well, and I
sensed God's love in everyword.

It was far beyond anything I could have ever imagined.
For years I had been searching in the spirit realm for some kind

of meaning for my life and a purpose for my exisrence. Now I saw
that I had been plunging into the dark side-rhe wrong side ofthat
realm-and I needed ro come into the light. \When I read about
Jesus being the light of the world and there is no darkness in Him, I
realized that the occult practices and false religions into which I had

.:+
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thrown myserfwere inhabited by another spirit. A dark spirit. Thespirit of Godt enemy. Th. oppo.it of God. Little did I know I hadbeen 
-consorting 

with rh. #;; ;ià;;.\[.hen I separated mys.lffrom ,ll thrt *d *r]ked into the realmof the God of infinitl power, peace, 
".ràlor.., ,, *r, fri.ïiîïrr,day by comparison l.didnt ;"jr; ,hi, up. I didnt imagine any_thing. It was unmistakabf.. f, ** _.r. *rf rhan anything I hadever known' even more so than the fear and pain I had lived withfor a lifetime. Godt \Mord became 

"-*rr"g. of love and hope tome. I thought of it as a preciou, dir_"";,"";;.r.i ,ri.illroit I found dazzlins y p.:,r: ..t dJ;';, your word as. one whofinds great,..r"uË, (psalm 119,rcri.;;;time I opened the Bible,I asked God to open my eyes ro new depths of the truth I had notseen before. And He did. 
vr ur\ Lrulrr r nac r

The Bible became an-unending source ofrife to me. I could hearGod speakingro me byHis SpOrri" *.ry,page. And I felt Hisloveeach time.

" \Mhen you enrer into a crose rerationship with God, you wi, not'ô nly tov e H i m, yo u wi II rt J;;; H,'i rï" ri rr rcann o r separate thetwo. God and His §7ord are one. Jhat,s b..".rr.;.rm i, the living\ü/ord of God, and God andJesus *;;;_ ;, was God,s Holy Spiritwho inspired the wrirers of the Bibr. ;;l.d them as they wrore
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^"\9"d 
to help you see ancl understand and sense His love foryou in 

lis \xrord as you read it. rt has been wri*en as His love letterto )/ou. And God,s Holy Spiritwill bring it alive ro you every time.There are coundess \^/ays God shori, H,, i#;i;;T;îr,\X/ord. \ü4rat follows are only, f.* of th.m.

Godt§/ord Givesyou aW.ayto Make Life§7ork
God's /aws and comntrtnrJttl€Ltts dl.e there because He roues us antr Hewants what is bestfor us. I{c git,e: rs ru/esfo,r çur beneft.
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.rlorher spirit. A dark spirit. The
:' rf God. Little did I knowl had
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, , rhat andwalked into the realm
-. :nd lor.e, ir was like night and
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-- i..1r and pain I had lived with
. -r rncssage of love and hope to
: .,:rrrrd. and every rime I read
:-;,-ri.c ar Your word as one who
I Each time I opened the Bible,
,'., .leprhs of the rrurh I had not

: ,,-1ice of life to me. I could hear
: .','-r.r-page. And I felt His love

,ie rsrand and sense His love for
-. been written as His love letter
nrq rt alive to you eyery/ dme.
hori-s His love for you in His
,irhem.

ar- to Make Life§7ork
;i:crs f2sç4rt. He loues us and He
:r;r:.tàr our beneft.

:,, ,nship rvith God, you will nor
, '.", ,ti'c/. You cannot separate rhe
]:r s because Jesus is the living
rc r. ne . It was God's Holy Spirit
r-; ..ncl ied them as they wrore
. n: more you will experience

Read God's Loue Letter ro lr.trr ôl

., r like any loving parent, God gives us boundaries for our own

. Indulgent parents, who let their children do anything they

rrrise kids with serious problems. You see it all the time. Chil-
' .r ithout boundaries are unstable. They get out of control. And

. .-.t'/out of control. They misbehave without consequences, so

relieye there are no consequences for breaking the rules. Par-
. -'.-ho allow children to not follow the rules that exist ft'r their
.:crion don't do any âvors for their children. People generally

r [ke children like that and dont want to be around them. And
--: children sense that they are not liked and that affects their

" ..rn:riiry. They develop less than optimal behavior, which leads

:r-rore rejection. This happens all because a parent does not love

- -r children enough to give them rules with a requirernent to obey

-:ll.

!1 children need to know what the boundaries are in order to
:.i ir.e and do well in life. Ve are God's kids, and we, roo, need

rndaries in order to survive and do well. \ü/ithout God's \(/ord,
- u'ill be influenced by the anti-Christ-formed relatiuism of the

' ,rld more than the God-created reuelation of the Holy Spirit.

Having absolutes in our life is freeing. Parents who love their
,:rildren give them rules for their protection, and God does the
. ii'ne for l1zi children. As a child of God, His laws free you to move

rro the plans and purposes He has for you. From His \X/ord you
: 

n c1 out what works and what doesn'tworkand never will. You dont
.r.1\-e to wander down paths that will hurt you, rob ,vou, r'uin your

-tè, and take you far away from the fulfillment and purpose God

-:.rs for you.

Thatt why Godt \X/ord is His love lerrer ro vou.

Godt\ù7ord ChangesYour Heart and lv{ind

V4ren you find true and lasting lor.e. ir is [fe-gir inq. Evcn'tir-ne
.'ou readyour loved onet messages, the\-ror-rch , o-L tlrcrri.,'and brinq

noticeable changes in your heart and sor-rl. \ir.l : r.r:,i cr;h uorcl
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and search between the lines for every subtre meaning. The same is
true of Godt love letter ro you. The more you read it and search for
the deeper meanings, the more you understand His heart of love
for you.

E*ry time you read Godt rüord with the idea that it is living
and powerful, God will speak ro your spirit and soul. Ifyou invite
Him to, He will touch you and change you. He will op.r, yo,rr.y.,
to^His truth and give you wisdom tlat will bring you into th. ,.d-
of the truly wise. §fith s.uch a strong ÿing spirit in the worrd today,
God's -üZord 

gives you the truth. and *. ,n need that in order to
combat the lies of the enemy and stay on the right path.

_"7he 
law of the Loao is perfect, conuerting tt i *r|the testimony

ofthe Lono is sure, makingruise tbe simpra the srarures ofthe Ëono
are right, rejoicingthe hear^the.o--".rd-ent ofthe Lono is pure,
enlightening tlte eyes" (psalm L9:7 -g) .you wi[ rove that His vrord is
true and His laws are right. your heart wi[ rejoice over their abso-
lute dependability.

Jesus said, "h is writren, ,Man 
shall not live by bread alone,

but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God,,, (Mat_
rchew!:4). §7e must be continually fed with Godt \f<ird *.Ç Jry
because it is sustenance for our soul. ve cant live welr without it. It
builds us up and changes us from the inside out.

Reading Godt Vord gives you clariry ofmind and strength ofsoul.
lt builds yourfaith. rt prouid.es guldanci a)d dlrectlon. r, àroorngn
you and giues you hope.It comforts you and speahs to yru ,boot 1,iu,
ualue 

.arud 
wortlt arud purpose. It giues you wisdom 

^rd. 
undrrrtaralrg

and knowledge. rt helps you fnd the restoration and wborenr.ss God
has for you.

God gave you His §7ord because He loves you. Always read it
with thatin mind.
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rr i\-er\r subde meaning. The same islle more you read it and search for. r.'ou understand His heart of love

\\brd rvith the idea that it is living
Cr ;, olrr spirit and soul. Ifyou invitJ

:-n.:n=.1.ou. 
He will open your eyes

r-t rhat rvill bringyou inro rhe realm
ronq lr-ing spirit in rhe world tod,ay,
". -{lld n-e all need rhat in order tof srar- on rhe right path.
L/.);tt,€t.ti.ng the sou/; the testimony

:r.tt, ;i.77pfc the statutes of the Lono
-,rr.inrandment of the Lono is pure,
S . \bu w.ili love that His \X/ord is-
hearr u..ill rejoice over their abso_

Godt'§ÿ'ord protects you and Guides you
to a Place ofsafety

, ,ds V/ord is like an umbrella of safery for us, but we musr
.,r'hat it says in order to understand how to live under its pro-

n. \(/hen we live opposite ofwhat Gocl,s \)7ord says, we come
-: .r r-n under that protective covering and can *"r,rd", ,*"y from: ;e God has for us and get shot down by enemy fire.

" 
h er-r we have God's word guiding us euery day, wherr ue roo re to

i, ;' t: o uns e I instead of the world, we b ec o m e s o iid ly p tartrdwhere
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, i,f the person who delights in Godt law, that he,,s/tall be like a
:,lmted b7 the riuers of watur,that brings forth its fruit in its sea-

r ' r'hose leaf also shall not wither; 
^rd 

*hatrr* he does shail pros-
(Psalm 1:3).

Thatt where you wanr to be_in that place of safery where you
"1 .ot bear the consequences of disobeài.,r... you wiil, inste"d,
- rr rhe fruit that nourishes and sustains you for life .

Godt W'ord Is a 
-W'eapon 

of'W.arfare
Godt word is called "the sword of the spirit" for a reason: 11zi

' i'rd is apouerful taeapon against t/te c/es*uctiue powers ofeuir.\x.4-ren
'c speak God's \X/ord in the face of all that opposes us, every srrong_

:,old and threat is destroyed . Gocli Word becomes d aeapon against
:l,e enern, of our soulwhen we stand strong in it and prà.l"iJ it. tt
rssists us in disabling the enemy,s plans for o* drrt urtion and
rllows us to concen trate on his.

As prayer warriors in Godt army, we must keep in mind that our
rnain ueapon is the Word of God. It is not only parl of our protec-
Tips ayrusy-rhe armor of God_but it is also a po*..ful off nrl*
Lu^eltpon. The enemy finds it very offensir.e. k is hiehlv 

"..u.",., "rdilyou are knowledgeable as to how to handle i, 
"i'" 

r".npur, 
"g"i.,r,the enemy, it is unfailing. If you aim correcrrr: ir hits ,h" Ir.g.t

dead-on every dme. The more skilled \-oLL arù r:.r usir-rg ,hi. iror.,.Àl

ilü

,'r shall not live by bread alone,
trom rhe mouth of God,,, (Mat_
, tcd rr.ith God,s Word .,...y d"f
rl. \\è can't live well withouilt. k
:he inside out.
-:'.i., i4, ofmind and strengt/t ofsoul.
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: .)otr tuisdom and understand*g
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\Meâpon, the greater advantage you have. In fact, the enemy cânnot
stand against it.

No soldier resists the enemy without his weapon. Neither does
a soldier ever attack his enemy without the weapon he knows best
how to use. He understands its capabilities, is compretery famiriar
with it, and has practiced with it coundess times. A sordiert \Meap-
ons are always kept up to the highest standard and ready to use.

§7e must do the same wit}r our spiritual \Meapons. \J7e cannot
wait until the enemy attacks to get familiar with our spirituar weap-
ons' §7e have to know our weapons no\M So we are prepared for any-
thing. The \wbrd of God is our best \Meapon b.."rrr.lt wiil âlways
be exactly whar we need in order to face .v.ry thre"t.

Godls unchanging.That's because He doesnt needto change. He
is perfect and complete. And His §7ord is the same. It is nevei i'el-
evant, no mafter how much the enemy ffies to make it seem that
way' That's why you can claim promises in the Bible as absorute
trurh for your life.

§7hen Jesus was tempted by the enemy in the wilderness, He
resisted with scripture specifically aimed at thwarting the enemyt
temptations. Even the enemy knows that the \7ord of God is pow-

1fu1 
and unfailing and he can never prevail against it. That's why he

finally left Jesus alone. He could not entice Himwith lies tt . *ü l.
can with far too many of us.

our faith is extremely important in the effectiveness of this main
\Meapon. And the more we train and practice in our knowledge and
retenrion of the §flord, the more our faith develops. th. -*. diti-
gendy we read theWord, q uote theWor d, p ray th. Vord, and do the
\7grd, the stronger our faith will be. Orrr g.e"tert weapon_Godt
\7ord-mixed with our faith will prove to À. th. invincibre weapon
we need in everysituation.

\Mhen marksmen or snipers train with their weapons, they do
it full time. They make practicing with their *.rpon awayoim"
so that it becomes pa* of who they are. In the Àisrions ,h.y rr.

Read
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.,;,ilr1ess times. A soldiert weap-
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: sprritual weapons. §7e cannot
:.niiiar with our spiritual weap_
, ri- \\-so we are prepared for any_
: ',i.apon because it will always
:...r ercry threat.

. I-Ie doesnt needto change. He
, :d r-s rhe same. It is never irrel_
:it',' 61is5 to make it seem that
,::ises in rhe Bible as absolute

: -nemy in the wilderness, He
.::t:.1 at thwarting the enemy,s
. :nir rhe \X/ord of God is pow_
: - ;.,'ai1 against it. Thatt why he
::.1:t Hitn with lies the way he
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:::crice in our knowledge and
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: à. p rq the \7ord, and do the
L)Lrr greatest weapon-God,s
'.'- ro be the invincible weapon

,,,. rrl-i rheir weapons, they do
irh rheir weapon a way of life
ar:. In the missions thev are

. ': on, they cannot afford to miss. They have to be dead-on errery
c. In that same way, our grearesr weapon-the §7ord of God-

..r become part of who we are and not just something we read
,car. We mlr$ pore ouer it-, read all of it, listen to it, understand

, : / ot€ it, and be able to stdy solid in euery)thing tae bnota of it. That
,.-s practice.

Thatt why ir is imporrant to read the Bible every day. Just as you
- -.1 to spend time with the one you love, you need to spend time
,l-r rhe One who loves you more rhan anyone else could. Ask the
1r' Spirit to make whareyer you are reading that day come alive

-1 new and deeper way. The Holy Spirit will meet you rhere on
: page and do exacdy rhar. It's also crucial to etch some verses inro
-rr rnemory so that you can draw on them whenever you need to.
oLl have nor done that before, start with just one. Your transfor-

'.:rion is established on a foundation of life-giving Scripture.
For example, read: "God has not giuen us lt spirit of-fror but of

.r er anrl of loue and ofa sound mind" (2 T'imothy 1:7). Say it again
-..1 again unril ir is part ofyour soul. Believe it. Quote it when you
. afraid and feel powerless.

\ïreave Scripture into the fabric ofyour being.
,Scripture that is part of you becomes an insrrument of survival

:--,-l rvarfare. It keeps you from doing the wrong thing. "your word
'tue hidden in my beart, that I might not sin against you" (psalnr

,'t:11).And it gives you an unshakeable foundation u,hen vou Lrce
rÆcult situations. "Great peace have those who lo,e Your la*. irnd
irhing cduses them to stutnble" (Psalm 119:165).

Satan tried to destroy Jesus when He was born bv inspiring
icked King Herod to kill all the babies in Bethlehcn.i, 

.lirirr, ,.,..i:.
.rer, when Jesus was baptized in water byJohn il.re B.:r.rr.:. H: -.-. ,.:
...l into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit and Sar.rn -,.'...-i;..r Hrr:
.g.lin. This time Jesus' weapon against His e ncnr'. ..: -.. \ - _ .-:

No spirirual banle can befought dnd ttntr . ;.
. (nPon-theWorcl of God.

I



66 TR,{NSFOR\,{ING LOVE

by the spirit as his gifts and intene* were used by God to speak
through him. The sflord of God is so powerfu r that it is a doubre-
edged sword in oar hands (Hebrews 4:Dj . That means it is a- defensiue
as well as an offensiueweapon.All prayer warriors need both.

Some people say, 
,.This 

part of the Bible was only for the Old
Gstament people, and that p"r, *", only for the disciples, *à *",
other part was only for the Ephesiar., *d this was 

"rrfy 
ArA. nfrr_

lippians" ' " and on and on untir the entire Bibre is explained away
as just a history bo ok. Ber.,are ofanyone,tho wants to àake the Bibte
into just a history boob. 3

,The.Bible 
h liuing and has potaerfor today.

, 
"All Scripture is giuy by ;nsp;rainn of God,and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correitiorr, fo, irrrt rction in righreousness,
that 

_tlte 
man of God may be complete, thoroughly ,qorpirdfor rrrry

good utork" (2 Tmothy 3:16_17).
Ifyou are â woman, please know that when the Bible says some_

th$g l1ke..man of God," as it does in the verse quôted above, it is
not excluding \Momen. Itt rike saying "mankind.'iAnd we an know
that "mankind" includes women ,I wdr. so dont be concerned
about that. I have heard as many concerns from men having;i;
time over being called "the bride 6f Çfifi51,,-a name all bllieving
christians are called in the Bible as Jesus prepares them for His
return.

. Every time you read Godt §ford, it will become more firmly
planted in your mind and heart. The more sorid you are in the \x/ord,
the more powerfirl it will be in protecting you. so put on the 'vÿ'ord
of God like a protective garmenr every morning. Let the love of God
init liue inyou.

Godt vord is like a giant magniÿing mirror. As we rook into
it every day, \ re nor only see who God is, who Jesus is, and who the
Holy Spirit is, we also see the truth about who weare. §7e also see
who we are supposed to become 

I

Do you remember the wonderfirl promises I mentioned in the I
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prayer of Love
LORO, I thank you for your §7ord. I know it is your loveletter to me because every time I read or speak it, I expe_
rience Your presen.:.id l.ove in a deeper way. It feeds mysoul and 

lakes my life rich. Help ,rr. ,o,rrd.rstand it bet_,:: *.? day. "Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous
things from your la#, (iljm'11g,ts).-Èdp me to know
You in greater depth through it. Thank you that your \7ord
Bivg m11uth and guidance for my life.

Thank \ôu ü* y::i%rd is perf..t and it changes meevery time I read it. AII your lawsand commandmenrs areright and are tlere for my benefir 
", 

borr.ràaries to k.;;;
protected and safe. Thank you for the blessings I receive
when I ôbey them. your §7ord brings ,rr. f.".. and a senseof well-being. .,your 

restimonies jro ,r.',_y delight and
my counselors" (psalm-ll 9:24) .Help me to clearly h"ear you
speak to me as I read your§7ord.

_ Lo^d, I * grateful you always keep your §7ord. I knowI can faithfirlly take you at your *ord *Jit will never fail
_T. {* *.. the living §7ord, Jesus, and you have -"grrifi.dYour §7ord above all your name fnd* iàS,Z). Etch it on

ï, ïT in a lasting and life_changing l.y. ltr** it into
ure raDflc ot my being so that it becomes part of me. Help
me to see Your love fo

InJesus' name I ojrit 
on ever,Page'
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r of Love

rur \\'ord. I know ir is your love
:in-re I read or speak it, I expe-

,, 
: l: " 

deeper way. It feeds my
:. IJelp me ro understand it bei_
:-.-c-s. s[21 I may see wondrous
ir:l 119:18). Help me to know
: rr ThankYou thatyour\üZord

:'',r n-r' life.
: is perfect and it changes me
1:,,,5 ,i16 commandmenrs are
-i-tl., r.. e\ Doundanes to keep me
,-.u tbr the blessings I receive
: rrings me peace and a sense
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\Words of Love

The word of God is liüng and powerful,
and sharper than any two-edged sword,

piercing even ro the division ofsoul and spirir,
and ofjoints and marrow,

and is a discerner of the thoughts and inrenrs of the heart.

HrsRE§r.s 4:12

As the rain comes down, and the rio* fro- heaven,
and do not return there,

but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower and bread ro rhe earer,

so shall My word be that goes fonh from My mouth;
it shall nor rerurn to Me void,

but it shall accomplish what I plèase,
and it shall prosper in the tÀing for which I sent it.

Iseran 55:10-11

Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,

nor stands in the path ofsinners,
nor sirs in the seat of the scornfirl;

but his delight is in *re law ofthe Lono,
and in His lawhe meditates day andnight.

Psar,rvr l:l-2
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This Book of the Law shall not depan from your mourh,
but you shall meditate in it day and night,
that you may observe to do according to

all that is written in it.
For then you will make your way prosperous,

and then you will have good success.

Josaue 1:8

The statutes of the Lono are right,
rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lono is pure,
enlightening the eyes.

Ps,*rvr l9:8
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